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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article type: During the Qajar era, Iranian society was facing a gradual transition from
Research Avticle tradition to modernity, especially in the field of health and treatment. Folk
) beliefs, traditional Iranian medicine, and the early influences of Western
Received: medicine played an influential role in shaping the public attitude towards
izcigttgfl h_ealth and treatment _methods. Foreign_travelers' reports provide a striking
2025/12/29 picture of I_ranlan §ouety's approgch to illness, treatmcfnt, _and the gonpe_pt of
op: health during this period, which shows a combination of individual
1-13 experiences, superstitious beliefs, and nascent efforts of modern medicine.
This study, using historical texts, examines the influence and spread of folk
Keywords: medical beliefs, traditional Iranian medicine, Western medicine, and
Qajar era; superstitious elements in Qajar Iranian society. During this period, people had
Medicine; diverse attitudes toward the causes of diseases and treatment methods, which
Treatment, were often based on traditional medicine, individual experiences, or
Folk Beliefs; institutionalized beliefs. This research, using a historical method and

O T, analyzing data extracted from reliable sources, explains historical statements

related to healing in popular beliefs. The main question of the research is what
factors were influential in the promotion and growth of folk beliefs in the
treatment and medicine practices of the Qajar period, and what position did
folk beliefs have in the medical practices of the Qajar period? The findings
show that individual attitudes and acquired group experiences played a
significant role in explaining the causes of disease and choosing treatment
methods. Folk medicine and modern medicine were present in society at the
same time, but the resistance of a large part of society to modern treatment
methods, due to the weakness of health facilities, specific climatic and social
conditions, and the lack of public awareness of modern medicine, contributed
to the spread of folk healing beliefs in the Qajar era.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most significant achievements of the Industrial Revolution era was the development
of advanced healthcare systems. Subsequently, the expansion of cultural and technological
exchanges between Iran and global civilization raised the necessity for attention to new health
and hygiene standards among the intelligentsia and a segment of Qajar-era policymakers.
However, despite the penetration of modern treatment methods into Iran, particularly during
the premiership of Amir Kabir and his health reforms, the majority of the country’s population,
due to a lack of knowledge, structural weaknesses in medical facilities, and a lack of public
access to modern medical technologies, were driven towards superstitions and local medical
beliefs. Diseases such as cholera, plague, malaria, influenza (grippe), typhus, typhoid, leprosy,
and similar ailments during the Qajar period inclined a society suffering from a shortage of
modern facilities toward popular treatments and beliefs rooted in magic and sorcery. These
epidemics would spread according to environmental conditions after breaking out. The lack of
adherence to basic hygiene principles and ignorance of health recommendations caused false
notions and superstitious beliefs to become prevalent, and people, when faced with contagious
diseases like typhus, diarrhoea, cholera, plague, and especially smallpox, which claimed the
lives of many children, resorted to unscientific and illusory methods (Dalmani, 1378: 2/106-
109). In this context, examining the role of the individual and collective tendencies of various
societal classes in the occurrence of diseases or the selection of specific treatment approaches
is also important. In this regard, the intense prevalence of popular and superstitious therapeutic
ideas among large segments of the people and the reluctance towards modern treatment
methods, especially in the early Qajar rule, exacerbated the situation of communicable and non-
communicable diseases and increased the mortality rate during this period (Elgood, 1352: 622).
European physicians, who were present in various social strata of Iran through consular,
diplomatic, commercial, and religious activities, in addition to introducing and promoting their
new methods of treatment, also confronted some of the old methods of treating epidemic and
contagious diseases. Approaching the end of the Qajar era shows historical evidence of a shift
in people’s approach toward traditional beliefs (intertwined with folk notions). In other words,
public awareness regarding modern treatment methods and techniques had increased; however,
traditional medicine still had widespread use, Iranian physicians were busy treating patients,
and they maintained a special position in Iranian society. Consequently, the four main prevalent
treatment approaches in the Qajar era were: 1- Iranian medicine; 2- Western medicine; 3-
Popular healing; and 4- Superstitious medicine. The present study seeks to describe some of the
medical beliefs in the domain of Iranian medicine and popular healing in the Qajar era, relying
on documentary sources, historical texts, and the reports of foreign travelers, and using a
descriptive-analytical approach, and to answer the following question: 1- What were the
methods and approaches of popular medicine and how did they spread during the Qajar period?
This study can be effective in minimizing or even eliminating folk medical beliefs that are still
accepted among some segments of the Iranian society from its historical past.

Material & Methods
This research explains the historical propositions related to healing within popular beliefs, using
a historical method and analyzing data extracted from credible sources.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that individual attitudes and collectively acquired experiences played a
significant role in explaining the causes of illness and selecting treatment methods. Folk
medicine and modern medicine coexisted in society, but resistance to modern treatments,
especially for contagious and non-contagious diseases, was evident. Ultimately, the research
clarifies that the insistence on traditional treatment methods, the weakness in health facilities,
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specific climatic and social conditions, and the lack of public awareness regarding modern
medicine were effective factors in the spread of diseases during the Qajar era.

Conclusion

Based on historical evidence, the existence of various propositions regarding the infiltration of
folk healing beliefs into treatment and health practices indicates the lack of medical tools and
equipment, the absence of modern educational institutions, the ignorance and low literacy of
Iranian society in the Qajar era, and the widespread presence of quacks, all of which paved the
way for the promotion and spread of these beliefs in society. During this period, prescriptions
for patients included bloodletting, leeching, Istikhara (seeking guidance through
prayer/divination), amulets, writing incantations, the use of special stones, trees, supernatural
matters, celestial bodies, and constellations. Medical professions such as midwives (qabelah),
local bone-setters (orthopedists), surgeons, cuppers, and purifiers performed medical activities
whose treatment methods were often unprofessional and incorrect. This situation reveals the
strong influence of metaphysical and traditional healing beliefs and their tools in explaining the
causes and prevalence of diseases, especially among the underprivileged classes and in rural
and marginalized areas. The application of traditional treatment methods and procedures,
human casualties resulting from contagious diseases, the weakness of health and medical
facilities and equipment, climatic and environmental conditions, limitations in social
communication, as well as adherence to superstitions and folk medical beliefs, and the
resistance of some segments of the population to modern treatment methods, collectively led to
the outbreak and spread of mortality in Iran. Problems arising from the lack of efficient
regulatory bodies over the performance of physicians and the obstruction of establishing clinics
by non-specialists provided the necessary ground for the expansion of popular and superstitious
healing.
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Extended Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran is a perfect embodiment of a social and political movement.
Many sociologists and scientists have tried to understand the favorable conditions and causes
of the Islamic Revolution using theories of revolution. However, few studies have attempted to
present a theory arising from the experience of the revolution's activists to explain the
dimensions of a theoretical model. The main actors of revolutions, who sometimes become the
main managers after the revolution, present theories about the internal causes of the formation
of revolutions that, in most cases, are not consistent with existing theories.

In order to fill the scientific gap in the country and using the words of Ayatollah Khamenei as
a model, this research examines the thoughts of that figure regarding the role of the
Constitutional Movement in the Islamic Revolution. The purpose of this research is to examine
the role of the Constitutional Movement in the Islamic Revolution and present a model from
the perspective of the leadership in this field. The main question of the research is what elements
of constitutionalism were present in the formation of the Islamic Revolution from the
perspective of the leadership? The methodology of this article is qualitative; specifically, it is
fundamental research of a descriptive-exploratory type. To examine the role of the
Constitutional Movement in the Islamic Revolution from the perspective of Ayatollah
Khamenei, the method of content analysis has been used. To collect and identify themes related
to the Constitutional Movement, first, the theoretical foundations and different perspectives of
Western experts have been examined in recent years. Then, by examining and studying the
speeches of Ayatollah Khamenei, related themes were extracted and coded. The results of the
research show that this pattern has three dominant themes: the leadership of the Constitutional
Movement and its identity with eleven dimensions, the deviation and failure of the
Constitutional Movement with nine, and the consequences of the failure of the Constitutional
Movement with five dimensions. The relationships between these themes are also presented in
the form of a general pattern. It seems that the Supreme Leader has placed Sheikh Fazlullah
Nouri and Ayatollah Behbahani on the same side of history and has analyzed the late Sheikh
Fazlullah Nouri, the late Seyyed Abdullah Behbahani, and the late Seyyed Mohammad
Tabatabaei in the same vein, while each of these individuals had a different perspective on the
Constitution. The Sheikh was first a supporter of constitutionalism, and then became a staunch
opponent of it. In the grip of the fever of the revolution, few people thought about investigating
the motivations and analyzing the psychological and faith development of the Sheikh. He was
arrested and hanged by the constitutionalists when they came to power for the crime of
supporting tyranny and opposing constitutionalism, as is well known. While Tabatabaei did not
support tyranny. Because in many cases, they have faced failure in dealing with practical
limitations. As a result, when a group does not fulfill their lofty aspirations, they either return
halfway or create branches and divisions, pursuing their aspirations with new interpretations
and new religions, as is the case with those who returned from the Iranian constitutional era and
Sheikh Nouri. Justice was one of the main slogans of the Constitutionalists, but the problem
was in the different understanding of the concept of justice, which sometimes led to conflict
among the Constitutionalists. The justice that the clergy spoke of was "class justice™, and the
justice that the intellectuals spoke of was social justice. The interests of the state are completely
different from the interests of the nation, and the interests of the intellectuals are completely
different from the interests of the clergy. The state and the nation, the intellectuals and the
clergy do not have the same goal. Their goals are not only different, but also strongly in conflict
with each other. More or less, this situation is repeated in the Safavid period. Shah Ismail Safavi
is from the family of Safi al-Din Ardebili. The Safavids strengthen Shiism and seek help from
the Shiite clerical power against the Ottoman Caliphate. The Shiite clergy rises in power to the
point where the Qajar kings gradually become a subordinate form of the clerical leadership.
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This is repeatedly seen at critical moments, reaching its ultimate limit in the tobacco embargo
and the clergy's practical interventions with the court, and from that moment on, its decline
begins. The clerical power at this time tries to assert the "veto right" for itself in the Iranian
constitutional system, but in practice, this right loses its practical influence with the erosion of
the power of the clerical leadership and remains as a mere ideal until, in the struggle of the
times, in the year 1357, power is completely regionalized to them.
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The rise of the Safavid state is considered the beginning of a new era in
Iran's political, cultural, and social developments. The formalization of
Shiism and the formation of a national state were the most important fruits
of this great transformation, which was also reflected in the widespread use
of Shiite slogans and the Persian language in the texts of the coins of the
Safavid kings. Persian poetry constitutes an important part of the
inscriptions on Safavid coins because the Safavid kings included their titles,
as well as their Shiite beliefs, in the form of Persian poetry on their coins,
which is considered an innovation of the Safavid era. The present study
seeks to examine the Persian poems written on the coins of the Safavid
kings and to determine the reasons for mentioning these poems on these
coins. The aim of this research is to demonstrate the application of
numismatic studies in recognizing developments in the Safavid era. This
research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and its
information was collected using library resources. The results of this
research show that due to the widespread popularity of poetry in Safavid
society, they used Persian poems in their coin inscriptions, and some of
these poems reflect some of the political, cultural, and religious
developments of this era. Also, until the era of Mohammad Khodabandeh,
rare coins from the Safavids contained Persian poems, but from the era of
Abbas |1 until the end of this reign, Persian verses were written on Safavid
coins in great abundance.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The emergence of the Safavid state led to the formalization of Shiism and the creation of
national unity in Iran, and the symbols of these developments were widely reflected in the texts
of Safavid coins. Writing Shiite slogans and using the Persian language in coinage texts are
examples of this. An interesting innovation of the Safavids in this regard is the use of Persian
poetry in the texts of the coins, because the titles of the Safavid kings, as well as their religious
beliefs, were inscribed in Persian poetry on the coins of this era. This research seeks to analyze
Persian poems engraved on the coins of the Safavid kings. Ismail | expressed his devotion and
love for Imam Ali and some mystical themes by writing several poems on rare varieties of his
coins. Ismail 11, who had Sunni leanings, also tried to announce and justify his intended changes
in the religious arena by including poetry on his coins. His successor, Mohammad
Khodabandeh, declared the continuation of the Safavid Shiite beliefs by including a poem on
one of his coins that expressed the dependence of the Safavid government on the government
of Imam Zaman. From the era of Shah Abbas 11, the use of poetry in the texts of Safavid coins
became more widespread, so that the titles of Safavid kings and their religious beliefs were
expressed in most cases using poetry on the texts of coins. This continued until the end of the
Safavid rule and is even seen in the coins of the Safavid survivors, who were nominally and
ostensibly seated on the throne by rulers and claimants to power. The aim of this research is to
demonstrate the application of numismatic studies in recognizing developments in the Safavid
era.

Material & Methods
This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, and its data was collected
using library resources.

Results and discussion

During the reign of Ismail |1 to Mohammad Khodabandeh, Persian poetry was written in the
texts of a limited number of coins of the Safavid kings, which seems small compared to the
later period. Ismail | displayed some mystical and Shiite concepts in the form of Persian poems
on three rare types of his coins, thus attributing his rise to power to the attention of Imam Ali
and divine vision. During the reign of Ismail Il Safavid, who favored Sunni Islam and removed
Shiite symbols from coins, the verse " If there are Imams from the East to the West of the world,
Ali and her descendants are enough for us. * was written on coins to prevent Shiite opposition
and further escalation. His successor, Muhammad Khodabandeh, inscribed a poem on a type of
her coins, the content of which expressed the dependence of the Safavid government on the
government of Sahib al-Zaman. This can be interpreted as Muhammad Khodabandeh seeking
to erase the rift that had arisen in the Shiite beliefs of the Safavids during the reign of Shah
Ismail Il. During the reign of Abbas Il until the final collapse of the Safavid government, the
titles, titles, and Shiite beliefs of the Safavids were reflected extensively on Safavid coins in the
form of Persian verses, such that this action can be considered an important innovation of the
Safavids in coinage. In the verses engraved on the coins of this period, new expressions and
terms such as "Saheb- garan", "Kalb Ali", "Zawar Imam", "Rab al-Mashreqin", "Din Parvar",
"Mulk Sulayman" and "Sani Saheb qaran " are observed, each of which was used to
symbolically express some of the titles, epithets and developments of the Safavid era. Some of
these terms, such as "Kaleb Ali", reflect the Extremist beliefs of the Safavid kings, and others,
such as "Zawar Imam", can be considered indicative of the evolution of the concept of
pilgrimage during the Safavid era. Also, the reference to the Safavid lineage of the Safavid
kings in coins minted by the Safavid survivors in the period after the invasion of the Ghiljt
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Afghans shows that until the second half of the 12th century AH, affiliation with the Safavid
dynasty was an influential factor in gaining political legitimacy, to the extent that the Safavid
survivors continued to use this as one of the slogans on their coins.

Conclusion

Persian poetry is an important part of the phrases engraved on the coins of the Safavid kings
and is considered one of the innovations in the inscriptions on Iranian coins from the Islamic
era to the Safavid era. Due to the expansion and prosperity of poetry in the society of this era
and among the common people, the Safavids used this literary format in the texts of their coins
to advertise and promote their desired themes. The emergence of Persian poems on the coins of
the Safavid kings can be divided into two periods, which include the era of Ismail | to
Mohammad Khodabandeh and the era of Abbas Il to the collapse of this government. The
second period also includes the era of the Safavids' survivors, who were nominally and
outwardly enthroned by rulers and claimants to power, and coins were minted with their names.
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Kerman.

Kerman, the largest province of Iran, is located in the southeastern part of the
Iranian Plateau and has long been regarded as one of the major centers of
civilization and historical development in this region. Archaeological evidence
recovered from sites such as Tepe Eblis, Tepe Yahya, Shahdad, and Jiroft
attests to the ancient background and long-standing significance of this land.
The aim of the present study is to elucidate the position of the historical
geography of Kerman within the political, administrative, and economic
structure of the Achaemenid Empire and to examine its role in the development
of the eastern Iranian Plateau. This research is conducted using the historical
method and a descriptive—analytical approach, based on library research and
the analysis of historical and geographical sources, as well as Achaemenid
inscriptions. The findings of the study indicate that, due to its distinctive
geographical position between Persis, Parthia, Gedrosia, and the Persian Gulf,
Kerman played an effective role in the political, economic, and communication
networks of the Achaemenid Empire. Furthermore, this region was initially part
of the province of Persis; however, following the political transformations of
the reign of Darius I, it gradually emerged as an administrative unit distinct
from Persis within the framework of the Achaemenid satrapal system. The
contribution of this study lies in presenting an integrated analysis of the
relationship between geography and politics in Achaemenid-period Kerman
and in clarifying the position of this region within the administrative structure
of the empire. Among the limitations of the research are the dispersion of
historical data and the scarcity of direct sources concerning the precise
boundaries and administrative organization of Kerman during the Achaemenid
period.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Historical geography, as a branch of geographical studies, examines the impact of the natural
and human environment on the course of historical events, political and economic
transformations, and changes in territorial boundaries. Studying the historical geography of a
region—particularly areas with a long-standing past such as Kerman—can provide clear insight
into its role within former political and economic structures. Kerman, today known as the
largest province of Iran, possesses a rich historical and cultural background. Numerous
archaeological remains, including Tepe Yahya, Qal‘eh Dokhtar, Qal‘eh Ardeshir, the Bam
Citadel, and the Rayen Citadel, attest to the long-standing significance of this land. Greek and
Roman historical sources such as Strabo, Pliny, and Ammianus Marcellinus also described
Kerman as a fertile region endowed with abundant resources. During the Achaemenid period,
Kerman—referred to in contemporary sources as Boutia and later known as Carmania—
constituted part of the fourteenth satrapy of this vast empire and held considerable political and
economic importance. Evidence of this significance includes the use of timber from this region
by Darius the Great in the construction of the palaces of Susa and Persepolis, as well as the
exile of Nabonidus, the defeated king of Babylon, to Kerman. Despite this importance,
comprehensive and analytical studies addressing the interrelationship between Kerman’s
natural, economic, and human geography and its political role during the Achaemenid era
remain limited and fragmented. Therefore, it is necessary to re-examine the historical
geography of Kerman while closely analyzing the political developments and strategic position
of this region within the Achaemenid Empire. The principal research question of the present
study is: How did the characteristics of Kerman’s historical geography influence its political
and economic status during the Achaemenid period, and what role did this land play within the
policies and structure of the Achaemenid Empire? The aim of the research is to analyze and
reconstruct the historical geography of Kerman during this period and to examine the
relationship between natural, economic, and human conditions and its political and
administrative transformations.

This research employs the historical method with a descriptive—analytical approach, based on
library research and the analysis of historical and geographical sources as well as Achaemenid
inscriptions.

The examination of Kerman’s historical geography during the Achaemenid period
demonstrates that, owing to its geographical position, natural resources, and strategic role, this
region occupied a key place within the imperial structure. The division between the arid and
impoverished northern areas and the fertile southern regions not only shaped settlement and
agricultural patterns but also influenced Achaemenid economic and military policies. The
mineral resources and fertile soils of southern Kerman supplied essential raw materials to the
empire and carried symbolic significance, as reflected in the use of timber from this region in
the royal constructions of Persepolis and Susa, underscoring Kerman’s economic and cultural
role in imperial projects.

Analysis of inscriptions and historical sources indicates that Kerman, as the fourteenth satrapy
under the designation Boutia, played a strategic role within the Achaemenid satrapal network.
Human, financial, and natural resources from this region were transferred to the imperial
capitals and other satrapies, transforming Kerman into a crucial node in maintaining the
political and economic cohesion of the empire. Moreover, its position as a corridor between
central Iran and the eastern territories enhanced its strategic importance in controlling trade
routes and securing frontier regions.

Politically, Kerman’s role extended beyond resource provision. The exile of Nabonidus, the
defeated Babylonian king, to this region illustrates its importance in Achaemenid policies aimed
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at consolidating power and controlling subject populations. This action reflects Kerman’s
strategic status as a remote yet vital region within imperial calculations.

Economically, the analysis of historical geography reveals that Kerman, with its mineral wealth,
fertile soils, and limited agricultural capacity, played an effective role in meeting the needs of
the empire. The arid and less productive northern half also functioned as a natural defensive
frontier, protecting the imperial core and hindering incursions by hostile tribes.

Overall, the study of Kerman’s historical—-political developments during the Achaemenid era
shows that this land simultaneously fulfilled economic, political, and strategic functions,
strengthening connections between the imperial center and its frontier regions. Given its
geographical features, economic resources, and strategic location, Kerman was not merely part
of the imperial economic network but played a crucial role in ensuring Achaemenid political
stability and cohesion.

Thus, the study of Kerman’s historical geography allows for a more precise understanding of
this region’s position within Achaemenid economic and political policies. The findings
demonstrate that, through its natural and human characteristics, Kerman functioned as a
connective bridge, an economic resource base, and a strategic hub, playing a vital role in
maintaining the coherence and effectiveness of the empire. This research emphasizes that the
simultaneous analysis of historical geography and political history is key to understanding the
relationship between the natural environment and political transformations in ancient Iranian
history and clarifies the significance of Kerman within the broader Achaemenid network.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article type: The Jangal (Jungle) Movement, led by Mirza Kuchak Khan, was formed with the ideal
Research Article of establishing an "Islamic Democratic Republic* based on a combination of Iranian
nationalism and Islamic values. Under pressure from the Qajar, Pahlavi, and British
Received: forces, the movement approached the Bolsheviks for survival. The occupation of Anzali
2025/07/14 by Soviet forces in Ordibehesht 1299 (May 1920) was the beginning of forced
Accepted: cooperation. In the initial negotiations, Mirza Kuchak Khan emphasized maintaining
2025/10/21 the independence of the movement and refused to fully accept communism. The
pp: formation of the Communist Party of Iran and its anti-religious policies deepened the
68- 81 rift with the movement. The Baku Congress in September 1920 showed that the Soviets
were seeking to use the movements as a tool to advance their goals. The change in
Keywords: Soviet policy in 1921 and the priority of geopolitical interests over revolutionary
Mirza Kuchak Khan ideology were considered a turning point. The signing of the 1921 Iran-Soviet
Jangali; agreement meant the cessation of support for the Gilan Republic. The exile of
Jangal Movement; Ehsanollah Khan and the surrender of Khalo Ghorban dealt the final blow to the
Bolsheviks; movement. The death of Mirza Kuchak Khan in the snows of Gilan (December 1921)
Iran-Russia Relations; was the tragic end of this movement. The defeat of the Jangal Movement showed that
October Revolution of imported revolutions were incompatible with the cultural fabric of Iran. The Soviets
1917. learned that in order to influence Iran, they had to exploit national sentiments. This

event became a prelude to subsequent Soviet interventions in Azerbaijan and Kurdistan.
Moscow's transition from idealism to realism sacrificed the Jangal Movement. The final
collapse was the result of the conflict between communist ideology and the indigenous
anti-colonial discourse. The Gilan experience proved that traditional Iranian society
resisted communist principles. This defeat showed that temporary alliances with foreign
powers undermined the popular foundations of the movement. Ultimately, the
developments in Gilan showed that "geopolitical realities" outweighed Soviet
"revolutionary ideals."
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mirza Kuchak Khan, the leader of the Jangal (Jungle) movement, pursued an ideology that
combined Iranian nationalism and Islamic values, which could be called a kind of “democratic
Islamic republic.” The movement was formed with anti-colonial goals and opposition to
Western modernity, but it faced numerous strategic challenges from the very beginning.
Continuous clashes with Qajar and Pahlavi government forces, as well as confrontation with
the British army, depleted the movement’s resources and placed it in a position of weakness.
This structural weakness led some of the Jangal leaders to seek foreign support, especially from
the Russian Bolsheviks. With the occupation of Anzali in 1929, two opposing forces came
together: religious nationalists led by Mirza and communist revolutionaries. This temporary
alliance, formed out of necessity, created deep ideological contradictions between Mirza’s
Islamic-patriotic discourse and the communist slogans of the Bolsheviks, ultimately weakening
the movement’s popular base.

The present study addresses three fundamental questions: first, did the Bolsheviks intend to use
the forest as a tool to infiltrate the Persian Gulf from the beginning? Second, how Mirza’s
Islamic-patriotic discourse conflicted with communist slogans, and third, the role of British
covert diplomacy in changing Moscow’s stance against the foresters. Meanwhile, the Russian
October Revolution, despite creating hope among some Iranians, encountered resistance from
domestic opponents and Britain’s efforts to maintain its influence, paving the way for the
unstable coexistence of the foresters and the Bolsheviks.

Material & Methods

Drawing on a combination of primary and secondary sources, this study analyzes the turbulent
relations between the leadership of the Jangal movement and Soviet representatives. The main
research method used is historical-critical analysis, which focuses on published documents
(including documents from Russian archives that have been mentioned), to examine the whys
and hows of the developments.

Results and discussion

The main discussion focuses on the confrontation between two political projects: Mirza’s
indigenous and Islamic-nationalist project and the Bolsheviks’ international and communist
project. Key findings show that the initial alliance was a forced and temporary coalition that
lasted only as long as common interests (confronting Britain) outweighed differences.

Mirza Kuchak Khan clearly resisted the full embrace of communism; His insistence on the
formation of an “Islamic Democratic Republic” showed that he was not willing to sacrifice his
religious and indigenous principles for Moscow’s revolutionary goals. The formation of the
Communist Party of Iran, which operated through the Comintern, with its anti-religious and
anti-traditional policies, immediately created a deep rift between the social body of the foresters
(mainly farmers and smallholders) and Moscow’s supporters. This social rift eroded the
coalition from within. The Baku Congress (September 1920) was a turning point in which the
Soviets publicly demonstrated that local movements were merely instruments for advancing the
Soviets’ broader strategic goals, which now included expansion towards the Persian Gulf. This
approach was in clear contradiction to the purely revolutionary ideals of the Bolsheviks. The
culmination of this realism was the signing of the 1921 Iran-Soviet agreement. This agreement
effectively meant the end of Soviet military and political support for the Gilan Soviet Republic,
as Moscow preferred to establish formal relations with the central Iranian government (which
was gaining power under Reza Shah) to avoid complete isolation in the region. The withdrawal
of the Red Army and the subsequent pressures paved the way for the military collapse of the
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republic. These developments, including the forced exile of Ehsanollah Khan and the surrender
of Khalo Ghorban, demonstrated that the Bolsheviks were willing to sacrifice their
revolutionary allies to protect geopolitical interests. According to confidential reports from the
Russian archives, the defeat of the Forest Movement taught the Bolsheviks three key lessons:
1) the withdrawal of the Red Army made the movement vulnerable to government forces; 2)
the movement’s heterogeneous social composition prevented it from fully embracing
communist goals; and 3) the structural weakness of the Communist Party of Iran in attracting
the urban working class hastened its defeat. Most importantly, Moscow realized that to
successfully influence Iran, it had to appeal to “Iranian national sentiment,” since the people
would cooperate only if they saw it as a guarantee of independence from foreign occupation,
not the spread of global communism.

Conclusion

The experience of the Gilan Republic and the ultimate defeat of the Jungle Movement proved
that the initial policies of the Bolsheviks, based on the mere spread of communist ideology,
failed due to their incompatibility with the social and cultural realities of Iran. This failure
forced Moscow to fundamentally reconsider its means of influence; they moved from mere
propaganda efforts to direct military (and then diplomatic) intervention.

The internal contradiction between Mirza Kuchak Khan’s Islamic-patriotic discourse and the
communist principles of the Bolsheviks was the main factor in the break. The failure of the
Bolshevik coup against Mirza was a turning point in Moscow’s understanding of the limitations
of mere cooperation with national forces. Hence, Soviet strategy shifted towards prioritizing
economic interests and engaging with powerful central governments (such as the nascent
government of Reza Shah). The signing of the 1921 treaty symbolized a complete transition
from revolutionary idealism to political realism; a transition in which the Jangal Movement, as
a temporary ally, was sacrificed in the larger geopolitical equations.

Ultimately, the developments in Gilan demonstrated that Soviet foreign policy, despite its anti-
colonial rhetoric, was rapidly reproducing the imperialist patterns of the Tsarist era. The focus
on economic interests, the flexibility towards great powers, and the readiness to sacrifice local
allies all demonstrated that “geopolitical realities” trumped Soviet “revolutionary ideals,”
paving the way for subsequent Soviet interventions in Azerbaijan and Kurdistan in
contemporary Iranian history.
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The "women's issue" in Iran was first raised with the arrival of Western
modernity. Especially after the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, the
"women's issue" became an important concept in Iranian intellectual circles.
Since the intellectuals of the Constitutional Era, as the first generation of
Iranian intellectuals, were the first group to address the "women's issue™ in
Iran from the perspective of modernist ideas, their views on this issue are of
particular importance. This importance is due both to the influence that these
views had on subsequent generations of intellectuals in Iran and to their role
in creating a lasting debate and difference between modernist and
traditionalist views on the status of women in the constitutional era and
thereafter. Given the importance of this issue, the present study attempts to
answer the question, "What views did the first generation of Iranian
intellectuals have regarding women? by focusing on the positions and
opinions of four of the main representatives of the first generation of Iranian
intellectuals (Malkom Khan, Akhundzadeh, Talibof, and Agha Khan
Kermani). The research findings show that the status of women was one of
the main issues of concern to the first generation of Iranian intellectuals and
one of the main issues of disagreement between modernist and traditionalist
intellectuals in Iran during the Constitutional Era. On the one hand,
intellectuals, influenced by modernist ideas, for the first time called for a
change in the status of women and considered this change a "necessity for
progress” in Iran. On the other hand, traditionalists considered the
intellectuals' ideas about women to “promote corruption,” and this was one
of the main reasons for the emergence of the tendency to oppose the
constitutional system. This research will examine the attitude of the first
generation of Iranian intellectuals about the status of women, based on an
analytical-descriptive approach and using the qualitative method of analyzing
historical documents.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The first generation of Iranian intellectuals was a major factor in the development of the new
state that was established after the Constitutional Revolution. The early Iranian intellectuals
were the first representatives of new ideas, especially liberalism, secularism, and modernism.
The main demands of these intellectuals were to renew Iran's national identity and traditions,
to prohibit clerical interference in politics, to establish a new constitutional system in the
European style, to establish new political institutions based on national sovereignty, and to
create the foundations of a modern national state. In fact, the intellectual ground for the
Constitutional Revolution in Iran was prepared as a result of the dissemination of the ideas of
the early intellectuals. Consequent to the arrival of modernity in Iran, the traditionally accepted
role of women underwent significant problematization. What was formerly regarded as a
customary and natural social arrangement was increasingly scrutinized, shifting the domestic
and public status of women into a contested intellectual arena.

The first generation of Iranian intellectuals severely criticized the status of women in the Qajar
era and believed that as long as women in Iranian society were in an unequal situation and did
not enjoy personal and social rights, they were always oppressed and discriminated against,
there was no solution for their social liberation, and this society would remain backward, and
there was no way for its progress. The intellectuals of this period attempted to present an
advanced and admirable image of European women and introduce the only way to save Iranian
women from their unworthy situation, which was to model themselves on Western women. In
general, polygamy, hijab and legal and social discrimination were important issues that were
criticized by first-generation intellectuals.

Since the intellectuals of the Constitutional Era were the first group to address the issue of
women in Iran from the perspective of modernist ideas, their views are of particular importance.
This importance is both in terms of the impact that these views had on subsequent generations
of intellectuals in Iran and in terms of its role in creating a lasting debate and difference between
modernist and traditionalist views on the issue of women in the Constitutional Era and
afterwards. In fact, in the Constitutional Era, one of the main reasons for the formation of the
group of legalists who opposed the demands of constitutionalism was this disagreement on the
issue of women. Given the importance of this issue, the present study attempts to examine the
positions and views of the first generation of Iranian intellectuals about the status of women.

Material & Methods

This research will examine the attitude of the first generation of Iranian intellectuals towards
the status of women, based on an analytical-descriptive approach and using the qualitative
method of analyzing historical documents.

Results and discussion

Basically, not only in Iran but also in all parts of the world, the entry of women into politics is
a manifestation of modernity and a newly emerging phenomenon. In Iran, too, the reaction
against the traditional status of women dates back to the early twentieth century, especially the
Constitutionalist movement. Before the Constitutionalist era, the patriarchal culture of
traditional Iranian society did not allow women to be active and participate in politics. After
the Constitutionalist era, women's activities became more widespread.

Thus, the issue of women in Iran was raised for the first time with the arrival of Western
modernity in Iran. Especially after the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, the issue of women
became an important and fundamental issue in Iranian intellectual circles. The first generation
of Iranian intellectuals, as a group that promoted modern ideas in Iran, paid special attention to
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the issue of women. Due to their familiarity with Western civilization, these intellectuals
constantly compared the position of women in the East and in Islamic societies in general with
that in the West.

The social and political status of women in Iran and the efforts to change this status were one
of the central issues of the first generation of intellectuals in Iran. These intellectuals considered
changing the status of Iranian women as a requirement for progress. This view led to a strong
reaction from traditionalists. They believed that the modernists' attitude towards women was
completely contrary to Islamic principles and considered it a conspiracy that would lead to the
spread of corruption and the breakdown of social foundations. This debate over the issue of
women has turned this issue into a political issue, meaning that each of the modernist and
traditionalist movements that have seized political power at some point in Iranian history has
tried to implement and put into practice their ideas and views regarding women. In this way,
women have been one of the main topics of political and intellectual debates and the main
arenas for exercising power from the time of the Constitution to the present day.

The present study discusses the thoughts of four of the main representatives of the first
generation of Iranian intellectuals regarding the issue of women.

Conclusion

Essentially, not only in Iran, but in all parts of the world, the entry of women into politics is a
manifestation of modernity and an emerging phenomenon. In Iran, too, the history of the
reaction against the traditional status of women dates back to the early 20th century, especially
the constitutional movement. The first thoughts and ideas regarding the issue of women in Iran
were raised with the arrival of Western modernity. Especially after the Constitutional
Revolution in Iran, the "women's issue™ became an important and fundamental issue in Iranian
intellectual circles. For example, Akhundzadeh, an intellectual of the Constitutional Era in Iran,
supports equal rights for women and men and emphasizes improving the status of women.
Mirza Agha Khan Kermani also had a modern view of the status and role of women in Iran.
Constitutional intellectuals critically analyzed and examined many issues related to women,
including polygamy and legal and social discrimination. Perhaps the most important impact of
modernity on constitutional intellectuals was that it changed their perception of the concept of
justice. These modernists wanted equal rights for men and women in all areas of society. They
believed that the silence and exploitation of women was one of the important factors of
backwardness in society and called for the elimination of gender inequality between men and
women. In most of their writings, women face two-sided oppression: first, from some parts of
the society's culture that considers women as the second sex, a means of exploitation, and
second, from the class culture that blocks women from education and intellectual advancement.
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