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In the present study, focusing on the principle of the “dynamic and enduring relationship
between environment and behavior,” the phenomenon of war is examined as one of the
undeniable characteristics of the Age of Ignorance (Jahiliyyah) in Hijaz. The importance
of investigating the phenomenon of war during this period is such that it plays a significant
role in understanding the transformations of that era. Given the significance of the subject,
the main research question is: what influence did natural and climatic factors have on the
groundwork and occurrence of conflicts in the Jahiliyyah period? This article examines
the hypothesis that the environmental characteristics and natural features of Hijaz had a
considerable impact on social developments, particularly with regard to wars and battles
in the region. The research method is historical-analytical, based on library sources
(historical and geographical), through which relevant data and the research hypothesis are
analyzed. The findings, which emphasize environmental influence rather than
determinism, indicate that the nature and geography of Hijaz had a notable impact on the
formation and configuration of a specific type of social structure and political fabric in the
region. Adverse climatic conditions, the scarcity of fertile natural resources, minimal
utilization of the region’s connective position, the lack of natural attractions, and other
such factors greatly influenced the formation of their cognitive, communicational, and
livelihood systems. Living in a harsh and impoverished natural environment, along with
the absence of sustained contact with surrounding societies, also gave rise to a
corresponding moral and behavioral system. The findings suggest that the poor and harsh
geography of Hijaz—not deterministically but as a primary groundwork factor—led to
the formation of a tribal structure, a livelihood based on plunder, and ultimately the
frequent occurrence of prolonged wars.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In examining the cultural and social developments of pre-Islamic Hejaz, two prominent
characteristics exist which are interconnected. One is the occurrence of numerous wars, and the
second is the specific geographical and climatic features of Hejaz. Among all nations and
societies, the existence of war and the occurrence of conflict is self-evident, and almost all of
them have a history of it. However, in Hejaz, particularly in the Jahiliyya era (Age of Ignorance),
the occurrence of successive wars and frequent conflicts expanded to such an extent that it became
one of the distinctive cultural and social characteristics of this period. In such a way that, in
examining and explaining the social characteristics of the pre-Islamic Jahili Arabs, the topic of
‘war, conflict, and rebellion’ is considered among the keywords that are at the forefront of issues.
The prominence of this phenomenon is such that with the mention of the Jahiliyya period, one of
the most significant interpretations that comes to mind is the intense inclination of the Hejaz
inhabitants towards war and adopting the path of combat and militarism. The minor and major
tribal wars in Hejaz were a phenomenon whose formation and expansion were related to various
causes and factors. One of the important factors is the natural and climatic features of that region,
which had a relatively great impact on the formation of social structure, political interactions, and
consequently their way of life and livelihood. This matter proved influential and played a role in
the emergence of wars and the occurrence of violence. Resource scarcity, heat and aridity of the
air, unfavorable natural conditions, and weakness in establishing continuous communication with
the surroundings caused them to be placed in a self-imposed confinement and constantly engage
in clashing and confronting each other. Therefore, the role and influence of natural, geographical,
and environmental features in the formation of this situation was important. This research
attempts to address the influence of geographical features on the formation of the social culture
of Hejaz inhabitants and its impact on the occurrence of Jahili battles.

Material & Methods
The method of this research is historical-analytical, relying on library sources (historical and
geographical).

Results and discussion

In each geographical region, according to its natural resources and features, the way of life and
type of livelihood of people is largely shaped in accordance with that same situation. This matter
is effective in producing a specific type of behavioral patterns and socio-cultural structure, such
that it also leads to the differentiation of societies. The environment is a complex and composite
concept with various dimensions. The more accurately the environment and place are
understood, the better the understanding of phenomena and developments that have occurred
within that context. In the Hejaz region, the factor of nature (scarcity of water and fertile soil)
had a great impact on shaping a specific type of behavior and social life there, which manifested
in the emergence of a series of endless battles and conflicts, and the occurrence of violence and
perpetual disputes. Furthermore, numerous and scattered tribes, given the limitations of
favorable natural resources, existed in a fragile situation relative to one another. The Hejazi
tribes and nomads, rather than thinking and acting toward establishing regular and continuous social
and economic relations with neighboring nations, were engaged in repeated encroachments and
raids on the border areas of surrounding states. The combination of the above factors led to the
social spirit and cultural characteristics of the Arabs remaining static without dynamism or progress
at that same tribal level, and the radius of their thought and understanding became confined within
the narrow circle of the tribe. This self-imposed confinement rendered their social and political
culture vulnerable, made their lives stagnant, and rendered inter-tribal relations fragile. The harsh
and impoverished nature, the limited communication and very low level of relations of the Hejazis
with neighboring nations, and the tribal life brought important consequences and effects on the
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social and human issues of that region, the crystallization of which manifested in the weakness of
reasoning, analysis, and problem-solving based on the tradition of dialogue for logically confronting
current events. For this reason, and due to the internalization of a spirit of aggression in the pre-
Islamic Jahili Arabs, in many cases, upon the occurrence of a minor issue, disputes would ignite,
and conflicts would form. The Jahili Arab would forbid women, wine, and perfume until he had
taken revenge on his rivals. According to the logic of the Jahili Arab, war was considered the sole
and primary option by which all minor and major matters were decided. When the Jahili Arab
decided on war and revenge, he imagined no way back. In current events, they considered the sword
more valid and effective than any other option for resolving issues. The Ayyam al- ‘Arab (Days of
the Arabs) is among the subjects that was common in Hejaz during the Jahiliyya era and
demonstrates the extensive wars, warlike disposition, and continuous disputes among the Arabs,
such that they recall it with pride-numerous conflicts that would quickly ignite over trivial pretexts.

Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate that there was a logical and influential relationship
between the geography of Hejaz and the phenomenon of war in the Jahiliyya era. The
developments of Hejaz in the Jahiliyya period represent one of the most important historical
junctures that clearly demonstrates the connection and influence between geographical and
natural features and the formation of the livelihood system, relations, and social structure of
that region. The combination and reciprocal influence of geographical and social factors caused
the social structure, communication system, and livelihood of the inhabitants of Hejaz to also
flow within a specific framework. The totality of natural factors such as hot and scorching
climate, poor nature, scarcity of pastures and fertile lands, vast deserts, low humidity,
insufficient and limited water resources, etc., left a lasting and significant impact on the
formation of the social and behavioral system of Hejaz. In the harsh nature and poor
environment (in natural terms), behaviors appropriate to it were also shaped. The spread of
conflicts and the emergence of the phenomenon of war were among its consequences. In a
situation of resource scarcity, numerous tribes, and the absence of a political structure
regulating beyond the tribe, the occurrence of conflict over the possession of limited resources
was natural. This issue was particularly and extensively overshadowed by the survival of the
tribe. Harsh competition and constant struggle for living and survival were a reality that
emerged due to natural factors and permeated their social and political culture. The natural
characteristics of Hejaz caused the inhabitants of the surrounding region as well not to make
effective efforts to establish continuous communication with the peripheral areas of the
peninsula. In a situation of non-communication with other regions, they lived in an isolationist
state, disputes arose, and minor and major conflicts developed. The lasting influence of the role
of geography in creating the communication and social system of Hejaz prevented them from
transcending the primary natural influences on behavior and entering new stages of social life.
The result of this was the production and intensification of disputes, which manifested in the
form of a series of minor and major battles and conflicts. The outcome of the resulting situation
was that 'war and plunder' became manifest as a prominent phenomenon in their social life.
Hostility and conflict became a usual and conventional matter in that society.
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The clergy, as an important class with different attitudes, played a significant role
in the formation of the Iranian Constitutional Revolution and the Great French
Revolution. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to answer the question: What
were the most important similarities and differences between the clergy in the
Iranian Constitutional Revolution and the Great French Revolution? In these two
revolutions, the Iranian and French clergy, considering that they were from the
main and influential classes of society, tried to maintain their status among the
people and adjust the direction of the revolution towards their intended goals,
which could be their similarity. However, the difference between them was that the
clergy in Iran took the lead in the revolution and emphasized the implementation
of Sharia laws and implemented the necessary changes in the parliament and the
constitutional law. However, in France, the clergy lost its main position due to the
lack of a reliable popular base, and the laws in that country's parliament were
formulated by liberals, and no place was considered for Sharia laws and the
implementation of the opinions of the clergy. This article examines the dimensions
and angles of this issue using a comparative method based on description and
analysis. The research findings show that Iranian clerics wanted a constitution
based on Islamic laws, considering the social structure of Iranian society, but in
France, constitutionalists, considering the humanist culture of Europe, separated
religion from politics. Thus, the role of the clergy in this event was diminished.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article compares the approaches of the Iranian clergy in the Constitutional Revolution with
those of the clergy in the Great French Revolution and examines their consequences. The reason
for choosing this topic is that the clergy class, considering the social structure of Iranian society,
has always played a significant role in influencing people's thoughts throughout history,
especially during the Qajar period and after the tobacco concession was banned under the
leadership of Mirza Shirzai, the Shiite clergy, as progressive leaders, guided different segments
of society and brought the Constitutional Revolution to fruition. By writing treatises, they
introduced constitutionalism in accordance with Islamic law and had a positive stance towards
this important event.

However, a minority of this community also viewed it with a negative attitude, but the great
clerics in practice changed the authoritarian system by mobilizing the people, and as a result,
after the revolution, they strongly emphasized the religious nature of its achievements so that
the legitimacy of the constitution would not be lost. The class system also dominated the society
of that country on the eve of the Great French Revolution (1789). In the meantime, the clergy
class was at the top and enjoyed great power and had many privileges in their hands. Therefore,
when the third class, that is, the lower classes of society, revolted against the interests of the
nobility and the upper classes, the clergy did not react well, but due to the pressure of the people,
they finally surrendered and lost many privileges. Finally, considering the European structure
of French society, they separated religion from politics, unlike the Iranian Constitutional
Revolution. Although the French Revolution preceded the Iranian Constitutional Revolution,
since it had a certain influence on the thoughts of Iranian freethinkers and some clerics, it is
possible to examine the performance of the clergy class in both revolutions in a comparative
manner.

Material & Methods
This article examines the dimensions and angles of this issue using a comparative method based
on description and analysis, as well as using reliable historical sources.

Results and discussion

The research findings show that Iranian clerics wanted a constitution based on Islamic laws,
considering the social structure of Iranian society, but in France, constitutionalists, considering
the humanist culture of Europe, separated religion from politics. Thus, the role of the clergy in
this event was diminished.

Conclusion

The Iranian Constitutional Revolution and the French Revolution are considered to be social
revolutions that brought about rapid and fundamental changes in the political, economic, and
social structure of society, in which the lower classes of society rose up to eliminate injustice,
financial corruption, and tyranny of the government. The French Revolution, due to its scope,
became the forerunner of revolutions in some countries, so that the intellectuals and educated
classes of these societies, considering the social and political structure of their country,
benefited from its ideals to the extent possible. Iranians were no exception to this rule, and they
became familiar with the truth of the revolution through books and the press, and of course,
they tried to follow its example by considering the conditions of the society.

Meanwhile, the role of the clergy in popular mobilization was significant. Unlike the French,
who had intellectuals at the top of the pyramid of struggle and had isolated and marginalized
the clergy, and thus advanced their revolution, prominent Iranian clerics, as the main leaders,
along with intellectual elements, were able to benefit from the people's deep dissatisfaction with
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Iran's entry into the new era and the numerous defeats from foreign forces and their colonialism,
which was also accompanied by internal tyranny and thus created a deep conflict, and
strengthen the revolutionary spirit in them.

Meanwhile, the clergy, which before the promotion of constitutionalism could only be
categorized from a religious perspective and interpretations, was then faced with new issues in
the areas of freedom, law, security, and social justice, and therefore declared its position on
each of them. The Constitutional Revolution, which was considered the starting point of Iran's
entry into the new era, caused a great gap to form between political forces, including the clergy,
in relation to tradition, modernity, and revolution. In this regard, major divisions emerged
among the clergy, which can be divided into three groups: Sharia-oriented, justice-oriented, and
religious modernists.

Although a number of traditional scholars opposed the constitution, the majority joined the
movement and helped advance the movement's goals with religious and reckless fatwas, and
they proposed freedom, equality, and separation of powers, and considered it in accordance
with Islamic law. In France, the social movement was ideologically the embodiment of the
ideals of the liberal school and was led by the capitalist class, especially modern intellectuals,
who abandoned the feudal system, aristocracy, and the power of the clergy in society, and thus
the country underwent transformations. In fact, the humanist spirit that had its roots in the
European Renaissance era penetrated France. They promoted secularism by separating religion
from politics, unlike the Iranian revolutionaries, but like the Iranians, they suffered a crisis
because they did not benefit from a unified thought. The church also lost its privileges and no
longer gained serious power.
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Examining the United States’ foreign policy regarding the issue of Jews in France
during World War II is not merely aimed at identifying the country’s ideological
or religious perspectives but rather reflects a historical approach to the study of
international relations, highlighting the role of the U.S. in shaping the political
trajectory of nations based on its strategic interests and objectives. This study seeks
to investigate the influence of human, economic, and geopolitical factors on the
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the Second World War, the issue of genocide—and particularly the fate of the Jews in
France—became one of the most significant and contentious topics in contemporary history.
The emergence of organized violence and inhumane policies under the Vichy regime, which
maintained a structural alignment with Nazi Germany’s anti-Jewish measures, not only
highlights the catastrophic dimensions of this period but also underscores the urgent need for
historical and analytical re-examination of these events. From this perspective, an investigation
into the role of France’s domestic political institutions, alongside the pressures and exigencies
of the international system, is indispensable for a precise understanding of this historical epoch.
This study initially seeks to clarify the social and political conditions of Jews in France by analyzing
the policies and responses of the Vichy regime, grounding the analysis in historical documents and
sources. The widespread oppression and persecution endured by Jews in the years preceding the
war as well as during the Second World War were not merely a threat to their physical existence;
they also laid the groundwork for the emergence of a global discourse aimed at exposing anti-Jewish
policies and critiquing the structures complicit with Nazism. Within this framework; revisiting the
policies of the Vichy regime as part of the history of state responsibility for mass atrocities acquires
particular importance. Indeed, adopting an analytical-historical approach, this study examines
Vichy regime policies toward Jews while simultaneously considering the responses and stances of
transregional actors—most notably the United States—in the face of these developments. The
article is structured around three main axes: first, the social and political situation of Jews in France
prior to the Second World War; second, an analysis of the conduct and policies of the Vichy regime
under Nazi German influence during the war; and third, the reaction and position of the United
States regarding anti-Jewish policies and their postwar consequences, with particular attention to
how the emergence and expansion of the Zionist movement influenced American foreign policy
orientation. The present study is based on a comparative analysis of multilingual sources—Arabic,
English, French, and Italian. This linguistic diversity enables an examination of the question of
French Jews and the role of the United States from multiple intellectual, political, and historical
perspectives. Among the Arabic sources, Shaker Nouri’s work, The Zionist Movement in France
from the Dreyfus Affair to the Present, focuses on the evolution of Zionism within the context of
French political history, offering an analytical background for understanding the nexus between the
Jewish question and the dynamics of transatlantic powers. Similarly, Tawfiq Abubakr’s The United
States of America and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, by examining overarching U.S. policies toward
Jewish and Zionist issues, provides a theoretical framework for analyzing America’s role in
European developments, particularly in France. In the domain of French sources, Romain Duper’s
Le Temps vécu des Juifs en France pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale concentrates on the lived
experience of French Jews during the war, reconstructing the social, cultural, and psychological
dimensions of the period and enabling connections to be drawn between domestic French
developments and international policies. The use of this work helps the present study move beyond
apurely political level of analysis to attend to the human and historical layers of the issue. Together,
these works—along with other thematically related sources—form the theoretical and analytical
framework of the present study and provide a basis for examining the historical role of the United
States in developments related to the Jewish question in France within a multidimensional and
interdisciplinary context.

Material & Methods

The present study seeks to examine the influence of human, economic, and geopolitical factors
on the foreign policy orientation of the United States by elucidating the theoretical and
intellectual foundations of U.S. political decision-making. The research methodology employed
in this study is based on the description and analysis of a historical event.
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Results and discussion

Examining and analyzing the United States’ foreign policy regarding the issue of Jews in France
during World War II is not merely aimed at identifying the country’s ideological or religious
perspectives but rather reflects a historical approach to the study of international relations,
highlighting the role of the U.S. in shaping the political trajectory of nations based on its
strategic interests and objectives. This study seeks to investigate the influence of human,
economic, and geopolitical factors on the orientation of U.S. foreign policy by explaining the
theoretical and intellectual foundations of American political decision-making. In this context,
the situation of French Jews at different stages of World War Il and the behavior of the Vichy
government toward them are analyzed to show that a significant part of the anti-Jewish policies
in France was rooted in structural collaboration with Nazi Germany. The findings indicate that
during the early stages of the war, the United States adopted an ambiguous and indecisive stance
toward these developments; however, in the final stages of the war, coinciding with the growing
influence of Zionist movements in the U.S., Washington’s policy gradually shifted toward
indirect support for the idea of establishing a national state for the Jews in Palestine.

Conclusion

After the end of the Second World War, European Jews, through extensive cooperation with
the United States, were able to carry out a large-scale organization to support survivors and
facilitate their emigration. Thousands of survivors were transferred to safe zones, while many
others saved their lives with financial and humanitarian assistance. Concurrently, efforts were
made to support Jews worldwide—particularly in the United States—in order to establish a
cohesive and organized community in Palestine and to restore the rights of war survivors in
Europe (Ford, 2013: 179). These actions aimed to attract Washington’s attention and secure
financial, humanitarian, and political backing, thereby making possible the reconstruction of
Jewish communities in Europe and migration to Palestine. European Jews also sought to
demonstrate that the harm and oppression inflicted upon them should be redressed through
organized international action, and that the United States and its allied governments bore
responsibility for their protection. In France as well, coordinated efforts were undertaken to
repatriate survivors and collect aid, enabling Jews to benefit from American support. These
measures included identifying needs, gathering financial and humanitarian assistance, and
establishing support networks for survivors. During this period, the United States pursued two
major approaches: (1) supporting European Jews to prevent further violence and ensure their
security; and (2) facilitating Jewish migration to Palestine and creating social and political
structures for the Zionist community. These policies were significant not only for Jews but also
for global security and stability, serving as an example of international cooperation to address
the consequences of World War 11 and Nazi policies. Jewish organizations and associations in
Europe and the United States played a key role in providing financial resources and social
support for survivors. Through these organizations, the United States facilitated protective and
migratory measures. These programs included support for the reconstruction of Jewish
communities, asset management, and assistance with legal migration to Palestine, ultimately
leading to the creation of an extensive network for the protection of Jewish rights.
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The phenomenon of ta’arof is one of the most distinctive elements of Iranian
culture, whose diverse manifestations can be vividly observed in historical and
literary texts, particularly in the travelogues of the Qajar era. Travel writers of this

Received: period—both those recounting their lived experiences and those observing Iranian
2026/04/27 society from an outsider’s perspective—provide extensive descriptions of social
Accepted: relations, power dynamics, rituals of hospitality, economic exchanges, and
2026/05/23 administrative interactions, in many of which ta’arof plays a significant role.
pp: Employing a qualitative content analysis approach and focusing on a selection of
43-54 notable Qajar travelogues, this study explores the different manifestations of

ta’arof, the mechanisms underlying its formation, and the social functions
Keywords: embedded within this practice. The findings indicate that ta’arof in these travel
Culture; narratives is not merely an everyday act of politeness but a cultural mechanism that
Qajar; regulates social relationships, manages power distance, preserves social dignity,
Ta’arof; and reinforces communal solidarity. Iranian travel writers generally regard ta’arof
Travelogue. as a natural and essential aspect of social life, interpreting it within the framework

of cultural norms and collective identity. In contrast, European observers often
approach the concept with fascination, confusion, or even misunderstanding,
attempting to interpret it through their own cultural paradigms and at times
portraying it as exaggerated, overly intricate, or impractical. Examining the
representation of ta’arof in Qajar travelogues thus provides deeper insight into the
social structure of nineteenth- century Iran and the ways it was perceived and
depicted by both insiders and outsiders. This analysis not only clarifies the
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understanding of intercultural perception and the reflective nature of travel writing
in Iranian studies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines ta’arof, a distinctive feature of Iranian culture, as represented in Qajar-era
travelogues. Using a qualitative content analysis of selected travel narratives by both Iranian
and European writers, the research explores the forms, origins, and social functions of ta’arof
in nineteenth-century Iran. The findings show that ta’arof is more than a simple act of
politeness; it is a cultural mechanism that shapes social relations, manages power distance,
preserves dignity, and strengthens communal solidarity. Iranian travel writers generally present
ta’arof as a natural and necessary part of social life, closely tied to cultural norms and collective
identity. In contrast, European observers often view it with curiosity, confusion, or
misunderstanding, sometimes describing it as excessive or impractical. Overall, the study
reveals how ta’arof reflects the social structure of Qajar Iran and highlights differences in
cultural perception, making travelogues valuable sources for understanding both Iranian society
and intercultural interpretation.

Ta’arof is one of the most fundamental communicative mechanisms in Iranian culture, forming
a complex system of speech and behavior rooted in Iranian history and collective memory. It is
not merely a set of polite expressions, but a functional social language used to maintain order,
hierarchy, respect, and self-image across a wide range of interactions, from family life to
political and economic exchange. Ta’arof also reflects a paradox between reality and
appearance, or between genuine intention and socially appropriate speech. While it can express
empathy, respect, and social harmony, it may also create misunderstanding, reduce
transparency, or conceal personal interests. In this sense, ta’arof functions as a social technology
for regulating relationships.

Its importance became especially visible in the Qajar era, when Iran experienced major
political, economic, and cultural changes and was increasingly exposed to foreign observers.
European travelers often viewed ta’arof either as a sign of refined hospitality or as a confusing
and overly complex practice. Their travelogues provide valuable descriptions of ta’arof in
hospitality, trade, official meetings, and everyday interaction. This study aims to examine the
various manifestations of ta’arof in Qajar travelogues and to show how it served both as a tool
of social cohesion and a source of intercultural misunderstanding. It argues that ta’arof is far
more than simple politeness and is one of the most distinctive symbols of Iranian culture.

Material & Methods
This research adopts a qualitative, text-based approach grounded in discourse analysis and
comparative cultural interpretation. The primary corpus consists of selected travelogues written
by European visitors to Iran during the Qajar period, including diplomats, merchants,
missionaries, military officers, and independent travelers. These texts were chosen based on
three criteria:

e explicit reference to ta’arof, politeness rituals, or Persian etiquette;

e detailed descriptions of social interactions involving hosts, officials, merchants, or

common people; and

e availability in reliable published editions.
Using discourse analysis, the study examines how travelers described ta’arof, the linguistic
choices they used, and the implicit cultural assumptions embedded in their interpretations.
These descriptions are then contextualized within broader European notions of civility,
sincerity, and social hierarchy in the nineteenth century. Comparative cultural analysis further
allows the study to juxtapose Iranian norms of politeness with European expectations, thus
identifying sources of misunderstanding.
Additionally, the research draws on secondary literature in Iranian cultural studies,
anthropology of etiquette, and Qajar historiography to clarify the conceptual framework. By
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integrating close reading of primary texts with theoretical insights, the methodology aims to
uncover both explicit statements and underlying narratives shaping European perceptions of
Iranian social conduct.

Conclusion

This study used qualitative content analysis of European travelogues from the Qajar era to
examine ta’arof as a cultural and communicative mechanism rather than merely a linguistic
custom or social ritual. The findings show that ta’arof is presented in travel narratives in
complex and sometimes contradictory ways, standing between praise and criticism,
understanding and misinterpretation, and politeness and performativity. Many European
travelers described ta’arof as a sign of hospitality, humility, cultural richness, and social
refinement. They saw it as a means of preserving honor, creating intimacy, and reducing tension
in everyday interactions. However, others judged it through their own cultural norms and
interpreted it as excessive, indirect, time-consuming, or even hypocritical. These
misunderstandings often reflected cultural differences rather than the actual social logic of
Qajar Iran, where directness could be seen as rude and socially disruptive. The study also shows
that ta’arof played an important role in managing power relations, reinforcing hierarchy, and
facilitating social and administrative interactions in a context of weak institutions. Overall,
ta’arof in Qajar Iran was not simply politeness or hypocrisy, but part of a broader cultural code
for handling complex social relations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In fact, with the creation of human communities and the formation of institutions of power and
economy, the fire of wars was also ignited, and prisoners of war were exploited to meet material
and non-material needs, and then, with the establishment of laws, this trend continued. Initially,
the classical system of slavery that prevailed in ancient Greece and Rome was formed based on
the Aristotelian worldview, which believed that "people are not equal in talent, understanding
and intelligence, and the Greeks are nobles from other nations, and if they take other nations
into slavery, it is permissible; because free people should spend their leisure time on the duties
of humanity and acquiring knowledge and thinking, and hand over physical work to slaves who
are like animals and instruments. If the instruments worked by themselves, of course, there
would be no need for slaves; in short, slaves are the property of the gods, and they have no
rights over them.” This Aristotelian worldview, which describes slaves as tools, left its mark
after the entry of Greek philosophy into the Islamic world. In this way, slavery became a
common tradition and continued in societies based on class inequality and group discrimination.
Therefore, the most important sources of obtaining slaves were: taking captives from infidels,
buying them from the market, and acquiring the children of parents who were slaves, who were
called captive slaves, gold-purchased slaves, and home-born slaves, respectively; slave traders
(nakhasans) in particular developed the slave trade. According to the discussion, captives who
entered Islamic society were bought and sold based on the advantages they had. In fact, the
education and training of slaves increased their price and value. Among the slaves, there were
women and girls from different classes of society who entered the Islamic world as slaves and
were traded according to their beauty and art and entered the homes of the caliphs, emirs and
other strata of society; those who entered the court of the caliphate often had great influence
and power; otherwise, they took on various roles such as servants, nurses, entertainers,
musicians, cooks, etc. In this way, slaves had an active presence in most areas of life according
to the socio-cultural conditions of the society, so examining their living conditions contributes
greatly to understanding the social and cultural history of that era.

Material & Methods

The present research was conducted based on a combined approach of description and
explanation, and using the method of document analysis related to the subject. The materials
extracted from the researchers' sources and research were organized based on the type of subject
and time sequence, and then the data from the sources was evaluated based on historical criteria
and the accuracy of the materials based on the preference for documents or the reliability of the
narrator. To organize the findings and classify the data, the tools of recording and taking notes
from the sources were used, and the information was examined qualitatively after analysis and
decomposition. The results of this research can be effective in understanding the cultural and
social aspects of the Islamic period.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that, after the death of the Messenger of God (PBUH), the course of
slavery took a different path due to repeated wars and extensive conquests, as well as the large
number of captives and the rulers' distancing from the Prophet's (PBUH) way of life and
methods, and the status of slaves was considered as human goods. Therefore, war and captivity
led to the establishment of the institution of slavery for the purchase and sale of slaves in order
to employ them in production and service work, and after that, with the enactment of laws in
this regard, especially in class societies, this trend continued. In this regard, the institution of
slavery was prevalent among the Arabs of the pre-Islamic period, as well as other nations, and
it continued during the Islamic period, and became more common than before during the time
of the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs, when extensive conquests were made; prisoners of war,
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some of whom had a noble background, entered the Islamic society as slaves and were deprived
of their human rights. Over time, the Arab caliphs, by using educational methods such as
cleansing the past of slaves, such as changing their names and punishing them, even if they
were children, forced them to accept a subordinate and instrumental position, so that they would
always be subordinate and grateful to their owners in all circumstances. Among the slaves, first,
female slaves came to power, who were also called concubines. The slaves who were captured
in the war with the Muslims were from different social classes; they included the daughter of
the king, the emir, the nobles, and ordinary people.

Conclusion

As a result, the slaves who entered the court of the Caliphate, some of whom were endowed
with perfection and beauty, gained a superior position as seriya; most of the caliphs and their
children were born into slave families, and their lineages changed. In addition, although the
slaves had a lower status than the wives of the owners; they did not have the restrictions of free
women and were not confined to the fence of the house and completely obedient; poetry and
music were the monopoly of the slaves, and in fact, the Arabs' interest in music caused the
slaves to learn the techniques of singing, in addition to the subject of the poets' poetry. Since
teaching singing required memorizing Arabic folk poems, teaching literary techniques also
became popular, and the slaves advanced so much in this area that they themselves wrote poetry
and invented original themes. Thus, the slaves played an important role in the development of
music, literature and fine arts, or as the Arabs called them, high manners, which added to their
value. Also, in many cases, they were the companions of the owner; this created an emotional
relationship between the slave and the owner, and on the other hand, it reduced the free woman's
connection with her husband and children. Therefore, women were forced to retreat into
seclusion, lost their self-respect, and accepted all kinds of oppression and humiliation.
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The rule of Zandiye is often equal to the period of Karim Khan Zand, because his
numerous successors ruled for a short time. With Shiraz as its capital and close
proximity to the Persian Gulf, this government placed great importance on
maritime waterways. Compared to previous dynasties, it intervened much more
actively in the Southern Seas. This period directly coincided with the era when
European colonial powers were actively attempting to occupy and dominate the
Persian Gulf and its coastlines. Thus, the Zandiyeh government seriously faced the
European colonial phenomenon in its various and complex forms in the Persian
Gulf and its coasts and islands. Therefore, the rulership of Zandieh became more
involved in the issues of the Persian Gulf and the south in border, regional and even
international relations. At this point, the issues of the Persian Gulf were a multi-
faceted, intertwined issue with the presence of numerous and influential parties.
Given this context, the central question is: what policies and strategies did Karim
Khan Zand implement toward European nations—particularly England—and what
were his ultimate goals? Furthermore, did the Zand administration truly understand
the nature of European colonialism? Evidence suggests that through key influences,
such as regional trade and relations with the Indian subcontinent, Karim Khan
gained a clear understanding of European geopolitical behavior and British colonial
ambitions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Zand dynasty is often equated with the period of Karim Khan Zand, because his numerous
successors, each of whom lasted only a few months, did not remain in power. This dynasty,
with its capital in Shiraz, was very important to it due to its proximity to the Persian Gulf, and
waterways were forced to intervene more in that watery region than previous dynasties. These
times especially coincided with the presence of European colonialists, each of whom sought to
seize and dominate the Persian Gulf and its coasts. In this way, the Zand dynasty seriously faced
the phenomenon of European colonialism in its various and complex forms in the Persian Gulf
and its coasts and islands. At this point, Iran's interaction and relations with the Europeans in
the Persian Gulf began in a clear and distinct manner, which was very different from the
previous Safavid, Afghan, and Afshari periods. On the other hand, the Zand dynasty faced a
major difference from the previous dynasties, and that was that the capital of this government
was located in a city near the Persian Gulf, namely Shiraz, which created special requirements
for it in dealing with the issues of the Persian Gulf.

Material & Methods

This article, relying on the library method and documents related to the subject, seeks to explain
the interaction, confrontation, and politics of Karim Khan Zand in the Persian Gulf, considering
numerous influential factors. To examine such a phenomenon, an analytical and comprehensive
method is needed to see all the influential and multifaceted factors in this multiple and multi-
layered game. Hence, a rational and argumentative explanation has been proposed without any
bias or prejudice, which sees all the parties involved in the scene, including cities, people, tribes,
and political and social powers, and not all cases are seen from one side or both sides.

Results and discussion

Undoubtedly, the Zand dynasty's sovereignty in border, regional and even international
relations was more involved in the Persian Gulf and the southern waterways. This was
indicative of the new power that emerged from the sea. At this point, the Persian Gulf issues
were a multilateral, intertwined issue with the maximum presence of numerous and influential
parties. Now the question is, what strategies and policies did Karim Khan Zand adopt towards
European countries, especially England, in view of the above, and to what extent was he
familiar with their colonial intentions? Evidence indicates that Karim Khan Zand, under the
influence of factors such as relations with the Indian subcontinent, had acquired knowledge and
understanding of the behavior and performance of Europeans, including England.

The Zand dynasty, like the Afshar dynasty, which was equivalent to the name Nader, is more
equivalent to the period of Karim Khan Zand. The purpose of this article is not to examine the
process of establishing and continuing the Zand dynasty and the military, economic and
religious policies of Karim Khan Zand. Rather, it aims to examine Iran's interaction and
relations with Europeans in the early part of the colonial period in the Zand dynasty, which has
many differences from the Safavid, Afghan and Afshari periods. On the other hand, the Zand
dynasty had a major difference from previous dynasties, and that is that it was, to some extent,
a maritime state, which led to more conflict and tension with European colonial powers such as
England and the Netherlands. In fact, colonialism began from the very beginning with maritime
power. If this division is correct, that some states are maritime and some are land-based, then
the Iranian states until the Zand dynasty were completely land-based and non-marine-based and
had no special connection with the sea. Most of the capitals of those governments were in cities
such as Isfahan, Tabriz, Qazvin, Hamedan, Mashhad, Rey, etc., which were hundreds of miles
away from the open seas. Therefore, those governments that emerged and lived on land and on
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horseback were not very familiar with the sea and its requirements and necessities, such as
navigation, shipping, etc.

During the Zand dynasty, and especially during the reign of Karim Khan Zand, relations with
its neighbors underwent many changes compared to the Afshari and even Safavid periods. The
important point is that the Zand dynasty became more involved in border relations with the
Persian Gulf than with land borders, and this was indicative of new developments and events
that had emerged from the sea long before: the arrival of Europeans and the beginning of the
colonial era. From the second half of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century,
the flow of colonialism, which had started slowly two decades earlier, gained more speed and
strengthened and narrowed its circle of expansion and domination, and entered an important
and new stage. At this point, the relations of the British with the Zand dynasty were full of ups
and downs. The British had good relations with the Zand dynasty, and even before that, as long
as no requests were made to them against the Arabs, Arab tribes, and sheikhs. Whenever they
were faced with such requests, they would first respond negatively and, in the second stage,
would provide minimal assistance. This was because their traffic and a large part of their
activity and profits went through the Arabs, who had a significant naval force and fleet. On the
other hand, they did not want the Iranian governments to have much power in the Persian Gulf.
Meanwhile, the relations of the Iranian governments, especially from the Safavids onwards,
with the Arabs were challenging and incompatible. Another problem was that the Iranian
governments did not seek to establish good relations with the Arabs, or at least did not seek to
attract them, and this gave the British a special opportunity.

Conclusion

Thus, the Zand dynasty government seriously faced the phenomenon of European colonialism
in its various and complex forms in the Persian Gulf and its coasts and islands, which will be
examined from various aspects in the following article. Now, the question is, what factors and
mechanisms did Karim Khan Zand's approach and policy towards the presence and intervention
of European states in the Persian Gulf rely on? However, Karim Khan's approach to relations
was more influenced by the multifaceted and complex events and developments, especially
with the Europeans in the Persian Gulf. The choice of Shiraz as the capital showed that Karim
Khan Zand most likely realized that the modern era had no entrance or exit except the sea.
Therefore, considering the density of claimants and the number of events in the south and the
Persian Gulf, he tried to have a relatively more active presence there. Therefore, depending on
the numerous parties present and involved in the Persian Gulf, including local rulers, Arab
sheikhs, tribal leaders and cities, as well as the strong and influential presence of Europeans in
the form of trading companies and naval fleets, Karim Khan began his own political game,
which, while maintaining his power and dominance, avoided getting close to the British. His
approach to relations was to some extent to attract and attract the French and the Indians as
competitors of the British. However, Karim Khan Zand was more interested in his own interests
in the relations. More importantly, Karim Khan had correctly realized a phenomenon called
colonialism, and in view of this, he adopted a kind of policy of firmness and caution, especially
towards England.
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