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Coins, regardless of their role as a medium of exchange, can play an
important part in the economy and trade of governments. Additionally, the
inscriptions and designs on coins can reflect territorial, political, cultural,
and economic changes within a country throughout history. This is why
the study of coins and, consequently, the use of numismatics today can be
of great help to professors, researchers, and scholars in various historical
fields, even for those specializing in specific historical periods, to better
examine and refine the transformations in political and dynastic history,
economic history, cultural and religious history, as well as the historical
geography of dynasties and governments over time. This research aims to
explore how numismatics can be used in historical research and studies to
shed light on certain ambiguities that researchers may encounter when
examining pivotal moments in history. The findings of the research
indicate that numismatics, depending on the manner and method of coin
minting in different historical periods, can provide significant assistance
to historians in conducting their studies accurately. Numismatics can
contribute to the precise chronology of the reigns of kings, the
identification of potential claimants, rivals to power, and rebels against the
central government, as well as the historical extent and political-
geographical boundaries of the territories of ruling dynasties. Moreover, it
can help in understanding the duration of the prevalence of various scripts
and languages in different historical periods, identifying customs, rituals,
and religious ceremonies of each historical era, and analyzing the nature
and causes of economic rivalries among neighboring and competing
states, along with the economic scope of their coins. Such contributions of
numismatics offer valuable insights to historians for conducting their
studies comprehensively.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Coins are one of the important movable
properties and a significant written
historical document. Understanding their
various types is the most critical topic in
numismatics, which, as part of the heritage
of past generations, can play an important
role in enriching and expanding our
knowledge of the diverse developments of
human societies throughout different
periods of history. Familiarity with coins
and utilizing the science of numismatics
can serve as an auxiliary tool for
unraveling certain historical events and
issues, benefiting historians. It can
significantly assist history professors in
universities and research institutions in
both educational and research fields, aiding
them in conducting and completing certain
studies and enhancing the understanding of
historical topics in classroom settings for
students, as well as supporting graduate
students in their research endeavors.
Despite Iran's historical prominence as a
leading country in coin minting and being
among the ancient civilizations with
numerous dynasties that ruled over its vast
geographical expanse, contributing to a
wide variety of coinage, numismatics
currently holds no position as an academic
course at any level of history studies
within  universities and  academic
institutions.

Methodology

This research aims to employ a descriptive-
analytical method to explore how the science
of numismatics can be used in historical
research and studies to uncover certain
ambiguities that scholars face when dealing
with significant turning points in history. It
seeks to demonstrate how numismatics and
the use of coins can significantly assist
historians and researchers in gaining a better
understanding of past historical
developments

Results and discussion
The findings of the research indicate that
numismatics, depending on the manner and

method of coin minting in different
historical periods, can provide significant
assistance to historians and researchers in
conducting their studies accurately and
precisely. Numismatics can contribute to
the precise chronology of the reigns of
kings, the identification of potential
claimants, rivals to power, and rebels
against the central government, as well as
the historical extent and political-
geographical boundaries of the territories
of ruling dynasties. Moreover, it can help
in understanding the duration of the
prevalence of various scripts and
languages in different historical periods,
identifying customs, rituals, and religious
ceremonies of each historical era, and
analyzing the nature and causes of
economic rivalries among neighboring and
competing states, along with the economic
scope of their coins. Such contributions of
numismatics offer valuable insights to
historians and researchers for conducting
their studies comprehensively.

Conclusion

By utilizing coins, it is possible to bridge
the temporal and spatial gaps that exist
between historians and historical facts in
the realm of research and historical studies.
This approach can foster a form of
empathy between the subject, namely the
historian or researcher, and the object, that
is, the coin, which is examined to gain a
deeper  understanding  of historical
transformations in  various political,
economic, and cultural domains. The
designs and inscriptions on the obverse and
reverse of coins, depending on the
language, script, and religious orientations
of ruling dynasties, can serve as evidence
of Zoroastrianism, Sunni, or Shia beliefs,
or indicate religious conversions and
support for particular doctrines during a
given period. Although coin forgery was
inevitable in most periods of Iran's history,
coins, based on their quality and fineness,
could significantly influence the economic
prosperity or decline of kingdoms. For this
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reason, overseeing the management of
mints and coin production was always a
matter of concern for different dynasties.
Additionally, from the perspective of
territorial ~ sovereignty and historical
geography, coins can act as a
supplementary document, enhancing the
reports of historians regarding the regions
under the control and influence of a
dynasty or King. Contemporary
researchers, by relying on these coins, can
more accurately delineate the maps and
borders of states’ power and influence
according to the reigns of various
monarchs, presenting a clearer picture to
modern readers. Despite the fact that some
past historians, such as Mohammad bin
Hindushah Nakhjavani, Mirza Sami’a, and
Mohammad Hasan Khan Etemad-al-
Saltaneh, had considerable knowledge
about coins and mints — as evidenced by
their works — unfortunately, numismatics
has remained relatively neglected among
contemporary historians, researchers, and
history students. This is particularly
regrettable because this field of study
could be employed as a tangible tool to
enhance students' learning experiences in
education and to encourage them to use
coins as a historical document in their
research. However, the absence of
numismatics as a part of the history
curriculum, even as two or more course
units, is a significant shortcoming. As a

result, history graduates lack any
substantial understanding of coins from
different periods or how to use them to
clarify historical ambiguities, complete
research at the graduate level, or even as a
practical skill for employment in museums
with coin sections. In conclusion, this
research proposes that history departments
should no longer overlook the field of
numismatics and should include it in their
curricula.  Furthermore, they should
consider collaborating with archaeology
departments to develop an interdisciplinary
study program in numismatics at the
master's level. Such a step could help train
specialists for cultural heritage centers,
museums, and other research institutions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The political, social, economic, and cultural
inefficiency of the Qajar government in
Iran, with the increase in internal tyranny
and oppression of the people and the
increasing hegemonic influence of foreign
powers - especially England and Russia -
sparked a wave of dissatisfaction among
groups from different strata against the
Qajar tyrannical monarchy (Ajdani, 2008:
38 - 39). So, if we accept that the first and
most important task of any political system
is to ensure public welfare and national
interests, and then to ensure internal and
external security, and finally to maintain the
political independence of the country, it
must be said that the Qajar rulers were
extremely inefficient in all these three
aspects. Poverty and misery, political and
administrative corruption, internal
insecurity and  external  aggression,
oppression and tyranny, had reached a level
at the threshold of the movement that made
society in need of a fundamental
transformation (Memar, 2007: 201). The
image of Iran during this period can be
described as follows:

1- European capitalists, especially British
and Tsarist Russian capitalists, are
competing fiercely to colonize Iran or at
least gain new privileges from it. In this
competition, each has found rations in the
ruling class for their own benefit, and on the
one hand, they are inciting the people's
unconscious rebellions against foreign
privileges, and on the other hand, they have
introduced the people to new tactics to
exploit Iran's resources. 2- The old classes
have been torn apart and the new classes
have been shaken severely. The merchants
and landowners, who are at the head of the
middle class and businessmen, are in favor
of order and centralization in order to
protect their interests, which cannot exist in
the existing feudal system, and they are
fighting against the influence of foreigners
to take over the country's economic affairs.
3. Finally, as a result of the new technique,

the competition of European capitalists and
the influence of bourgeois thinking, new
tendencies and ideas that did not exist
before and could not exist, such as freedom
(i.e. freedom of trade), egalitarianism (i.e.
equality with the nobility and gentry in legal
privileges and the use of those privileges),
centralization (i.e. obedience to a central
government and creating security to
facilitate trade), patriotism (i.e.
confrontation of domestic trade with
foreign capitalism) and finally support for
the revolution (i.e. taking the government
from the hands of feudal lords in favor of
domestic capitalism), develop and gain
influence (Momeni, 1973: 63-64).

However, some relative and gradual
awareness that arose among groups of
Iranians about the progress of Western
societies led to the awakening of anti-
authoritarian tendencies of the Iranian
people and the spread of progressive and
modernist thought in Iran (Ajdani, 2008:
38-39). Therefore, the question of the secret
of the West's progress and its domination
over the East, which had captivated the
minds of a number of Iranian thinkers for
decades, also revolved around political,
civil, and epistemological conditions. This
means that Iranian thinkers mainly
considered the secret of the progress and
domination of the West to be law-centered,
democracy, freedom, equality, justice, and
the cultivation of knowledge, and
conversely, they sought the decline of the
East in tyranny, lawlessness, and ignorance
(Talibov; 1947: 104). Therefore, many
people in Iranian society, who were fed up
with the oppression and tyranny of the
Qajar government despots, wanted to
establish justice in society. In the meantime,
and in such circumstances, the most
important mission of the intellectual was to
inform and awaken society. In fact, "lranian
intellectuals from the nineteenth century
onwards considered their mission to be
‘awakening' the people.” The discourse that
dominated the field of "awakening” the
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people was a critique of Iran's social and
political disorders and an emphasis on
European values and beliefs (Morad Haseli,
2014: 78). In general, the fundamental axis
of the treatises, both inside and outside the
country, was centered around the following
issues: Criticism of the chaotic political,
intellectual, social and economic conditions
in Iran, the plan for political and economic
reforms implemented in the West,
comparison of the current situation in Iran
and the roots and severity of its
backwardness with European countries, and
presentation of a solution for Iran’s
progress and reform program (Qargazloo,
2007: 70-71). Finally, the efforts of Iranian
intellectuals and their various movements in
the Constitutional Revolution bore fruit and
they were able, alongside social groups, to
overthrow the authoritarian political system
and introduce a new plan (Morad Haseli,
2014: 78). However, the Constitutional
Revolution, as a revolutionary movement,
wanted to disrupt the balance of power and
the nature of Iranian society (Fouran, 2013:
295). Whereas, until the main obstacles to
freedom of thought were removed, Iranian
society would not be able to provide a space
for the emergence of original and thought-
provoking ideas. For this reason, social and
philosophical thought did not have the
opportunity to flourish within the culture
and context of Iranian civilization. Political
“thoughts” were freed; they were justified
and took on a native form, but “thinking”
and contemplation were not freed. As a
result, Iranian intellectuals did not get the
historical opportunity to think
philosophically and socially about their
issues. The result of this historical situation
was that when an opportunity arose, Iranian
intellectuals, hastily and rapidly falling into
the trap of imported and new Western
ideologies, would sit down to contemplate
in search of a way to save Iran. They did not
continuously reflect from within their own
culture. Therefore, they were faced with
fundamental contradictions in behavior and
speech and in the field of action and thought
(Ajoudani, 2007: 141-142). It was in this

political and cultural context that Mirza
Abdolrahim Talibov Tabrizi turned to the
political beliefs of modernity and founded
his political thoughts on the basis of
liberalist ideas and socialism in a break with
traditional political thought (Haqgdar, 2018:
131). This issue is important because, on the
one hand, Talibov, under the influence of
Western  liberal ideas, emphasizes
individual freedoms, civil rights, and the
rule of law, and on the other hand,
observing  social  inequalities  and
widespread poverty in Iranian society, tends
toward socialist ideas. This issue helps us to
examine the possible conflicts and
coexistences between the two intellectual
currents of liberalism and socialism in this
personality. Therefore, in this article, an
attempt has been made to refer to his works
and to examine the scattered thoughts of
Mirza Abdolrahim Talibov in detail, in
order to provide a detailed understanding of
these concepts and their most important
components, considering the political,
social, and economic conditions of Iran
during the constitutional period.

This research attempts to answer the
following questions:

- How is Talibov's emphasis on individual
freedoms, social rights, the rule of law, and
limiting the power of the state (liberalist
ideas) reflected in his works?

- How is Talibov's criticism of social
inequalities, poverty, and injustice (socialist
ideas) reflected in his works?

- Were Talibov's liberal and socialist ideas
in conflict with each other, or could they
somehow coexist?

Material & Methods

The research method in this article is
descriptive and analytical, and the data
collection is documentary and library.

Results and discussion

Talibov Tabrizi's political and
philosophical ideas reflect his efforts to
create a just and free society in which
individual and social rights are maintained
in a balanced and harmonious manner.
Considering the specific social and political



29

Journal of Historical Findings, 1(4), Winter 2025

conditions of Iran during the constitutional
era, he faced the challenges of tyranny and
inequality and played a key role in the
formation and promotion of liberal and
socialist ideas. As a supporter of individual
freedoms, he emphasized the importance of
human rights and social freedoms and
believed that tyranny and autocratic
governments hinder the progress of society
and that individual and social freedoms and
the rule of law should be respected.

Conclusion

Therefore, his stance in a way reflects the
principles of liberalism, which emphasizes
individual freedom, natural rights, and
reliance on rationality. In addition,
observing the lack of tangible change in the
situation of the disadvantaged classes and
the persistence of social inequalities and
poverty, he also tended towards important
aspects of socialism. A review of Talibov's
works shows that by emphasizing the
concept of "collective good" and social
justice, he sought to create a kind of
coexistence between these two ideas. In
other words, he accepted individual
freedoms and civil rights as fundamental
principles, but at the same time, he believed
that the state should strive to ensure and
reduce social inequalities. Talibov believed
that individual freedoms and social justice
are necessary and indispensable to each
other, and one cannot be sacrificed for the
other. Therefore, individual freedoms are
the necessary prerequisite for progress, and
without them, social justice will not be
achieved. In other words, Talibov believed
in individual freedoms, but he did not
consider this freedom unlimited like
classical liberals. He believed that freedom
should be accompanied by responsibility
and should not lead to any harm to society.
He also believed in the role of the state in
regulating the market and preventing
economic abuses. In fact, he believed that
social justice is the guarantee of freedom
and without it, freedom for all will not be
achieved  equally.  Because  social
inequalities limit individual freedoms for

the deprived classes. These preconditions in
his works state that the specific social and
political conditions of Iran during the
constitutional era, such as the fight against
tyranny and the dominance of feudalism,
had a significant impact on the formation
and development of Talibov's liberal and
socialist thoughts. Moreover, Talibov's
socialist approach in his economic analyses,
especially on economic and social
inequalities, has led to a kind of criticism of
the feudal system and the exploitation of
workers and peasants. That is, he was able
to combine liberal ideas such as individual
freedoms, the rule of law, and human rights
with issues related to social justice and the
economic fate of workers and the weaker
classes of society. This combination was in
favor of advancing the social and political
demands of Iranian society during the
constitutional period. Talebov believed that
Western models, whether liberal or
socialist, could not be fully implemented in
Iranian society. In fact, he paid attention to
the specific conditions of Iran, its culture
and history, and its social and economic
structure and sought a way that would be
compatible with these conditions. That is,
on the one hand, he criticized the
inequalities and injustices resulting from
liberal capitalism, and on the other hand, he
opposed radical socialist approaches that
could lead to instability and disruption in
society. Therefore, Talebov cannot be
completely limited within the framework of
one of these two (liberalism or socialism).
Therefore, he was more concerned with
practical and applied results than with pure
ideologies. In other words, he was more
interested in practical solutions to Iran’s
problems and was willing to use any idea
that was useful for this purpose, even if
these ideas contradicted each other. In fact,
Talibov, with insight and effort, attempted
to provide a correct understanding of these
concepts. He knew that mere imitation of
Western models (whether liberal or
socialist) could not be useful for Iran, and
for this reason, he sought to reduce the
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contradiction between these two ideologies
by combining them and emphasizing their
human and moral aspects. He believed that
these two values not only do not contradict
each other, but complement each other.
This integrated approach can be seen in
several works, including “The Book of
Ahmad” and “The Paths of the
Benefactors”.

In fact, he was looking for a "third way" that
neither fully imitated Western liberalism
nor was completely inclined towards
revolutionary socialism. He had concluded
that, given the political and social
conditions of Iran, gradual and peaceful
reforms were better than radical and violent
revolutions. Therefore, he was neither a
full-fledged liberal nor an absolute socialist,
but rather sought to respond to the tangible
issues of Iranian society; In the sense that
positive changes in society should be
achieved through awareness, education, and
legal reforms. Although he may have made
mistakes in some cases, it should be noted
that in an era when there is limited

experience in defining new concepts such
as freedom and law, the efforts of people
like Talibov are very valuable and worthy
of attention. Talibov's ideas had a great
impact on the constitutional movement and
political developments of that era, and he is
considered one of the key figures in this
field. These ideas ultimately led to profound
changes in the political and social structures
of Iran.
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Consultative

This research aims to examine the reflection of women's issues in the laws
enacted by the parliament during the Reza Shah era, focusing on the records
of the National Consultative Assembly debates of the time. The study seeks
to answer the question of which issues related to girls' marriage and their
legal rights were discussed and legislated during the sixth to twelfth
legislative periods. Addressing this question can play a significant role in
uncovering overlooked aspects of parliamentary history and social
transformations in Iran's history. The key legislations in this research
include the "Marriage Law" and the "Civil Code," which were passed by
the National Consultative Assembly and became pivotal milestones in the
lives of Iranian women. The findings of this research indicate that these
laws laid the groundwork for subsequent laws and developments in
marriage. For girls, the minimum marriage age was set at 15, and for boys,
at 18. Marriages and divorces were required to be officially registered, and
men were mandated to present health certificates. However, due to apparent
shortcomings and loopholes, these laws were reviewed and revised in
subsequent parliamentary sessions. This article adopts a descriptive-
analytical method, relying primarily on the parliamentary debates, which
serve as the intellectual and discursive backdrop to the enactment of such
laws.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The legal status of women in Iran
underwent  significant  transformations
during the reign of Reza Shah (1925-1941).
This study examines the legal aspects of
marriage and divorce in this period,
focusing on the laws enacted by the
National Consultative Assembly (Majlis
Shura-ye  Melli) and their social
implications. The primary aim is to analyze
how legislative reforms affected women’s
rights, particularly regarding marriage age,
mandatory registration of marriages and
divorces, and legal responsibilities within
marital relationships.

Material & Methods

This research employs a descriptive-
analytical approach, utilizing historical
legal texts, parliamentary debate records,
and official legislative documents to
examine the evolution of marriage laws.
The study primarily relies on qualitative
content analysis, assessing how discussions
in the National Consultative Assembly
influenced the formation of new legal
frameworks. The research also examines
secondary sources, including historical
studies, legal commentaries, and
contemporary  newspaper articles, to
contextualize legislative changes.

Results and discussion

The study finds that the Marriage Law of
1931 (1310 SH) and subsequent amendments
played a crucial role in regulating marital
relations. The major outcomes include:
Minimum Age Requirement: The legal
minimum marriage age was set at 15 for girls
and 18 for boys, aiming to prevent child
marriages. However, religious and customary
practices often challenged this regulation.
Mandatory Registration of Marriages and
Divorces: The law required all marriages and
divorces to be registered in official
government offices, reducing the risk of
unrecorded unions and ensuring women’s
legal protection. Health  Certification
Requirement: Grooms were required to

present a health certificate before marriage to
prevent the spread of sexually transmitted
diseases, a significant concern in rural areas.
Challenges in Enforcement: Despite legal
advancements, implementation remained
inconsistent, particularly in rural regions
where traditional customs dominated marital
practices. Additionally, legal loopholes
allowed some individuals to bypass new
regulations. The study highlights the socio-
political motivations behind these reforms,
showing that they were not solely aimed at
improving women’s rights but also at
modernizing Iranian society under Reza
Shah’s broader state-building agenda. The
research also demonstrates how legal reforms
were influenced by the tensions between
modernization  policies and  religious
traditions.

Conclusion

The legislative changes introduced during
the Reza Shah era marked a turning point in
Iranian family law, laying the foundation
for future legal developments regarding
marriage and divorce. These reforms
partially improved women’s legal standing,
but social resistance and legal loopholes
limited their effectiveness. The study
suggests that while legislative measures
were progressive, long-term cultural shifts
were necessary for full implementation.
Future research should explore how these
legal changes influenced later family law
reforms in lIran, particularly during the
Pahlavi and post-revolutionary periods.
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Avrticle type: Throughout history, the institution of the vizierate has always been a crucial
Research Avticle position in advancing governmental objectives. Many renowned sultans and

rulers have attributed a significant portion of their achievements, victories,

ZRSZCS/'XS% and even the survival of their reigns to their capable and astute viziers. The
P Ayyubid state emerged_ln_567_AH (1;7_1 CE_) amidst the events in Egypt
2025/04/27 and the Levant, establishing its administrative and bureaucratic system
op: based on the legacy of the Fatimid Caliphate, the administrative structure
62-75 of Egypt, and the bureaucratic traditions of the Seljuks and the Zengid

Atabegs. Salah al-Din Ayyibi, as the founder of the Ayyubid state and the
Keywords: former vizier of the Fatimid government, alongside Qadi al-Fadil al-
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Salah al-Din, consolidating the foundations of the Ayyubid rule, serving as key links

Qadr al-Fadil al-Baysani, petween the previous system and the newly established government. The

Vizierate Institution. Ayyubid sultans paid special attention to this pivotal position and exercised
considerable control over it. However, the office of the vizierate underwent
numerous fluctuations during this period, significantly impacting the
evolution of the Ayyubid administrative system. This study, employing a
descriptive-analytical approach, aims to explore the transformation and
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sensitivity of the vizierate and sought to maintain it as a functionary of the
state while preventing excessive dominance of the vizier over the
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The institution of vizierate, as one of the
longstanding foundations of bureaucratic
governance in Islamic civilization, has
always played a central role in regulating
power  relations,  organizing  state
administration, and ensuring the continuity
of political authority. In the Ayyubid
state—established in the late 6th century
AH following the collapse of the Fatimid
Caliphate in Egypt—the vizierate continued
with a renewed character, yet was still
deeply influenced by earlier bureaucratic
traditions of the Abbasid, Fatimid, Seljuk,
and Zengid dynasties. Salah al-Din Ayyubi,
the founder of the Ayyubid state and a
former Fatimid bureaucrat, drew upon past
experiences to rebuild a new administrative
structure. However, to prevent the
overconcentration of power in the hands of
viziers, he carefully designed mechanisms
to ensure that the vizierate remained
subordinate to royal authority.

This study, through a descriptive-analytical
approach, aims to examine the origins,
functions, and transformations of the
vizierate under the Ayyubids and to analyze
its relationship with the vizierial systems of
earlier caliphates, particularly the Abbasid
and Fatimid models. The central hypothesis
of the research posits that, unlike the
Fatimids—where  viziers  sometimes
wielded authority surpassing that of the
caliph—the Ayyubids deliberately sought
to limit the vizier’s role to the execution of
royal orders, establishing supervisory
bodies such as the viceroy (na’ib al-saltana)
to prevent bureaucratic dominance.

The evolution of the vizierate under the
Ayyubids can be divided into two distinct
phases. The first phase was marked by
consolidation and the flourishing of the
vizierate under capable statesmen like Qadi
al-Fadil al-Baysani and ‘Abd Allah ibn
Shukr, who, drawing on Fatimid and
Zengid experiences, played a key role in
strengthening the foundations of Ayyubid
rule. The second phase, after Salah al-Din’s

death, witnessed the gradual decline of the
vizierate. In the face of internal rivalries and
the weakening of viziers, Ayyubid rulers
often assumed direct control over
administrative affairs, leading to the
diminishing influence of the vizierate and,
at times, its complete dissolution.

A defining feature of Ayyubid political
structure was the precedence of the military
elite (ahl al-sayf) over the bureaucratic class
(ahl al-qalam). This trend toward the
militarization ~ of  state  structures
progressively marginalized the role of the
vizierate. Thus, the vizierate under the
Ayyubids never evolved into a powerful or
autonomous institution; it remained under
the shadow of military oversight and royal
authority. This distinguishes it
fundamentally from its counterparts in
earlier caliphates.

By analyzing power structures, historical
contexts, and relevant political factors, this
research seeks to provide a clear and
scholarly account of the transformations of
the vizierate under the Ayyubid dynasty,
while reassessing its position within the
broader framework of Islamic
civilization—particularly in comparison
with Abbasid and Fatimid experiences.

Methodology

The methodology of this study is based on
a descriptive-analytical approach. This
means that the researcher first gathers
historical data from authentic sources to
provide an accurate description of the
subject in question—the institution of the
vizierate in the Ayyubid state. Following
this, by employing methods of historical
and comparative analysis, the study
examines the evolution and functions of this
institution in relation to other Islamic
governments.

The primary sources for this research
consist of medieval Islamic historical texts,
including works by prominent Muslim
historians such as Ibn al-Athir in al-Kamil
fi al-Tarikh, Ibn Wasil in Mufarrij al-
Kuriib, al-Qalgashandi in Subh al-A‘sha,
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and Shihab al-Din al-Najib al-Hamadhani
in al-Rawdatayn. Additionally, classical
political-legal texts and adab al-mulik
literature, such as al-Mawardi’s al-Ahkam
al-Sultaniyya, Ibn Tigtaga’s al-Fakhri, and
Nizam al-Mulk’s Siyasatnameh, have been
consulted to elucidate the theoretical
foundations of the vizierate in Islamic
political thought.

Alongside these classical sources, modern
research has also been incorporated,
including academic articles and analytical
works—such as Continuity and Change in
Medieval Persia by Ann Lambton—as well
as contemporary Arabic and Western
studies on Ayyubid bureaucracy.

In the analytical phase, particular emphasis
has been placed on the historical context
and power structures of the Ayyubid period.
Through a comparative method, the study
seeks to clarify the similarities and
differences between the vizierate under the
Ayyubids and that of the Abbasid and
Fatimid caliphates. In doing so, this
research goes beyond mere description,
offering a comprehensive and multilayered
depiction of this political institution by
integrating historical data with theoretical
frameworks.

Results and discussion

This study demonstrates that the vizierate in
the Ayyubid state was not merely an
administrative position but rather a key
element in organizing the apparatus of
governance and balancing central authority
with local elites. Drawing on the
experiences of the Abbasids and Fatimids,
the Ayyubids developed a vizierate that
combined bureaucratic, military, and
religious functions. The findings indicate
that the structure of the vizierate during this
period represented a synthesis of Abbasid
caliphal heritage and the practical demands
of post-Seljuk military states. In this sense,
the vizier acted not only as a traditional
administrator but also as a coordinator
among emirs, the chief qadi (qadt al-qudat),
and military commanders.

Another key finding is the role of the
vizierate in preserving the religious
legitimacy of the Ayyubid state—
particularly through its close association
with the judiciary and the state's Sunni-
ShafiT religious policy. Ultimately, the
study reveals that although the structure and
duties of the vizierate under the Ayyubids
experienced fluctuations and occasional
weakening, it nevertheless remained a
fundamental pillar of governance in the
Islamic world of the medieval period.

Conclusion

The office of the vizier has always been a
fundamental  pillar of  governance
throughout history, playing a decisive role
in the consolidation, continuity, or decline
of states. The administration of government
affairs largely depended on the efficiency or
inefficiency of viziers, and many sultans
and caliphs attributed the endurance or
downfall of their rule to the wisdom or
weakness of these key figures. In the
western Islamic world—particularly in
Egypt and Syria, which were among the
major centers of Islamic civilization—the
vizierate played a significant role in the
formation and stabilization of state
structures. For instance, Salah al-Din al-
Ayyiibi, who previously served as the vizier
of the Fatimid caliph al-‘Adid, abolished
the Fatimid caliphate upon the latter’s death
and established the Ayyubid sultanate under
the nominal authority of the ‘Abbasid
caliphate. Likewise, Qadi al-Fadil al-
Baysani, who acted as a bridge between the
old regime and the new Ayyubid monarchy
during its early years, played a crucial role
in organizing and strengthening its
administrative structure by drawing on his
experience in the Fatimid bureaucracy.

The evolution of the Ayyubid bureaucratic
system can be divided into two phases. The
first phase was marked by powerful viziers
such as Qadi al-Fadil, ‘Abd Allah ibn
Shukr, and Ibn al-Nakhkhal, who exercised
full control over state administration and,
through their competence and prudence,
helped stabilize the Ayyubid regime. The
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second phase occurred under the successors
of Salah al-Din, during which the role of the
viziers gradually weakened. Observing the
weaknesses, abuses, or incompetence of
certain viziers, the Ayyubid sultans chose to
bring bureaucratic affairs directly under
their control. This shift in approach
transformed the vizierate from a position of
authority to one subject to direct
supervision by the sultan.

Despite its significance, the vizierate under
the  Ayyubids never achieved full
independence and remained essentially an
executive body. Unlike the Fatimid
caliphate—where some viziers wielded
power equal to or even exceeding that of the
caliph—the Ayyubid vizierate operated
strictly within defined boundaries and never
evolved into a fully delegated institution
with extensive powers. To curb the
influence of the viziers, the office of na’ib
al-saltana (viceroy) was also established.
For example, toward the end of the reign of
al-Malik al-‘Adil, faced with the subversive
actions of his vizier lbn Shukr, the sultan
dismissed him and refrained from
appointing a replacement; the vizierate was
even abolished entirely for a time.

In sum, one of the key factors behind the
gradual decline of the vizierate during the
Ayyubid era was the increasing dominance
of the military elite (ahl al-sayf) over the
bureaucratic class (ahl al-qalam), leading to
the militarization of the state apparatus.
This shift not only transformed the identity
of the vizierate but also steered the Ayyubid
political system toward greater military
centralization. These developments show
that the Ayyubids, in their pursuit of
absolute control, actively prevented the
concentration of excessive power in the
hands of viziers and maintained constant
oversight over this institution.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The main concern in this research is that it
was thought that with the Constitutional
Movement, Iran was on the “threshold” of
the greatest historical turning point to
overcome the “chronic historical pain of
tyranny,” but the political and social
conditions following the Constitutional
Revolution caused disorder and chaos in the
years 1285 to 1299 and the establishment of
the absolute government of Reza
Khani/Reza Shahi during the years 1304 to
1320. In other words, chaos and anarchy, as
well as the absolute government, were the
result and  consequence of  the
Constitutional Revolution; while both
chaos and anarchy and absolutism were the
opposite of the idea of constitutionalism
and the constitutional government. The
focus of the research is to answer the
question of what were the causes of the
suspension of constitutionalism and the
dominance of the state of exception in the
late Qajar period (1285 to 1299) and the
first Pahlavi era (1304 to 1320). In response
to the research question, the hypothesis was
put forward that in the years 1285-1320, the
simultaneous presence and intertwining of
the triad of ideas (the idea of an ideal king,
a tented/roofed worldview, the reproduction
of ancient tradition), institutions (rigged
elections, the overpowering of the court, an
interventionist and  supportive army,
monarchist and statist law enforcement
forces, the control of the judiciary, the
continuous weakening of the parliament
and, in a word, institutional insecurity) and
events (the shelling of the parliament, the
First World War, the Jungle Movement, the
street uprising, the amendment of the
constitution, the transfer of the monarchy)
suspended the constitutionalizing of
political power and dominated the
exception (the abolition of law and public
order and the enactment of new laws along
with unlimited authority and the complete
suspension of the existing order) over the

rule (the limitation and legalization of
political power).

There are many sources regarding the
Constitutional period to the early Pahlavi
period, and in general, all these works,
including books, articles, treatises,
memoirs, documents, etc.,, can be
categorized into three types: First, works
that include memoirs, journalistic
writings by  witnesses  of  the
Constitutional era and Reza Shah, and the
writings of contemporaries of that era,
which, as historical sources, all contain
information for researchers to analyze and
construct theoretical concepts. Among
these  memoirs, biographies, and
newspaper articles, we can mention the
biography of Man Mostofi, memoirs and
dangers of Hedayat, memoirs of Sadr al-
Ashraf, memoirs of Golshaian, memoirs
of Taghizadeh, memoirs of Ehtesham al-
Saltaneh, memoirs of Morukh al-Dawla
Sepehr, political memoirs of Amin al-
Dawla, memoirs of Moshar al-Dawla,
memoirs of Etemad al-Saltaneh,
newspaper memoirs of Ayn al-Saltaneh,
memoirs of Ardalan, memoirs of lronside,
memoirs of Amir Ahmadi, memoirs of
Hojjati, Ezam Qudsi, Sharif Kashani,
Nazim al-Islam Kermani, Majdal-Islam
Kermani, Bahar, Dolatabadi, Malekzadeh,
Kasravi, Mohit Mafi, and others which
lack a specific and coherent theoretical
framework. The second category includes
the remaining documents from that era,
which can be referred to as parliamentary
negotiations, documents of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and archival sources.
Historical documents are the silent and
eloquent vessels of history; they speak for
themselves. The most important of these
documents include the Orange Book, the
Blue Book, the New Constitutionalist
Papers, the Constitutionalist Letters, and
Spring Rice's private letters. Other
documents from this period include
newspapers and magazines: Majles
Newspaper,  Sur-e-Sarafil, Musavat,
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Chernuparan, Habel-ol-Matin, Kaveh
Magazine, Iranshahr Magazine,
Farangistan Letter Magazine, and others.
The third category consists of works that
analyze the Constitutionalist Revolution
and Reza Khan's rise to power from
various angles. Within the works of the
third category, we can mention authors
such as Abrahamian, Furan, Kodi,
Katouzian, Adami, Afari, Ajoudani,
Kamali, Vahdat, Bashirieh, Haeri,
Farmanfarmaian, Cronin, El-Hayed,
Ghani, Abadian, Akbari, Shahabi, and
Martin, etc. In the present study, an
attempt was made to re-examine, within a
constructed theoretical framework (state
of exception) and using the conceptual
constructs of suspension and exception,
the grounds for the non-constitutionality
of the structure of the state and
government in the political history of
contemporary Iran. The most important
distinguishing feature of the present study
is that an attempt has been made to re-
examine the grounds for the non-
constitutionalization of the state and
government structure in the contemporary
political history of Iran within a
constructed theoretical framework (the
state of exception) and by utilizing the
conceptual constructs of suspension and
exception.

Methodology

This research is fundamental research in
terms of its purpose and nature, and
qualitative in terms of its method. One of
the important methods in qualitative
research is the historical explanation
method. The historical analysis method,
especially its narrative type, emphasizes
the contextuality, temporality, and process
of events. This method presents a specific
causal mechanism that connects the
various parts of the story and through
which the chain of events is connected
from cause to effect. Causal processes are
constructs based on our epistemological
system, because the narrative structure
(meanings) based on theory is imposed on

historical events to make them
understandable and meaningful. In this
way, reality is understood in the light of a
narrative that is a construct of our
epistemological system.

Results and discussion
Events that created the context for the
suspension of the constitutional order and
the rule of the state of exception are:
1-a) Internal events that caused suspension:
e Internal  disputes  between the
government and the parliament
e Suspension of the constitutional order
with the first coup against the
parliament and its bombing
e Political factions, intolerance, terrorism
e Chaos and the formation of separatist
movements
1-b) External events that caused
suspension:
e Competition and interventions of the
great powers
e Russian ultimatum
e First World War
e 1919 Treaty
In this respect, the Constitutional
Revolution is the first movement to
establish a legal and limited state based on
new institutions to fulfill the demands of the
forces and social classes affected by the
developments of the second half of the 19th
century in lIranian society, and its most
important achievement was the emergence
of institutions that promised to change the
traditional power structure. One of the most
important implications of the formation of
modern institutions in any country is the
formation of a theoretical issue or semantic
system and its accompanying ideas and
intellectuals. In other words, no modern
institution or phenomenon will exist
without an element of thought in the true
sense, and in the background of every
modern institution, there must be an idea
commensurate with that semantic system.
In contemporary Iran, neither constitutional
institutions nor ideas commensurate with
that semantic system could be formed. This
situation in the Iranian political sphere is
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true both in the period of chaos and in the
absolutist period.

Conclusion

In terms of institutionalism, it should be
said that the main reason for the suspension
of constitutionalism can be seen in the
unpreparedness of the institutional and
intellectual foundations of Iranian society
and its inability to accept new institutions
such as parliament, parties, law, etc.
Therefore, the ineffectiveness  of
institutions was facilitated due to the
nascent nature of the subject matter and the
lack of a concrete definition of the
constitutional discourse, as well as the lack
of a concrete formation of the constitutional
discourse within it.

Therefore, the conflicting needs of the
domestic and international environments,
the intertwining of ideological,
institutional, and event factors, caused
Iranians to demand order and justice with
their fists.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Qajar era marked one of the most
significant periods of transformation in
Iran’s history, profoundly influencing its
educational, cultural, and  social
development. Spanning over a century,
from Fath Ali Shah’s reign (1797-1834) to
Mozaffar al-Din Shah’s rule (1896-1907),
Iran experienced critical shifts that laid the
foundation  for  modernization  and
constitutionalism. The interplay between
traditional Persian institutions and Western
influences sparked a gradual, yet impactful,
evolution in societal structures.

One of the key factors driving these changes
was Iran’s expanding engagement with
European countries through diplomatic
missions, trade relations, and intellectual
exchanges. The introduction of modern
sciences, legal concepts, and governance
principles through these interactions led to
an emerging discourse on reform. While
opposition from traditionalist factions
slowed progress, reform-minded
intellectuals  and  political ~ figures
increasingly advocated for structured
modernization, particularly in education
and governance.

The transformation of Iran’s educational
system was central to its broader socio-
political awakening. Earlier forms of
education were largely limited to Islamic
seminaries  (madrasas), focusing on
religious studies and classical Persian
literature. However, as Western-style
schools and institutions—such as Dar al-
Funun (1851)—began to take root, a new
generation of scientifically trained scholars
and reformists emerged, many of whom
later played a crucial role in shaping Iran’s
constitutional movement.

Culturally, the increased publication and
translation of European texts fostered
intellectual discourse, encouraging debates
on social justice, governance, and economic
development. Newspapers and literary
works introduced ideas of the rule of law,
constitutional governance, and political
representation, providing the Iranian public

with alternative models of statehood and
governance. The intellectual ferment of the
Qajar period thus set the stage for
fundamental political challenges that
culminated in the Constitutional Revolution
of 1906.

This study aims to examine how these
educational, cultural, and social shifts
contributed to the broader process of
national awakening and the eventual
transition to modern Iranian statehood. By
analyzing the trajectories of four key Qajar
rulers and their respective influences on
reforms, this research provides insight into
the incremental but decisive steps that
shaped Iran’s path toward modernization.

Material & Methods

To comprehensively analyze the Qajar-era
transformations, this research employs an
analytical-comparative methodology,
utilizing data collected from historical
records, scholarly articles, and secondary
research. The study examines four pivotal
reigns—Fath Ali Shah, Mohammad Shah
(1834-1848), Naser al-Din Shah (1848-
1896), and Mozaffar al-Din Shah (1896-
1907)—to  assess  their  respective
contributions to modernization efforts and
institutional reforms.

The methodological approach integrates
comparative historical analysis to evaluate
how reform efforts evolved across different
reigns. Particular attention is given to the
development of educational institutions,
cultural shifts, and legislative changes,
alongside Iran’s engagement with European
political philosophies. By analyzing these
factors, the study seeks to determine the
extent to which Western influence and
internal reformist movements shaped Iran’s
modernization trajectory.

Results and discussion

Educational, social, and cultural reforms
during the Qajar period contributed to
public awareness and socio-political
development, despite facing substantial
resistance from conservative factions
within Iranian society. One of the most
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significant ~ advancements was the
establishment of Dar al-Funun (1851)—the
first modern Iranian school—under Naser
al-Din Shah’s rule. This institution played a
crucial role in introducing Western
scientific knowledge and fostering a new
intellectual class that later advocated for
broader political and social reforms.
Beyond education, cultural exposure to
European literature, philosophy, and
governance models encouraged Iranian
thinkers to challenge traditional structures.
The rise of printing presses and the
increasing availability of translated works
further facilitated the spread of modernist
ideologies. Newspapers like "Qanun",
published by Mirza Malkom Khan,
disseminated progressive ideas advocating
constitutional governance and legal
reforms. This intellectual momentum laid
the foundation for reformist movements
that sought to curb the unchecked power of
the monarchy and establish structured
governance.

Socially, the gradual expansion of urban
intellectualism fostered debate on women’s
rights, educational accessibility, and
economic  reform.  While  societal
transformation was uneven, the emergence
of reform-oriented figures and increased
discourse on civil liberties signaled Iran’s
shift toward a more politically aware
population. These transformations
culminated in  widespread  public
dissatisfaction, which intensified toward the
late Qajar era, leading to demands for
constitutionalism and an organized legal
system.

The reign of Mozaffar al-Din Shah
witnessed heightened pressures for political
reform, particularly as Iran faced growing
economic instability and foreign influence.
By the early 20th century, a coalition of
intellectuals, merchants, and political

activists demanded the implementation of a
constitutional  government,  ultimately
succeeding with the drafting of Iran’s first
Constitution in 1906.

Conclusion

While the Qajar-era reforms were gradual
and often constrained by political obstacles,
they undeniably set the foundation for
Iran’s national awakening and
modernization efforts. The increased
exposure to Western ideologies, coupled
with  the establishment of modern
educational institutions, played a pivotal
role in shaping public consciousness and
fostering demands for political and social
reforms.

This study demonstrates that, despite
structural limitations and elite resistance,
reformist currents during the Qajar dynasty
laid essential groundwork for constitutional
governance. The intellectual movements of
the period encouraged a new generation of
political activists, whose efforts ultimately
led to Iran’s Constitutional Revolution.
While modernization was not wholly
realized during this period, its long-term
legacy influenced Iran’s sociopolitical
evolution well into the 20th century.
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