plilal

’ JB’ g T g CI) PO

1) Y o oL‘iumj € O)M ¥ )99

olgs

KB

38 Sl (Kilgd G abg o JET 30 15 uboyT 3 1 le (o pxidislo
Jol okt 0,599
gdlos b g9 gy (comld o

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2025.56138.1034
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.1.5

YY1

Al poly SN 0390 39 (GO udoxi 203 408 g Abil g9l 30 W
(3.0 FI-TYV8) bl
Ol o

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2025.56239.1041
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.2.6

yv-£4

Egni J& 14,0 pas (1l Al 30 @Iy slew W 8,050 5 L
(a0 o b (G b ) o 30 g (5 st Sl01
29 S5l Cuond g SUy8 deso

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2026.56427.1046
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.3.7

0+-Y

Ilg 5 o S0k yhw AT b oho yas il B 30 Lawgio b ad gl 49eb
3131 ¥ 9 5yl Soe

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2026.57172.1078
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.4.8

T£-vy

VAee) (and 30 T (S8 9 sLroly g i jgoT Silugs 30 Wb b b
(18Y+ G
Sy lows!

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2026.57197.1080
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.5.9

YA-)

— gyl slexi! JU 30 W) b e g Olwilio g (g mFROg0
o BT 30 (St
i g Yo Je

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2026.57201.1081
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.6.0

S!S

duogyl 0

Lo

Al j0 waw

2t



Urmia University

Politics in the Mirror of History

¥og

_—\
Urmia University Quarterly

Politics in the Mirror of History

Vol. 2, No. 4, Winter 2026

Title Page

Malek al-Sho'ara Bahar: From idealism at the dawn of
constitutionalism to intellectual duality in the Pahlavi I era

Sosan Ghasemi Heidari & Abbas Emadi 1-20

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2025.56138.1034
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.1.5

Caliphate on the scale of thought and power: A critical analysis of
the reign of al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah al-Fatimi (375-411 AH)

Ghasim Yasin 21-36

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2025.56239.1041
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.2.6

A study on several common diseases in lranian society during the
Qajar era: Causes of prevalence, prevention and treatment methods
(The challenge of traditional medicine with modern medicine)

Mohammad Ghorbani & Nematollah Zakipour iy

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2026.56427.1046
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.3.7

The initial emergence of the middle class in Safavid Iran based on
selected European travelogues

Mohammad Kamkari & Nabi Azadi 50-63

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2026.57172.1078
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.4.8

The role of Parsis in educational modernization and its cultural
consequences in Bombay, 1800-1920

Asma Rezaei 64-77

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2026.57197.1080
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.5.9

Karim Khan Zand's stance and multifaceted relations regarding
European-British colonialism in the Persian Gulf

Ali SalariShadi 78-91

https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2026.57201.1081
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1404.2.4.6.0




v

Urmia University

Journal of Politics in the Mirror of History

Volume 2, Number 4, Winter 2026

/

Politics in the Mirror
of History

Online ISSN: 3060-6411
https://jhf.urmia.ac.ir/

Malek al-Sho'ara Bahar: From idealism at the dawn of
constitutionalism to intellectual duality in the Pahlavi I era

Sosan Ghasemi Heidari! and Abbas Emadi?

1- PhD in Post-Islamic History of Iran, University of Shiraz, Shiraz, Iran

2- Department of Political Science, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran,

Iran

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Received:
2025/04/23
Accepted:
2025/09/12
pp:

1-20

Keywords:
Authoritarianism,
Bahar,
Constitutionalism,
Freedom,
Homeland,
Pahlavi.

Constitutional poetry, due to its commitment to social realities, served as a
reflection of contemporary events, and the primary mission of the poet was
to express political and social truths. Bahar's poetry was no exception to
these concerns; his political verse evolved in line with themes of freedom,
homeland, independence, and the demand for rights, among others. With
such preoccupations and in keeping with his political responsibility, the
poet gave voice to human sentiments and emotions within the framework
of his thought and poetic ideals. It was with this very spirit that he rose up
in struggle against all adversities, despotism, and the harshness of his times.
However, the failure to achieve these ideals, ultimately compounded by the
First World War, the spread of chaos, and the endangerment of the nation's
existence and independence, led many intellectuals—including poets such
as Bahar—to consider welcoming a coup d'état as a means to restore
political order in the country. From Bahar's perspective, political order and
the establishment of a strong central government were foundational to
achieving progress and prosperity for the nation. The research method in
this article is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection method is
library-based. The research findings indicate that idealism in Malek al-
Sho'ara Bahar's poetry functioned not only as a literary feature but also as a
tool for promoting critical thinking. Bahar's intellectual dualities likewise
demonstrate the literary richness and depth of his thought and emotions,
which, given the historical circumstances of his time, enabled him to depict
human complexities in his works—a testament to the intellectual evolution
of a poet across different periods.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mohammad Taghi Bahar (1886-1951), known as Malek osh-Sho'ara, stands as a pivotal figure
in modern Persian literature and intellectual history. His life and work spanned two
transformative periods in Iranian history: The Constitutional Revolution (1905-1911) and the
establishment of the Pahlavi dynasty. As a poet, journalist, parliamentarian, and political
activist, Bahar's intellectual trajectory reflects the broader struggles of Iranian intellectuals
navigating the tensions between tradition and modernity, idealism and pragmatism, and
political activism and literary expression. During the Constitutional era, Bahar emerged as a
prominent voice championing freedom, justice, constitutionalism, and anti-authoritarianism.
His poetry from this period exemplifies what scholars have termed "Constitutional poetry"—
literature infused with epic spirit and political mobilization, inviting the public to revolutionary
action. However, with the rise of Reza Shah Pahlavi and the establishment of an authoritarian
modern state, Bahar faced new challenges that created an apparent duality in his thought and
practice. This study examines the evolution of Bahar's intellectual and political stance, tracing
his journey from revolutionary idealism during the Constitutional period to the intellectual
tensions and compromises that characterized his engagement with the Pahlavi state. The central
research question addresses how Bahar navigated the contradictions between his idealistic
poetic vision and the pragmatic political realities of the First Pahlavi period, and whether this
represents a fundamental duality or a strategic accommodation to changing circumstances.

Material & Methods

This research employs a historical-analytical approach combined with content analysis of
Bahar's poetic works, prose writings, and documented political activities. The study draws upon
multiple primary and secondary sources, including: Primary Sources: Bahar's Divan (collected
poems), his historical writings encompassing A Brief History of Political Parties (Tarikh-e
Mokhtasar-e Ahzab-e Siasi), articles published in his newspaper Nobahar, and records of his
parliamentary speeches from the Third to Sixth National Assemblies. Secondary Sources:
Scholarly analyses of Bahar's political thought, including studies on his ethical principles and
mythological themes, comparative literary analyses examining socio-educational teachings in
his poetry, and investigations of his political realism and pragmatism. The methodology
integrates four analytical dimensions: Thematic analysis of Bahar's Constitutional-era poetry to
identify key idealistic themes: freedom, justice, anti-authoritarianism, constitutionalism, and
patriotism. Historical examination of Bahar's political activities and prose writings during the
First Pahlavi period to document shifts in his political stance and practical engagement with the
state. Comparative analysis of the tension between Bahar's poetic language and his political
practice, examining how traditional literary forms were employed to express modern political
concepts. Critical evaluation of the "duality thesis"—the proposition that Bahar maintained a
fundamental intellectual tension between revolutionary ideals and political pragmatism.

Results and discussion

The findings reveal that Bahar's intellectual trajectory embodies a fundamental tension between
revolutionary idealism and political pragmatism, which can be understood as both a response
to changing historical circumstances and an expression of deeper philosophical commitments.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Bahar's intellectual journey from Constitutional idealism to the
apparent duality of the First Pahlavi period reflects the complex challenges faced by Iranian
intellectuals in the transition from revolution to state-building. Several key conclusions emerge:
First, Bahar's Constitutional poetry represents a genuine and sustained commitment to freedom,
justice, anti-authoritarianism, and constitutional governance. His poetic work from this period
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embodies an epic spirit and rhetorical power that mobilized public sentiment for revolutionary
change. Second, the shift in Bahar's political stance during the Pahlavi period does not represent
a simple abandonment of ideals but rather a strategic adaptation to changed circumstances. His
acceptance of parliamentary and governmental roles reflected a pragmatic commitment to
influencing state policy from within, while his continuing literary critique maintained pressure
on authoritarian elements. Third, the apparent duality in Bahar's thought can be understood as
a productive tension between revolutionary inspiration and institutional engagement, between
traditional form and modern content, and between poetic idealism and political realism. This
tension is not unique to Bahar but characterizes the broader experience of Iranian intellectuals
navigating the transition from revolutionary aspirations to established state structures. Fourth,
Bahar's contribution to Iranian intellectual history lies precisely in his effort to maintain
continuity between classical Persian literary traditions and modern political ideas. His work
demonstrates how traditional forms could be repurposed to express contemporary concerns,
creating a cultural bridge between past and present. Finally, the "duality™ in Bahar's thought is
perhaps less a contradiction than a dialectical synthesis—an expression of the complex
relationship between ideals and practical political engagement that confronts all intellectuals
who seek to influence historical change. Bahar's legacy lies not in ideological purity but in the
sustained effort to reconcile revolutionary aspirations with the realities of political life in a
changing Iran.

Future research might explore comparative studies with other Constitutional intellectuals who
navigated similar tensions, examine the reception of Bahar's work in subsequent generations,
and investigate the relationship between literary form and political content in modern Persian
poetry. Such studies would contribute to a deeper understanding of the role of intellectuals in
Iran's political development and the ongoing relevance of Bahar's synthesis of tradition and
modernity.
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The Fatimid Caliphate, founded in the late 3rd century AH in the Islamic
Maghreb and relocated to Egypt in the mid-4th century AH, emerged as a
prominent politico-religious power in the Islamic world. Among its various
periods, the reign of al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah (375-411 AH) stands out as
one of the most controversial phases, playing a pivotal role in the structural
transformations and delegitimization of the Fatimid Caliphate. This study
aims to critically analyze the religious, social, and political dimensions of
al-Hakim’s caliphate and to assess the consequences of his policies on the
Isma‘1li authority structure. Using a descriptive—analytical approach and
drawing upon primary historical sources as well as contemporary research,
the study seeks to reconstruct and evaluate the developments during al-
Hakim’s rule. The findings reveal that his reign was marked by significant
ideological and political fluctuations. Initially characterized by religious
tolerance and support for knowledge, his policies gradually shifted toward
social restrictions, doctrinal rigidity, and tolerance toward extremist
movements such as the Druze movement. These discursive shifts weakened
the strategic coherence of the caliphate and eroded the symbolic capital of
the Imam—Caliph, paving the way for ideological fragmentation and
political crises. The study concludes that the caliphate of al-Hakim bi-Amr
Allah represents a striking example of the tension between charismatic
authority and institutional stability in medieval Shi‘1 caliphates. Analyzing
this period contributes to a deeper understanding of the mechanisms of
legitimacy, divergence, and religious authority within caliphal structures.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Fatimid Caliphate represents one of the most significant examples of a religio-political
state in the medieval Islamic world. It emerged on the basis of the Isma‘ili da‘wa, the doctrine
of the Imamate, and the claim to an alternative legitimacy in opposition to the Abbasid
Caliphate. Within this historical context, the reign of al Hakim bi Amr Allah (386411 AH /
996-1021 CE) occupies a distinctive yet controversial position in political, religious, and
intellectual history. During this period, alongside the continuation of certain scholarly and
institutional policies of the Fatimids, a series of contradictory and at times stringent decisions
in religious and social spheres were implemented. These policies had profound consequences
for the legitimacy of the Fatimid caliphate, the social cohesion of Egyptian society, and the
internal structure of the Isma‘ili da‘wa. Therefore, examining this period is essential for
understanding the relationship between religious thought and political authority in Islamic
history.

The main objective of this study is to provide a critical analysis of the relationship between the
religio-political policies of al Hakim bi Amr Allah and the transformations in the legitimacy of
the Fatimid caliphate. The article seeks to demonstrate how al Hakim’s policies toward Sunnis,
the dhimmi communities, religious institutions, and his fluctuating public conduct gradually
created a gap between the “ideal Imamate” in Isma‘ili thought and the “lived Imamate” in the
historical experience of the caliphate. The central research question is: What impact did the
religio-political policies and approaches of al Hakim have on the legitimacy, social cohesion,
and authority of the Fatimid caliphate? In addition, several subsidiary questions are addressed:
How did al Hakim’s religious policies toward Sunnis and dhimmis evolve, and what
consequences did these changes have for Egyptian society and the political relations of the
caliphate? What relationship existed between al Hakim’s political behavior and the emergence
of extremist movements, particularly the Druze movement? And how did Isma‘ili thinkers—
especially Hamid al Din al Kirmani—respond to this intellectual and political crisis? Although
numerous studies have examined Fatimid history and Isma‘ili thought, a comprehensive
analysis that simultaneously investigates the intersection of politics, theology, and the crisis of
legitimacy in this period remains limited.

Material & Methods

This research adopts a historical analytical approach based on a descriptive critical method. The
data are drawn from two main categories of sources. The first includes primary historical and
theological sources, such as the works of classical historians including al Maqrizi, Ibn al Athir,
Ibn Khaldain, Ibn Taghribirdi, Ibn Hajar al ‘Asqalani, Ibn Dugmagq, and Ibn ‘Idhari, as well as
Isma‘ili theological and philosophical writings, particularly the treatises of Hamid al Din al
Kirmani. The second category consists of modern scholarly studies in Persian, Arabic, and
Western languages that address Fatimid history, the Isma‘ili da‘wa, and the reign of al Hakim
bi Amr Allah. Data collection was conducted through library research, and the analysis was
carried out through comparison of historical accounts, evaluation of the reliability of sources,
and examination of textual contradictions.

In this study, a distinction is made between accounts produced by opponents of the Fatimids
and reports originating from within the Isma‘ili tradition in order to avoid a one-sided
representation of al Hakim’s reign. The theoretical framework of the research draws upon a
combination of Max Weber’s concept of charismatic legitimacy, Emile Durkheim’s theory of
social cohesion and normative disruption, and the analysis of religio-political authority within
the structure of a Shi‘i caliphate. This framework makes it possible to analyze al Hakim’s
caliphate not merely as a series of political events but as a complex process characterized by
fluctuating authority, crisis of legitimacy, and social tension.



23 Journal of Politics in the Mirror of History, 2(4), Winter 2026

Results and discussion

The findings of this study indicate that the caliphate of al Hakim bi Amr Allah can be
understood on two interconnected levels of political and religious action. On the first level,
during the early years of his reign, al Hakim supported scholarly and cultural activities, most
notably through the establishment of the Dar al Hikma (House of Wisdom) in 395 AH (1005
CE). The Dar al Hikma functioned not only as a center for learning and manuscript production
but also as one of the principal institutions for reproducing Isma‘ili discourse and reinforcing
Fatimid legitimacy. In this intellectual environment, scholars such as Hamid al Din al Kirmani
played a significant role in the rational reconstruction of the doctrine of the Imamate and in
providing a theoretical defense of the authority of the Imam Caliph.

On the second level, from around 400 AH onward, al-Hakim’s policies underwent a noticeable
transformation. Restrictions imposed on certain Sunni rituals, pressure placed upon dhimmi
communities, the weakening of some non-Muslim religious institutions, and the issuance of
strict social and moral regulations reflected this shift in policy. Although some of these
measures may be interpreted as responses to political crises or concerns for maintaining public
order, overall, they contributed to declining social satisfaction, increasing sectarian tensions,
and the erosion of the symbolic capital of the caliphate. Within the pluralistic society of Egypt,
these developments weakened social solidarity and intensified religious divisions.

Another significant finding of this research is the relationship between al Hakim’s
unconventional and fluctuating behavior and the emergence and spread of the Druze movement.
In a context where the caliph’s discourse and political conduct were characterized by ambiguity
and inconsistency, figures such as Hamza b. ‘Ali and Nashtakin al Darazi exploited the situation
to advance extremist interpretations, developing doctrines concerning the manifestation or
divinity of al-Hakim. Although historical sources contain evidence that al-Hakim himself
rejected such forms of extremism and that thinkers like Hamid al Din al Kirmani strongly
opposed these ideas, the absence of a decisive and coherent stance by the central authority
contributed to the persistence of this doctrinal and institutional crisis.

From a theoretical perspective, this period reveals a significant gap between the “ideal
Imamate” articulated within the Isma‘ili intellectual tradition and the “lived Imamate”
experienced in the historical practice of the caliphate. The contradictory policies and
unpredictable decisions of al-Hakim weakened the foundations of the charismatic legitimacy
upon which the Fatimid caliphate relied. Consequently, the religio-political authority of the
Fatimids gradually experienced internal erosion. At the same time, policies of differentiation
and restriction disrupted rather than strengthened social cohesion.

Conclusion

The findings of this study suggest that the caliphate of al-Hakim bi Amr Allah represents a
striking example of the tension between interpretive religious rationality, political authority,
and the crisis of legitimacy in medieval Islamic history. On the one hand, this period witnessed
the continuation of intellectual traditions, the establishment of cultural institutions, and
sustained efforts to reinforce the doctrine of the Imamate. On the other hand, strict policies,
fluctuating decision-making, and ambiguity in political conduct created conditions conducive
to intellectual and social crises. Therefore, al-Hakim cannot be adequately explained through
simplistic characterizations such as “mad,” “tyrannical,” or “reformist.” Rather, his reign must
be understood within the broader context of structural tensions within the Fatimid state,
sectarian competition, and internal challenges to legitimacy.

In conclusion, the reign of al-Hakim represents a turning point in Fatimid history, as it exposed
the widening gap between the sacred authority of the Imam and the political realities of
governance. This gap not only affected the social cohesion of Egyptian society but also
intensified sectarian fragmentation within the Isma‘ili da‘wa. From this perspective, studying
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this period contributes significantly to understanding the mechanisms of political legitimacy,
the relationship between religion and power, and the processes through which religious crises
emerge in Islamic history.
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The present research is a study of diseases such as typhoid, whooping
cough, influenza, relapsing fever, scarlet fever, cholera, leprosy, measles,
and venereal diseases during the Qajar period. Before the arrival of modern
medicine in Iran, the ways of dealing with these diseases were through
traditional treatment methods. However, with the arrival of modern
medicine in Iran, both traditional and modern treatment methods were used
to treat diseases. Data extraction was done from historical documents. The
research method is historical explanation and analysis of data collected
from historical documents. In referring to sources (travelogues, historical
texts, first-hand accounts, and studies and research), trustworthiness,
honesty and inference from historical data were observed. The research
findings show: The lack or shortage of medical facilities and equipment in
Iranian society during the Qajar era was one of the most important causes
of the spread of infectious and non-infectious diseases. The arrival of
modern medicine in Iran and the efforts of government officials to develop
medical equipment led to a reduction in human casualties and the
prevention of diseases.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Throughout its turbulent history, Iranian society has witnessed many human and natural
disasters, one of which was various diseases, which they fought against according to their
beliefs and traditions to prevent. Iran during the Qajar era is considered one of the important
periods in Iranian history. Simultaneously with global developments and revolutions, positive
changes occurred in Iranian society, especially in the field of health and hygiene. These changes
were very few until the prime ministership of Amir Kabir, but with the prime ministership of
Amir Kabir, positive changes occurred in the field of structures, equipment, and knowledge of
treating diseases. Travelers' reports on diseases during the Qajar era are valuable, as they have
addressed them. In the Qajar era, as in previous periods, infectious diseases were considered
the main causes of mortality due to the prevalence of ineffective medical practices. But from
the middle of the Qajar period, due to the internal and external political and social
developments, the Iranian society of that time had the opportunity to become familiar with
modern medical knowledge. This process is especially important since the reign of Nasser al-
Din Shah in the history of medical developments in Iran. In this period, modern medicine
gradually replaced traditional medicine. The health conditions of Iranian society during the
Qajar era until the presidency of Amir Kabir remained the same. One of the grounds for paying
attention to modern medical knowledge in Iran during the Qajar era was the establishment of
Dar al-Fonun. Before the establishment of Dar al-Fonun, medicine was taught in the traditional
way, but with the invitation of Amir Kabir from Austrian professors, a branch of modern
medicine was established and taught in Dar al-Fonun. In the Qajar era, sending students to study
medicine abroad, establishing Dar al-Fonun School, establishing health and medical
institutions, entering and employing European physicians in lIran, the scientific method of
treating patients, and many other issues caused modern medicine to gradually enter Iran and
replace traditional Iranian medicine that had been prevalent in the country for many years.

Material & Methods

Data extraction has been done from historical documents. The research method is historical
explanation and analysis of data collected from historical documents. In referring to sources
(travelogues, historical texts; first-hand accounts and studies and research), trustworthiness,
honesty, and inference from historical data have been observed.

Results and discussion

This historical research can help the current Iranian health system by identifying some of the
causes of the spread of diseases and methods of combating diseases such as typhoid, whooping
cough, influenza, relapsing fever, scarlet fever, leprosy, measles, smallpox, and sexually
transmitted diseases, especially in the Qajar era, relying on historical documents and evidence
in both traditional and modern medical treatment methods. The available evidence about the
causes of the spread and ways of prevention and treatment can be a useful guide for the current
health system of Iranian society.

The common diseases of Iran in the Qajar era can be divided into two groups: infectious-
contagious and skin-contagious: 1- Infectious-contagious diseases include typhoid, whooping
cough, influenza, relapsing fever, scarlet fever, cutaneous leishmaniasis, measles, smallpox,
and sexually transmitted diseases. 2- Contagious skin diseases include two diseases: cutaneous
leishmaniasis and leprosy.

Conclusion

Several factors, such as the climatic, geographical and weather conditions of different regions
of Iran, the attitude of government officials and the level of public awareness of medical and
care knowledge, the risks of outbreaks and deaths were effective in the spread of epidemic
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diseases. Each of the geographical areas, due to its specific conditions in terms of climate,
altitude, humidity, water resources, etc., provided relatively suitable conditions for the
emergence and spread of pathogens and infectious diseases such as typhus, typhoid, leprosy,
tuberculosis, influenza, skin diseases, measles and scarlet fever. Health and hygiene of the
community, both individual and social, were considered essential categories in controlling the
outbreak of diseases. Since the era of Amir Kabir’s prime ministership, several efforts were
made in Iran for health methods and treatment structures that played an important role in the
future of Iranian health. Society was changing towards polarization (traditional-modern) in the
field of health affairs and methods of treating diseases. On the one hand, local physicians, who
believed in the principles of ancient medicine, insisted on the effectiveness of their treatment
methods and the healing properties of their prescriptions, and on the other hand, foreign
physicians, relying on their new findings and the use of new tools and drugs, questioned the
attitudes and approaches of most Iranian physicians as obsolete. Therefore, some diseases were
recognized and controlled to some extent with the arrival of modern Western medicine.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article type: The emergence and evolution of the middle class, as a central axis in the analysis
Research Article of modern political and social societies, has consistently attracted the attention of
sociologists, historians, and political scientists. The middle class refers to a social
Received: group occupying an intermediate position between upper and lower strata in terms
2026/05/18 of economic status, education, and occupation, typically encompassing clerks,
Accepted: professionals, small business owners, and intellectuals. The constituents of this
20?6/06/18 class are differentiated based on criteria such as stable income, higher education
28.63 attainment, lifestyle patterns, and socio-political participation. This article

examines how selected European travel writers perceived the concept of the middle
class during the Safavid era, addressing the question of whether embryonic forms

Il\(/l?gzlj\;g?fa-ss pf an _emerg_ing social stratum, a}nalogous to the modern mi_ddle class, can _be
Safavids, ' identified within the soual_fabrlc of Safavid Iran. Employmg a comparative
Travelogues, approach and content analysis of Western travelogues, this research demonstrates
Bureaucracy, that: (1) despite the absence of a modern conceptualization of the middle class in
Social Structure. that period, factors such as the institutionalization of bureaucracy, urban economic

development, industrial growth, and the expansion of educational opportunities
created the necessary conditions for the formation of an intermediate social
stratum; and (2) the nascent middle class in Safavid Iran was founded upon wagf
(religious endowments), court bureaucracy, and international trade, rather than
private property ownership or industrial revolution—a distinction that endowed it
with a unique identity not observed in European models. Consequently,
travelogues serve not merely as descriptive sources but as analytical texts with
significant theoretical capacity for research on Iran's social history; furthermore,
contrary to claims attributing the emergence of the middle class to the first Pahlavi
era, evidence indicates that the earliest indicators of this class were observable for
the first time during the Safavid period.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The emergence and transformation of the middle class as a key axis in analyzing modern
political and social societies has always been a focal point for sociologists, historians, and
political scientists. In historical studies of Iran, the appearance of this class is generally
attributed to the modern era, particularly the first Pahlavi period—an era characterized by top-
down modernization, the establishment of a new army, the expansion of centralized
bureaucracy, and the development of modern education. However, scattered evidence in
historical sources suggests the formation of nascent elements of a middle social layer in pre-
industrial societies, including Safavid Iran. The Safavid era (1501-1736 CE), with its
strengthened central government, institutionalized bureaucracy, flourishing urbanization, and
expansion of international trade, provided a unique context for redefining social structures. The
central question of this research is: Can signs of an emerging social layer with characteristics
similar to the modern middle class be identified within the socio-economic fabric of Safavid
Iran? And if so, how did European travel writers, as external observers, reflect this
transformation?

Material & Methods

This study employs a comparative approach and qualitative content analysis to examine
selected European travelogues from the Safavid period. The research population includes the
works of eight prominent European travelers (Chardin, Olearius, Tavernier, Kaempfer, Della
Valle, Sanson, Figueroa, and Krusinski) who visited Iran between the 16th and 18th centuries.
Selection criteria included diversity in travel purposes (commercial, political, religious,
scientific), comprehensiveness of reports on socio-economic dimensions, and access to reliable
Persian or English editions. In the analytical process, key concepts such as “middle class,”
“bureaucracy,” “professional specialization,” and “economic independence” were first
operationally defined within the theoretical frameworks of classical scholars (Hobsbawm,
Mills, Huntington) and Iranology studies (Abrahamian, Ashraf, Floor). Subsequently, through
open and axial coding, propositions related to middle social layers were extracted from the texts
and categorized across four domains: administrative, economic, cultural, and service-oriented.
Finally, using a comparative approach, similarities and distinctions between the Iranian model
and the European experience were evaluated.

Results and discussion

The findings of this study indicate that although the modern concept of the “middle class” did
not exist theoretically in the Safavid era, substantial empirical evidence of an emerging middle
social layer with distinct characteristics is reflected in the reports of European travelers. These
findings can be explained across three main axes:

1) First: Institutionalization of Bureaucracy and the Formation of a Specialized Managerial
Layer: Analysis of travelogues by Olearius and Kaempfer reveals that the Safavid governmental
structure extended beyond traditional monarchy, featuring a complex system with division of
labor, administrative hierarchy, and appointment based on merit. The precise listing of court
positions—from the Grand Vizier to the cup-bearer—the existence of specialized roles such as
court chronicler, chief judge (Divan-begi), market inspector (Mohtaseb), and court physician,
along with regular salaries from the state treasury, all point to the emergence of a group of
salaried employees and managers who gained social status not through heredity but through
expertise and service to the government. These characteristics align with classical criteria of
the administrative-professional middle class.

2) Second: Flourishing Urban Economy and the Emergence of Independent Economic Layers:
Reports by Chardin, Tavernier, and Della Valle on the bazaars of Isfahan, Tabriz, and Kashan
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depict a dynamic economic ecosystem in which merchants, artisans, workshop owners, and
skilled workers played central roles. The presence of international caravanserais, diversity of
luxury goods, trans-regional trade networks, and direct relationships between merchants and
the court indicate the formation of a middle economic class with capital, relative independence,
and political influence. Furthermore, references to hourly wages for workers and guild-based
registration suggest early signs of institutionalized labor relations in pre-industrial Iran.

3) Third: Expansion of Public Services and Professional Specialization: Chardin’s description
of hospitals in Tabriz—with physicians present at specified hours, financing through
endowments (waqf), and free services to patients—testifies to the emergence of a specialized
medical layer with administrative organization and relative financial independence. Similarly,
the expansion of primary schools (maktab-khanehs), religious seminaries, and the presence of
educated teachers, scribes, and clerics fostered a group of intellectuals and cultural mediators
who, through access to knowledge and their role in cultural intermediation, attained an
independent position within the social structure.

4) Distinguishing the Iranian Model from the European Experience: A key finding of this
research is the identification of the unique foundations of the Safavid middle class. Unlike the
European model, which was rooted in the Industrial Revolution, private property, and bourgeois
movements, the middle layer in Safavid Iran rested on three pillars: 1) court bureaucracy and a
merit-based appointment system, 2) the institution of waqgf (endowment) and a charitable
economy that provided financial autonomy to service institutions, and 3) international trade and
Iran’s geopolitical position along the Silk Road. This structural difference endowed the Iranian
middle class with a distinct identity, in which loyalty to the central government and a balance
between tradition and specialization played a decisive role.

Conclusion

Through a critical re-reading of European travelogues from the Safavid era, this research
demonstrates that the early signs of middle-class formation in Iran can be traced back much
earlier than the Pahlavi period, within the socio-economic transformations of the 16th and 17th
centuries. Although this social layer differed quantitatively and qualitatively from the modern
middle class, its possession of characteristics such as professional specialization, division of
labor, wage employment, access to education, and a mediating role between state and society
rendered it a historical precursor to later developments. The findings also emphasize that
European travelogues are not merely descriptive sources but analytical texts with considerable
theoretical capacity for research on Iran’s social history. By challenging the linear narrative of
modernization in Iran, this study highlights the necessity of re-examining pre-modern social
structures and recognizing indigenous capacities for social transformation. It is recommended
that future research expand the scope of sources (administrative documents, endowment deeds,
local texts) and employ quantitative methods to deepen and test the validity of these findings.
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The Parsi community of India, descendants of Iranian-Zoroastrian migrants,
played a role far exceeding their demographic size in the social, cultural,
and educational transformations of colonial India. Concentrated mainly in
urban centers, particularly Bombay, Parsis became pioneers of educational
modernization through their close interaction with British colonial
institutions and their active engagement with Western education. This study
examines the role of Parsis in the development of modern education and its
cultural implications in Bombay between 1800 and 1920. Employing a
descriptive—analytical approach and relying on historical documents and
secondary sources, the study explores Parsi contributions to educational
institutions, women’s education, and intellectual reform movements. The
findings indicate that Parsis significantly contributed to the establishment
of modern schools, the dissemination of scientific knowledge, the
promotion of Persian and English languages, and the institutionalization of
educational reforms during the colonial period. Their educational initiatives
not only enhanced the socio-cultural position of the Parsi community but
also facilitated the emergence of a modern middle class, women’s
empowerment, and intercultural exchange in urban India. Furthermore,
Parsi engagement in education enabled the transmission of Iranian cultural
and managerial elements into the Indian context, creating a form of cultural
synergy between lIran and India. The study concludes that the Parsi
experience represents a remarkable example of how a small minority
community can influence modernization processes through strategic
investment in education and cultural adaptation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The migration of Parsis from lIran to the Indian subcontinent represents one of the most
successful and enduring diasporic experiences in history. Following the collapse of the Sasanian
Empire and the subsequent sociopolitical and religious transformations in Iran, a group of
Zoroastrians migrated to western India, particularly Gujarat, in order to preserve their religious
identity and cultural heritage. Over time, the Parsis established themselves as a distinctive
minority community while successfully adapting to the multicultural environment of India.
Their strategic integration into Indian society, combined with the preservation of their
Zoroastrian identity, enabled them to achieve a remarkable degree of economic prosperity,
social mobility, and institutional influence. By the nineteenth century, especially in Bombay,
Parsis had emerged as one of the most progressive and influential communities under British
colonial rule. Benefiting from their proximity to colonial institutions, commercial networks,
and English education, they played a significant role in introducing and institutionalizing
modern educational practices in India. Unlike many contemporary communities, Parsis actively
promoted Western-style education, scientific knowledge, and female literacy, considering
education not merely a tool of advancement.

Material & Methods

The research is primarily based on historical analysis, employing both primary and secondary
sources to reconstruct the educational, social, and cultural contributions of Parsis within the
broader framework of colonial India. The materials used in this research consist of a wide range
of historical documents, archival records, books, scholarly articles, travel accounts, and
institutional reports related to Parsi history, colonial education, and socio-cultural
developments in British India. In particular, the study relies on classical and contemporary
works concerning the history of Parsis, their diaspora, educational philanthropy, and their
interaction with British colonial institutions. Key references include works by scholars such as
John R. Hinnells, Jesse S. Palsetia, Mary Boyce, and other historians of colonial India and
Zoroastrian studies. Methodologically, the study employs a qualitative content analysis of
historical evidence to identify the mechanisms through which Parsis contributed to educational
modernization. Particular attention is paid to the establishment of schools, colleges, women’s
educational institutions, philanthropic foundations, and scientific organizations founded or
financially supported by prominent Parsi families.

Results and discussion

The findings of this study demonstrate that the Parsi community played a decisive role in the
modernization of education in colonial India, particularly in Bombay, despite its relatively small
population. Their contribution extended beyond communal interests and significantly
influenced the broader educational and cultural transformation of urban Indian society. One of
the most important findings concerns the institutional development of modern education. Parsis
were among the earliest communities to embrace Western-style education and actively
participated in establishing modern schools and colleges. Educational institutions supported by
Parsi philanthropists introduced English language instruction, modern sciences, mathematics,
and secular curricula, which differed considerably from traditional religious forms of education
dominant in India at the time. Institutions such as Elphinstone College and several community-
funded schools in Bombay contributed to the emergence of a new educated class capable of
participating in colonial administration, commerce, law, and industrial development. Another
significant finding is the promotion of women’s education, which distinguished the Parsis from
many contemporary Indian communities. At a time when female education remained socially
restricted, Parsi reformers and philanthropists established girls’ schools and encouraged
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women’s literacy. This educational advancement led to the emergence of educated Parsi women
who actively participated in teaching, healthcare, social reform, and nationalist movements.
Consequently, women’s education became an important instrument for social mobility and
gender reform within the Parsi community and later influenced broader educational reforms
across India. The study further reveals that education functioned as a mechanism for identity
reconstruction and cultural adaptation. Through educational engagement, Parsis succeeded in
maintaining core elements of their lranian-Zoroastrian heritage while simultaneously
embracing modern intellectual and institutional frameworks introduced during British
colonialism. This dual orientation enabled them to develop a hybrid cultural identity that
combined traditional ethical values with modern ideals such as rationalism, scientific progress,
and social reform. In addition, the research highlights the role of Parsi philanthropy and elite
families in shaping educational modernization. Wealthy families such as the Tata, Petit, and
Jeejeebhoy dynasties invested heavily in schools, libraries, scholarships, and scientific
institutions. Their philanthropic activities were motivated not only by economic prosperity but
also by religious ethics emphasizing charity, public welfare, and communal responsibility. Such
investments later contributed to the establishment of major educational and research institutions
that played a lasting role in India’s scientific and industrial development. Moreover, the
findings suggest that Parsi educational institutions fostered intercultural interaction and urban
pluralism. Since many schools accepted students from different religious and ethnic
backgrounds, they became spaces of intellectual exchange and coexistence. In this regard,
educational modernization facilitated not only social transformation within the Parsi
community but also broader cultural interactions among Indians, Europeans, and Iranians in
colonial Bombay.

Conclusion

Overall, the discussion indicates that the educational activities of Parsis were deeply intertwined
with larger processes of colonial modernization, urbanization, and socio-cultural
transformation. Their experience illustrates how a minority community, through strategic
engagement with education and institutional reform, could exert influence far beyond its
demographic size.
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The Shabankara kings ruled the southern region of Fars for 330 years from
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"Delgosha"”, Shabankarai's Majma' al-Ansab is the first historiographical
work that narrates the history of the old and new Shabankara kings. In this
work, which is classified as a general chronicle, Shabankarai discusses the
behavior and actions of the Shabankara people and the governance style of
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Shabankara region under the authority of the Shabankara king included the southern part of
the present-day Fars province, around the Dar-ul-Aman fortress (Chahar Barkah) 5 kilometres
from Darbgerd (as the center of government), Ej, Fasa, Estahban (Estahbanat), and Neyriz, and
the position of power of this territory extended as far as Shiraz, Sirjan, and Kerman. (Shabankara,
1363: 2/153-158) The Kurdish Shabankara kings traced their lineage to pre-Islamic Iranian kings,
taking pride in this heritage and considering themselves uniquely legitimate relative to
neighboring rulers. The rule of the Shabankara began around the middle of the fifth century with
the Fazluyyah (Fadluya) rebellion against the Buyid ruler of Fars. During the Seljuk era, the rulers
of this dynasty had conflicts with the Seljuk government over the expansion of their territory and
domination over Fars, and finally made peace with Sultan Muhammad Seljuk in 498 AH. After
this, the Shabankaras maintained their rule by dominating a limited area and were in constant
conflict with the Persian Solgharians. They ruled independently until their defeat by Hulagu and
then under the supervision of the llkhans. For this reason, they are divided into two parts: the Old
Maluk (before their defeat by the Ilkhans) and the New Maluk (the Ilkhan period). Majma’ al-
Ansab, which is the most important and one of the first works that narrates the history of Maluk
and the developments of Shabankara, is the work of Muhammad ibn Ali Shabankara. In this work,
which is included in the general chronicles, Shabankara wrote the history of the developments of
the world from the fall of Prophet Adam to his own time. The initial compilation of this work was
carried out between the years 733 AH and 736 AH in Shabankara. However, because the book
was completed at the critical moment of Abu Sa'id llkhani's death and was subsequently destroyed
in the looting of the house of his minister, Ghiyath al-Din Rashidi, it was rewritten again in 738
AH. Shabankarai was a poet and probably one of the courtiers of King Shabankara, and spent
most of his life in his homeland, Shabankara. Unlike most historical texts of the Mongol period,
Majma' al-Ansab has a simple prose that makes it easy for the general public to read.
Shabankarai's sources in compiling this general history include historical books before him,
encompassing the lost parts of the Baihagi History and the Juwayni History. He also used his own
hearsay and observations, in which he dealt with cultural history and mentioned some important
events in the formation of local governments in Iran, such as the governments of Yazd and
Lorestan. The author of Majma’ al-Ansab, of course, did not adhere to the text completely in his
narration of historical texts and made some alterations in his narration of the books he used in
order to get his desired result from the narration of history. Accordingly, it can be said that
Shabankarai tried to express the instructive stories of history in a simple language. From a
historiographical perspective, he also wrote the history of the final days of the Mongol llkhanate
from the perspective of a historian who lived before the Mongols. This book, considering the
characteristics of its author, helps to understand the thinking of the middle class of Iranian society
in the final days of the llkhanate. Shabankarai provides relatively important and first-hand
information about the behavior of the rulers of this region and its people, with regard to their
residence in Shabankara and coexistence with its inhabitants, as well as their relationship with the
courts of the rulers of this region. The following article seeks to explain Shabankarai's view of
the people and kings of this system.

Material & Methods
The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection method was
carried out using the library method.

Results and discussion
The research findings indicate that Shabankarai is seriously critical of lawlessness and
rebellion, and in general, the Shabankarai customs of the Shabankara’s people, and considers
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the idea of development and reform, justice, science, and culture, and being a politician to be
the characteristics of a desirable ruler.

Conclusion

Shabankarai, with his poetic and literary spirit, was opposed to the behavior of people in the
Shabankara, which was based on disobedience and rebellion. Although part of this opposition
was related to his spirit, it should not be forgotten that Shabankarai intended to present his book
to the llkhan, so part of what he wrote can also be considered to please the llkhanid ruler. He
considered surrendering to the new conditions and changing his way of life from the warrior
and nomadic lifestyle of the Shabankarai to urban life with new rules and keeping the Ilkhanid
central government satisfied as the best way to maintain peace and independence. Perhaps this
is why he highlighted the bravery and expansion of the territory during the old Shabankara
dynasty and recorded their conquests, but in the new dynasty, which had accepted the Mongol
tribes, he no longer considered this matter and rebellion against the central government
appropriate and constantly emphasized obedience to the orders issued by the llkhan. Although
he expressed regret over the increased presence of the Mongols in the Shabankara region, he
considered it the result of the Shabankara people's own actions.

It was based on this type of view of the people and their behavior that he praised the rulers who
focused on justice, development, reform, education, and love of science. Because these qualities
and their application in the field of land ownership and politics caused the Shabankara people
to distance themselves from lawlessness, disorder and nomadic life customs and become
civilized. Nevertheless, Shabankarai was also somewhat concerned about the independence of
Shabankara and the defense of its boundaries. Perhaps that is why he defended rulers who
resorted to deceit to preserve Shabankara's territory and independence.
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