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The Bataeh region in southern Iraq, due to its unique geography, served as
a safe haven for rebels and opponents of the caliphate. This region
witnessed the emergence of movements and unrest, such that in the fourth
century AH, the Shahinids movement took place in the Bataeh. By using
the geographical conditions of the Bataeh, Imran ibn Shahin managed to
establish a local dynasty that lasted for nearly half a century. Especially
during the time of Imran, they were able to use these conditions to repel
widespread attacks directed at their territory and sustain their existence.
This research, with a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on first-
hand historical and geographical sources, seeks to answer the question of to
what extent the geography of the Bataeh and its influencing factors played
a role in the formation and continuity of Imran's emirate. The research
findings indicate the special impact of the Batayeh's geography on the
formation and continuity of Imran's emirate. Having a unique geographical
location, as well as its specific economic geography, this geographical
factor became a basis for attracting a heterogeneous population opposed to
the ruling power structure. Imran achieved power by adopting a defensive
and attritional war, along with the influence of factors such as the weakness
of the caliphate against the Buyid amirs and Turkic commanders, the early
Buyid amirs' adherence to certain traditions such as chivalry (jawanmardi)
among the Buyid rulers, and intra-dynastic conflicts of the Buyids such as
the confrontation between 1zz al-Dawla and Adud al-Dawla. Accordingly,
paying attention to the geography and its related factors, as well as
concomitant factors, is essential for understanding the rise to power of
Imran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Coinciding with the formation of the emirate of Imran ibn Shahin, the Abbasid Caliphate came
under the dominance of the Buyid amirs. Following the golden age of this dynasty, not only
were the more distant regions attaining a kind of practical independence from the Caliphate,
but even in some areas close to the center of Abbasid caliphal power, contenders sought to
achieve local power. One of these regions, namely Bataeh in southern Iraq, due to its specific
geography alongside other factors—such as its location on the communication route from Basra
to Baghdad, the heterogeneous composition of its inhabitants, and the lack of access and
oversight by the central government's military forces—provided a favorable sanctuary for
adventurous figures. Imran ibn Shahin, as an obscure individual and under the shadow of his
initial connection with the Baridi family, gradually achieved local power in Bataeh. Given the
weakness that had overcome the Abbasid Caliphate, he managed to increase his power despite
conflicts with the Buyids and establish an emirate that lasted for half a century. The outcome
of these confrontations was, in fact, determined under the influence of several factors,
including, on the part of the forces dispatched by the Buyids, problems that led to leaving the
battle against Imran ibn Shahin incomplete; nevertheless, the geography of the region possessed
conditions that compelled the dispatched forces to resort to a time-consuming and attrition-
based style of warfare. They were forced to employ tactics such as blockade and
damming/closing water canals. On the opposing side, Imran ibn Shahin and his supporters
resorted to methods including ambushing in narrow passes as well as destroying the very dams
created by the Buyid forces on the water canals. The application of some of these methods was,
in fact, an important part of the actions that ultimately led to the formation and continuity of
Imran ibn Shahin's power.

Material & Methods

The main historical information for conducting this research has been obtained from first-hand
historical and geographical sources. Some research sources have also been used to complement
the data of this study. Considering the primary role of Imran ibn Shahin in the rise to power of
the Shahinids, the main focus of the article's collected data is on his personality and actions.
Understanding the developments related to Imran ibn Shahin and his confrontations with the
Buyids is directly linked to the subject of understanding the geography of Bataeh. To achieve
a complete understanding of the interconnectedness of these two variables, the present study
has analyzed the aforementioned data through a descriptive and analytical approach.

Results and discussion

The research findings indicate that a combination of several factors was influential in the
emergence of Imran ibn Shahin. One of the consistently effective factors in this regard was the
geographical conditions of Bataeh, which also offered specific economic conditions. In
addition, the effective leadership role of Imran ibn Shahin, alongside the weak conditions of
the Abbasid Caliphate under Buyid dominance, determined the course of developments in
southern Irag during this period. However, the limitations of Imran ibn Shahin's local power
rendered their direct confrontation with the forces dispatched by the Buyids impossible; yet,
intra-dynastic problems of the Buyids on the one hand, and the adoption of an attrition warfare
approach by Imran ibn Shahin on the other, relatively turned the conditions in favor of Imran
ibn Shahin.

Conclusion
In the fourth century AH, by leveraging the geography of Bataeh, Imran ibn Shahin succeeded
in establishing an emirate that lasted for nearly half a century. This event occurred under the
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influence of geography and its effects, including the economic status and specific human
conditions of the Bataeh region. By utilizing the mentioned factors, Imran ibn Shahin was able
to stand firmly against the Buyids, who during that era had succeeded in capturing Baghdad
and bringing the institution of the Caliphate under their influence. The geography of Bataeh
also influenced the manner of Imran ibn Shahin's struggles, such that, given his limited
resources in confronting the Buyid forces, he resorted to defensive and attrition warfare by
utilizing this geography. However, Imran ibn Shahin's success was not merely the result of the
geographical conditions of Bataeh, but was accompanied by other factors, including the support
of the local people, the weakness of the Caliphate, and internal disputes within the Buyid
dynasty. The Buyid amir Bakhtiyar was forced to draw closer to Imran ibn Shahin through a
political marriage to overcome intra-dynastic rivalries and his other problems.
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Some leaders of totalitarian regimes had a cult of personality and held a
godlike status in the eyes of their adherents. More precisely, they were
believed to be infallible against any mistake, to possess superhuman
abilities, and to have all the goodness and virtues of humanity embedded in
them. Hitler, Stalin, Mao, Kim Il-sung, and Kim Jong-Il are prominent
examples of these leaders. Having used a descriptive, analytical, and
deductive method and a historical approach, the paper is going to answer
this question: What were the factors in the emergence of the cult of
personality in totalitarian regimes, and why did the leaders of these regimes
acquire a godlike status? The findings of the paper show that the lack of a
democratic tradition in totalitarian countries, which had prevented political
participation and practice and had stunted the political maturity of the
people, the populist abilities and charms of totalitarian leaders, and their
pretence of simplicity and distancing from the general public, which created
a mysterious image of them, were the most important factors in the
emergence of personality cults. These factors, under the shadow of
extensive and purposeful government propaganda, achieved maximum
effectiveness and created a god-like and ideal image of totalitarian leaders
for people who did not have a sufficient understanding of politics for
centuries and had experienced a life devoid of political activism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The term totalitarian emerged in the 20th century to refer to new absolute governments, first
applied to Fascist Italy and the Soviet Union, and later to Hitler's Germany. At the end of World
War Il and during the Cold War, Soviet satellite governments were also called totalitarian. The
Communist Parties in China and North Korea have also been similar in many aspects to German
Nazism and Soviet communism. One-party regime, intimidation, police rule, monopoly of
information and weapons have been more or less characteristic of all these governments. The
cult of personality is also considered one of the main characteristics of the leaders of these
governments, which brought them a godlike status.

Material & Methods

Having used a descriptive, analytical, and deductive method and a historical approach, the paper
is going to answer this question: What were the factors in the emergence of the cult of
personality in totalitarian regimes, and why did the leaders of these regimes acquire a godlike
status?

Results and discussion

The findings of this paper indicate that totalitarian regimes were formed in countries that did
not have a background or tradition of democracy and had always struggled with authoritarian
regimes, which resulted in the lack of political participation of the majority of the people.
Therefore, when totalitarian regimes came to power, they were faced with people who had been
deliberately excluded from politics for centuries, but who were eager to play a political role.
Totalitarian leaders exploited this political enthusiasm and immaturity, presenting themselves
as all-powerful heroes and exciting the public. The state propaganda machine played a major
role in this campaign, capturing the public's attention by widely distributing pictures, emblems,
and sculptures of these leaders, holding exciting political rallies, fabricating stories about their
heroism, determination, and military achievements, and even spreading rumours about their
miracles and feats. In addition, strict laws were enacted that made insulting these leaders
punishable by severe punishment. On the other hand, totalitarian leaders tried to use their
populist appeal to captivate the public. Hitler's eloquence and fiery speeches were among his
most important advantages, and they captivated the public. Stalin did not have Hitler's abilities,
but he tried to attract people's attention by using selective sentences and boasting of his
knowledge as a philosopher. In addition, he tried to present himself as handsome, capable, and
healthy; these measures worked to a large extent and gave him a charismatic and saintly image.
Mao followed the same path, relying on his writings, which were mainly provided by his
associates, to present an educated image. He also showed off his health and ability by
performing dramatic movements. Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-Il, who developed the cult of
personality to an astonishing level, used all the tricks of Stalin and Mao to attract the attention
of the people and presented themselves in the closed and isolated society of North Korea as
people with unparalleled knowledge and an attractive and flawless appearance. Since
totalitarian regimes considered themselves to have arisen from the people and made the fight
against class differences their main slogan, the pretence of simplicity played an important role
in the political behavior of totalitarian leaders. Thus, while secretly enjoying their luxurious
lives, they appeared in public with a simple and poor appearance to present a sympathetic image
to the people who were mostly suffering from poverty and hunger; while kings, as predecessors
of these leaders, were always a symbol of luxury and nobility, people felt alienated from them.
Despite all the prudence and tricks that totalitarian regimes used to create a cult of personality
for their leaders, it was clear that if they established close contact with the people, the mask
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would be removed from the face of these leaders and they would lose their sacred status.
Therefore, they used the duality of dramatic speeches and distancing themselves from the
people. More precisely, although they appeared on stage for a few moments and delivered
impressive speeches, they did not approach the people so that their true face and, in fact, their
weaknesses would not be revealed. In this respect, they were similar to the pharaohs of Egypt
and the kings of China and Japan, who, by hiding in their palaces, acquired a godlike and
mysterious face. The most important result of the personality cult was the consolidation of
despotism and the immunity of totalitarian leaders from criticism and responsibility, which led
to the reduction of the status of citizens to the level of obedient servants and victims of the goals
and ambitions of the leaders.

Conclusion

From the point of view of the adherents of totalitarian governments, their leaders were the
owners of miracles and dignity; their words and speeches were like divine commands; they did
not commit any mistakes or errors; they had mastery over all human sciences and knowledge
and were the source of all goodness and virtues. Hitler, Stalin, Mao, Kim Il-sung, and Kim
Jong-1l are prominent examples of these leaders. The emotional behavior of people when
confronted with these leaders and the events that occurred during the funerals of some of them
are evidence of their godlike status. The most important result of the personality cult was the
consolidation of despotism and the immunity of totalitarian leaders from criticism and
responsibility, which led to the reduction of the status of citizens to the level of obedient
servants and victims of the goals and ambitions of the leaders.
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The founders of the Mojahedin-e-Khalgh organization (MEK) were, prior to its
formation, a group of young affiliates of the Freedom Movement of Iran who did not
accept its militant approach and believed that the Freedom Movement's strategy would
lead nowhere. For this reason, in 1971 (1350 SH), they broke away from the Freedom
Movement and announced their existence. The organization's early leaders were initially
committed to Islamic principles of thought, but gradually gravitated toward Marxist-
Leninist viewpoints. In 1975 (1354 SH), the organization declared in a statement that
Islamic ideology lacked the capacity for armed struggle against despotism and
imperialism, and consequently, in that same year, it officially adopted the principles of
socialist doctrine. During the second Pahlavi era, the Mojahedin-e-Khalgh carried out
various activities against the regime. Following the exposure of their safe houses, most of
their members were arrested and imprisoned, and a number were executed. With the
victory of the Islamic Revolution, Rajavi, with the help of his associates, rebuilt the
organization and sought to seize power entirely, but he was unsuccessful. Hence, on June
20, 1981 (30 Khordad 1360 SH), the organization launched military operations against
the Islamic Republic. Following the failure of the strategy of armed uprising and Rajavi's
escape to France, the organization sought an opportunity to overthrow the Islamic
Republic. The Iran—Irag War provided such an opportunity for the organization. This
research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and a library-based
approach. In this study, the authors seek to answer the question of how the Mojahedin-e-
Khalgh organization was formed and what led to its intellectual deviation. It appears that
the organization, due to its totalitarianism and adoption of socialist thought, failed to align
itself with the slogans and ideology of the Islamic Revolution and instead stood in
opposition to it.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The 1960s (1340s SH) in Iran witnessed the growth of liberation movements influenced by both
external and internal developments. The increasing expansion of leftist guerrilla movements across
the globe, particularly in the Third World, and the growing popularity of leftist revolutionary
organizations and figures among Iranian youth served as external factors in the formation of
guerrilla and revolutionary groups. Alongside this, the Shah’s regime implemented reformist
policies—qguided by the United States to stabilize the state, curb opposition ideologies, and render
militant forces passive—which ultimately choked the country’s political sphere and isolated active
social forces. As a result, political and social activities became one-sided, and the country's
administration took on an authoritarian form. Overall, the suppression of active social forces, the
dissolution of political parties, the prevention of civil society growth, and harsh security control,
which led to the erosion of political, religious, and social rights and freedoms, eliminated any
possibility of peaceful power transfer or legal participation of individuals and political currents.
Thus, peaceful avenues for opposing the government's goals and programs failed, and the ground
for the emergence of violent and coercive actions became more open. Political groups and currents
interested in guerrilla warfare in Iran, of which the Mojahedin-e-Khalgh organization is one, chose
to follow this theory not based on religious or doctrinal inclinations, but rather on the basis of the
dominant militant discourse of that era, which was monopolized by Marxist-Leninist forces. The
organization, which was secretly established in 1965 (1344 SH), announced its existence in 1971
(1350 SH). In 1975 (1354 SH), the leadership of the Mojahedin officially declared in a statement
that it had adopted the Marxist path as its ideology. This action effectively caused the organization
to lose its intellectual and popular support among religious factions and clerics. Following the
repressive atmosphere that prevailed after the coup d'état of August 19, 1953 (28 Mordad 1332 SH)
up to the uprising of June 5, 1963 (15 Khordad 1342 SH), the government demonstrated that it
would by no means yield to opposition forces attempting to bring about change or reform through
peaceful and legal means. The Shah, by resorting to electoral fraud in parliamentary elections,
sought to bring his affiliated representatives into the parliament and advance his policies through
weak governments. His disregard for the warnings of nationalist-religious individuals and groups
and senior religious authorities left no choice but to resort to violence and armed struggle. Thus,
after the June 5 uprising and the exile of Imam Khomeini, along with the arrest and suppression of
opponents, domestic conditions became ripe for a turn toward violent and armed struggles. Political
groups that had set the overthrow of the regime through armed struggle as their organizational
strategy emerged one after another. The arrest of members of the Freedom Movement after the June
5 uprising prompted individuals associated with this group to initiate a new movement in the
struggle against the regime. Young members of the Freedom Movement questioned the efficacy of
peaceful struggle methods and deemed them ineffective for changing the government's situation.
Inspired by leftist Marxist groups, they considered the reform of the regime a dead end and believed
in the overthrow of the Pahlavi system. The Mojahedin-e-Khalgh organization, like most groups of
the 1960s, was influenced by the failure of peaceful struggles and the suppression of the June 5
uprising. It was founded in mid-September 1965 (mid-Shahrivar 1344 SH) by three young Muslim
intellectuals, Mohammad Hanifnejad, Saeid Mohsen, and Abdolreza Nikbin (Abdi), after studying
past struggles and reviewing armed movements in Latin America, adopting an urban guerrilla
warfare strategy. With the joining of Asghar Badiezadegan in 1966 (1345 SH), they formed the
organization's leadership cadre.

Material & Methods
This research has been conducted qualitatively with a descriptive-analytical approach. The data
have been collected and analyzed based on historical documents, books, journals, articles, and
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reports of the Mojahedin-e-Khalgh organization. Using a library-based method, the study
examines the political, social, and religious position of the organization during the reign of
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi in Iran.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that although the initial founding members of the organization had
acceptable religious inclinations, over time they came under the influence of emerging
ideologies such as socialism, Maoism, and Marxism-Leninism, distancing themselves from
religious thought and falling into intellectual eclecticism (deviation). With this mindset, they
stood against the Islamic Revolution and inflicted irreparable damage upon the Islamic society
of Iran.

Conclusion

In the final conclusion, we must acknowledge that due to its totalitarianism in pursuit of power,
the organization failed to comprehend the realities of Iranian society and the great Islamic
Revolution. By employing terror, destruction, and extensive, widespread, and indiscriminate
explosions in various dimensions, it inflicted heavy losses on Iranian society and led a
significant number of the country's youth astray.
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The Siyasat-Namah of Nizam al-Mulk, which was compiled in response to
the request of Sultan Malik Shah and based on the Iranian governmental
model, is one of the most prominent texts of Iranian thought. Since
Skinner's methodology is based on the understanding of political thought in
the historical and linguistic context, the present article has chosen it to
examine the political thought of Nizam al-Mulk in Siyasat-Namah. Based
on Skinner's methodology, Nizam al-Mulk authored the Siyasat-Namah
using an illocutionary speech act, where the intended communicative action
aimed to offer counsel to the sultan and oppose the Seljuk Turks' approach
to governance. The core of Nizam al-Mulk's thought was the concept and
term of justice and fairness, which he borrowed and redefined from ancient
Persia. Based on Quentin Skinner's methodology in analyzing political
thought and employing a historical approach, this article examines the
political, historical, and discursive context of the Seljuk era and its
influence on Nizam al-Mulk's political thought in the Siyasat-Namah. By
taking illocutionary speech acts into consideration, this article concludes
that by emphasizing the concept of justice, Nizam al-Mulk intended to
weaken the Turkish view of governance and reinforce the Persian model of
statecraft as an intentional act.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to Skinner's methodology, in studying political thought, the historical context of the
formation of political thought should be examined. This methodology also considers the fact
that writing a book on political thought is an intentional act of communication. Accordingly, in
studying the political thought of Nizam al-Mulk, which is presented in the Siyasat-Namah, the
difference in opinion regarding government among the Turkmens and Iranian bureaucrats was
the background for writing the Siyasat-Namah. The Turkmen's unfamiliarity with governing
urban dwellers forced them to employ Iranian bureaucrats. The nomadic Ghaznavids, who had
tribal armies with a tendency toward decentralization and whose main problem was to obtain
new pastures, were confronted with a settled and civilized society after entering Iran. The
Iranian bureaucrats, who were generally affiliated with the Ghaznavid court and were their
former agents, tried to push the Seljuk sultan to adopt the Iranian model of government by
providing advice and solutions to him. Writing the Siyasat-Namah, Khajeh Nizam al-Mulk—
the chief proponent of the bureaucratic perspective—aimed to persuade the Seljuk sultan to
adopt the Iranian model of landownership.

Material & Methods

Grounded in Quentin Skinner’s contextual methodology and a historical approach, this article
examines how the political, historical, and discursive context of the Seljuk era shaped Nizam
al-Mulk’s political thought in the Siyasat-Namah. Data were gathered through archival research
and text analysis.

Results and discussion

The arrival of the steppe-nomadic Seljuks in Iran created problems for the sedentary people.
The destruction of cities and especially farms, which were considered pastures by the
Turkmens, created difficulties for the people of various regions, especially in the early days of
the Seljuks. However, with the consolidation of the government and familiarity with the Iranian
method of government, the Seljuk sultans were more inclined towards the Iranian governmental
model, and the Seljuk government moved closer to a centralized government model from the
reign of Alep Arslan. During the reign of Malek Shah, Iranian bureaucrats, the most important
of whom was Khajeh Nizam al-Mulk, gained more power. The Oghuz emirs, who had anti-
centralization tendencies, did not accept the centralization policies of the bureaucrats. This
caused disagreements and conflicts that created turmoil. It was in such circumstances that
Khajeh Nizam al-Mulk, at the request of Malek Shah, wrote a Siyasat-Namah to familiarize the
Seljuk sultan with the Iranian governmental model. Theoretically, the Siyasat-Namah should
be placed in the context of this ideology in order to explain its relationship with its
contemporary ideology or discourse, which was the Iranian governmental model. Works of
ancient Iranian political thought, such as the Testament of Ardashir ('Ahd-i Ardashir), served
as key sources for Nizam al-Mulk, who emphasized the central components of the Iranian
model of statecraft. The main focus of the Siyasat-Namah is the concept of justice, which
Nizam-al-Mulk adopted and redefined from ancient Iran. Although there were some differences
in the definition of the concept of justice from the ancient Iranian period, the most important
definitions were similar. The main meaning of justice was to prevent people from attacking
each other and also to prevent oppressors and government officials from oppressing the weak.
One of the methods Nizam-al-Mulk proposed for justice was the Sultan's oppression, which
was one of the oldest themes of justice for rulers in Iran. By emphasizing the concept of justice,
Nizam-al-Mulk tried to control the arbitrariness and power-seeking of the Seljuk princes and
the Oghuz emirs. In practical terms, Khajeh Nizam al-Mulk managed the affairs of the Seljuk
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government with discretion, giving the governance of important cities and court positions to his
sons and subordinates, and controlling all affairs.

Conclusion

The confusions that did not arise from the Turkish attitude towards the government and Malik
Shah's acknowledgement of it, and the conflict between the centralizing discourse represented
by the Turkmen rulers and the centralizing discourse represented by the Iranian bureaucrats,
were the main platform for the formation of Khajeh Nizam al-Mulk's Siyasat-Namah. Khajeh
Nizam al-Mulk, as one of the most prominent representatives of bureaucratic discourse, tried
to present the Iranian governmental model to Malik Shah by using the sources of ancient Iranian
thought, especially Ahd-e-Ardeshir. In the Iranian governmental model, the judiciary was
central, and the divine selection of the ruler was the reason for distinguishing him from others.
From this, Khajeh Nizam al-Mulk tried to answer the problems of his own era by drafting
Siyasat-Namah. By writing the Siyasat-Namah, he sought to diminish the influence of Turkic
tribal customs and elevate Malik-Shah from a mere tribal chieftain to a divine-right sultan
endowed with the Farr-i Izadr (Divine Glory).
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Khalil Maleki was one of the influential figures in contemporary Iranian history
who played a significant role in the intellectual and political developments of
Iran, particularly during the 1940s and 1950s. He began his political career as
a member of the Tudeh Party; however, he gradually became involved in
fundamental disagreements concerning political independence, the Party’s
dependence on the Soviet Union, and its organizational structure and leadership
style. These disagreements ultimately led to his separation from the Party. The
main question of this article is: What were the causes and process of Khalil
Maleki’s split from the Tudeh Party, and what role did this split play in
distinguishing Maleki’s movement from both the Tudeh Party and the [ranian
National Movement? The significance of this topic lies in the fact that Maleki’s
split can be regarded as the first serious attempt to indigenize socialist thought
in Iran. This effort sought to establish an independent political and intellectual
identity while maintaining a critical distance from both the Tudeh Party and the
National Movement. As an intellectual and political activist, Khalil Maleki
remained actively engaged in Iran’s cultural and political spheres for more than
four decades. Therefore, studying his ideas and political thought is of
considerable historical importance, particularly in understanding his approach
to Iran’s political, social, and cultural transformations. His political experience
may also serve as a practical model for contemporary political and social actors
regarding the preservation of intellectual independence, avoidance of
dependence on foreign powers, commitment to national interests, and
adaptation of political ideas to local conditions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Khalil Maleki was one of the influential figures in contemporary Iranian history who played a
significant role in the intellectual and political developments of Iran, particularly during the
1940s and 1950s. He began his political career as a member of the Tudeh Party; however, he
gradually became involved in fundamental disagreements concerning political independence,
the Party’s dependence on the Soviet Union, and its organizational structure and leadership
style. These disagreements ultimately led to his separation from the Party. The main question
of this article is: What were the causes and process of Khalil Maleki’s split from the Tudeh
Party, and what role did this split play in distinguishing Maleki’s movement from both the
Tudeh Party and the Iranian National Movement?. The significance of this topic lies in the fact
that Maleki’s split can be regarded as the first serious attempt to indigenize socialist thought in
Iran. This effort sought to establish an independent political and intellectual identity while
maintaining a critical distance from both the Tudeh Party and the National Movement. As an
intellectual and political activist, Khalil Maleki remained actively engaged in Iran’s cultural
and political spheres for more than four decades. Therefore, studying his ideas and political
thought is of considerable historical importance, particularly in understanding his approach to
Iran’s political, social, and cultural transformations. His political experience may also serve as
a practical model for contemporary political and social actors regarding the preservation of
intellectual independence, avoidance of dependence on foreign powers, commitment to national
interests, and adaptation of political

Material & Methods

This study employs a descriptive-historical research method. Data were collected through
documentary and library-based research, drawing upon both primary and secondary sources.
Primary sources include historical documents, correspondence, archives, memoirs, and records
produced by direct participants or observers of the events under study. Secondary sources
consist of books, scholarly articles, biographies, memoirs, historical reports, and previous
studies related to the research topic. In addition, newspapers, electronic databases, and reliable
online resources were consulted to supplement the research data.

Results and discussion

The theoretical framework of this study is based on a combination of several approaches:

e Party Cleavage Theory;

¢ Intellectual and Political Independence Theory;

e Social Movement Theory;

e Political Opportunity Theory.

Within this framework, Khalil Maleki’s split from the Tudeh Party can be understood as the
result of a combination of ideological, organizational, and political disagreements. The most
important factors behind this separation included:

e C(Criticism of the Tudeh Party’s dependence on the Soviet Union;

Opposition to the Party’s centralized and Stalinist organizational structure;

Differences in the interpretation and implementation of socialist principles;

Criticism of the Party’s position regarding the Azerbaijan Crisis;

Opposition to the Party’s support for granting oil concessions in northern Iran to the Soviet
Union;

e Objections to the lack of internal democracy and restrictions on criticism within the Party;
e Differences in political methods and leadership styles.
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Maleki’s separation from the Tudeh Party was a gradual intellectual and political process. It
began with criticism of foreign dependence and authoritarian party structures and eventually
led to the formation of an independent political current. Following the split, Maleki and his
associates advanced the concept of the “Third Force” or “Third Way,” which sought to provide
an alternative to both Western capitalism and Soviet communism. This approach was based on
three fundamental principles: national independence, social justice, and democracy.

From the perspective of Social Movement Theory, Maleki’s movement possessed a distinct
collective identity and ideological boundaries that differentiated it from competing political
currents. However, it faced limitations in terms of mass mobilization and organizational
expansion. Likewise, from the perspective of Party Cleavage Theory, the movement can be
interpreted as representing a conflict between orthodox communism and reformist social
democracy.

Conclusion

Khalil Maleki’s split from the Tudeh Party was the product of a combination of ideological,
organizational, and international factors. Opposition to the Party’s dependence on the Soviet
Union, disagreements over the interpretation of socialism, resistance to internal
authoritarianism, and dissatisfaction with the Party’s political performance were among the
principal causes of the separation. Following the split, Maleki sought to develop a model of
independent socialism suited to Iranian conditions through the promotion of ‘“National
Socialism” and the establishment of organizations such as the Socialist Society. The major
achievements of this split may be summarized as follows: the foundation of an independent and
democratic socialist discourse in Iran; emphasis on national independence and social justice;
criticism of Soviet communism and Stalinist leftism; support for the Nationalization of the Oil
Industry Movement; strengthening democratic discourse; and influencing Iranian intellectual
and political thought. Nevertheless, despite its considerable intellectual and theoretical
capacity, Maleki’s movement failed to develop into a broad-based and durable political
organization and achieved only limited success in mobilizing wider social groups.
Consequently, Khalil Maleki’s political experience may be viewed as an important attempt to
reconcile socialism, democracy, and national independence in modern Iran—an experience that
continues to hold significance for historical studies, political science, and political sociology.
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The 1919 Iran-Britain Treaty is considered a turning point in the history of Iranian
international relations in the twentieth century. This agreement, which was drafted at the
initiative of Lord Curzon (British Foreign Secretary) and in cooperation with VVosugh-od-
Dowleh and Cox (British representative in Iran), and concluded in the context of chaos
after World War | and the severe weakness of the Iranian central government, sought to
institutionalize and formally consolidate Britain's political, economic, and military
dominance over Iran. Britain's goal with this agreement was ostensibly to provide
financial and military assistance to maintain and develop Iran, but in reality, its main
motivation was to secure colonial interests, preserve oil resources, and ensure the security
of its important colony (India) by controlling Iran as a buffer zone. However, the1919
agreement was never ratified due to widespread domestic and foreign opposition. Iranians
considered this agreement to violate the country's independence and contradict the
constitutional law. The governments of Russia, France, and the United States, driven by
their own interests, opposed it in competition with Britain. After the coup d'état of March
12, 1969, this agreement was officially canceled, and Britain's policy of greater influence
in Iran failed. Now the research question is: How did the 1919 agreement affect Iran's
domestic policy and foreign relations, and what factors led to its failure? This article, with
a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on historical documents and sources,
examines the roots and contexts of the formation of this agreement, including Britain's
goals in preserving India, the power vacuum resulting from the October 1917 Russian
Revolution, and the role of the Vosugh-od-Dowleh government. Then, it examines the
main provisions of the agreement and the reasons for the widespread domestic and
international opposition to it. Finally, this research shows how the alliance of national,
religious, and intellectual forces, along with the opposition of Britain's rival powers, led
to the final failure of this agreement and the postponement of the realization of Britain's
colonial goals, but at the same time, it paved the way for the 1299 coup and the
establishment of the centralized Pahlavi government.
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Extended Abstract

The 1919 Treaty between Iran and Britain is undoubtedly one of the most sensitive and
challenging political documents in contemporary Iranian history. This agreement, which was
concluded between the governments of Britain and Iran on August 9, 1919, was not only a
turning point in Iranian-British relations, but also had a decisive impact on the political and
social structure of Iran in the following decades. This treaty, also known as the “Vosugh-od-
Dowleh-Cox” Treaty, was the result of the synergy of the colonial intentions of Lord Curzon,
the British Foreign Secretary, and the support of the government of Vosugh-od-Dowleh, the
then Prime Minister of Iran.

The background to the formation of this agreement should be sought in the specific situation of
Iran and the world on the eve of the 1920s. World War | (1914-1918), which had turned Iran
into a field of competition between hostile powers despite its declaration of neutrality, had
severely weakened the country's political and economic structure. The post-war chaos,
widespread famine, insecurity, and the severe weakness of the central government had created
an atmosphere that facilitated the intervention of foreign powers. In the meantime, the October
Revolution of 1917 in Russia and its withdrawal from the arena of colonial competition in Iran
created a significant power vacuum, leaving Britain as the only power with influence in Iran.
This vacuum provided a unique opportunity for Lord Curzon to implement his long-standing
plan to consolidate British dominance over Iran. Curzon, who always envisioned creating a
chain of countries under British influence from the Mediterranean to the Pamirs to protect the
Indian colony, considered Iran to be the key link in this chain.

The provisions of the agreement, which were set out in six articles and a preamble, had a clear
duality between the surface and the inside. On the surface, Britain pledged to respect Iran’s
independence and territorial integrity and to help Iran’s economic and military reconstruction
by granting a loan of 2 million pounds and sending expert advisors; but on the inside, the
agreement effectively turned Iran into a British protectorate. According to the text of the
agreement, all financial, economic, and military affairs of Iran would be managed under the
supervision of British advisors; the Iranian army would be formed under the supervision of
British commanders; and the privilege of building a railway and a communication network
would be given to the British. In other words, all the pillars of national sovereignty, from
financial and economic affairs to the military and communication structure, would be placed at
the disposal of British experts, and Iran would lose its true independence.

Despite Vosugh-od-Dowleh's efforts to present a positive image of the agreement and
emphasize its role in preserving territorial integrity and preventing the autonomy of Khuzestan,
the agreement faced a wave of widespread and comprehensive opposition from the very
beginning. In the domestic arena, various political and social forces united against it under a
rare consensus. Prominent clerics such as Seyyed Hassan Modarres began to line up against it,
citing the agreement's inconsistency with constitutional law. Intellectuals and writers stirred
public opinion by publishing fiery articles and statements. Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad Taqi
Shirazi in Irag, Sheikh Mohammad Khiabani in Tabriz, and other national and religious leaders
in various parts of the country announced their opposition to the agreement. Even Ahmad Shah,
the Qajar king, whose absence Vosugh-od-Dowleh had taken advantage of when signing the
agreement, later opposed the agreement. In addition, the financial aspects of the agreement were
also highly controversial; Reports of large bribes, including 400,000 Tomans, being paid to
Iranian agents intensified the wave of protests and tarnished the image of the government
officials responsible for the contract in public opinion.

In the international arena, this agreement, unlike most colonial agreements, also faced
opposition from other Western powers. The governments of France, the United States, and even
Soviet Russia, each for their own reasons, opposed it. France and the United States, concerned
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about losing their interests and disrupting the balance of power in the region, sent protest notes
to the British government, exposing the colonial nature of the agreement. On the other hand,
the fledgling Soviet government, as part of its strategic policy and to challenge British
influence, also announced its opposition to the agreement. This negative international
consensus placed British diplomacy in a difficult position and effectively eliminated the
possibility of implementing the agreement.

Finally, the simultaneous pressure of domestic and foreign opponents, as well as the failure to
ratify the agreement in the National Consultative Assembly, left Vosugh-od-Dowleh’s
government in a passive state. This political impasse, over time and with the covert support of
some British figures, paved the way for the coup d'état of March 1290. With the coming to
power of Reza Khan and Seyyed Zia al-Din Tabataba'i following the coup, a new approach was
adopted in dealing with the agreement. Finally, on April 23, 1911, the new Iranian government
officially announced the cancellation of the 1919 agreement by sending a letter to the British
embassy. Britain, which had inevitably realized the failure of this project, also agreed to its
cancellation, and a month after the coup, this controversial political case was closed forever.
Thus, although the 1919 agreement was not implemented in practice and did not achieve
Britain’s colonial goals, it left deep and lasting consequences. The agreement formed a united
front of national, religious, and intellectual forces against foreign colonialism and strengthened
the spirit of independence in Iran. On the other hand, the failure of the agreement paved the
way for a fundamental change in the political structure of Iran, although the coup itself was also
a product of the atmosphere of insecurity and pessimism after the agreement. The 1919
agreement showed how a diplomatic document, beyond its legal content, can become a focus
for the formation of identity and political discourses and influence the fate of a nation for
decades.
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