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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The coming to power of the Safavid
government is considered one of the most
important events in Iranian history. This
government is considered a distinctive
government in Iranian history due to some
characteristics. From the very beginning of
its formation, the Safavids had a military
nature besides their ideological nature, like
many similar governments. The Qizilbash,
as the military arm of the Safavids, has a
special presence in Iranian history. At times
in Safavid history, this powerful group
became a serious obstacle to the power of
the Safavid government and caused its
weakening, by resorting to tribal rivalries
and prioritizing tribal interests over the
interests of the government. Shah Abbas I,
early in his reign, sought to reduce the
power of the Qizilbash by creating another
military force consisting of slave forces,
which he succeeded to some extent. In fact,
Shah Abbas made extensive reforms in
various fields to strengthen the Safavid
government, and the military sector was one
of the most important parts of the Safavid
Empire, and Shah Abbas made reforms in
its structure. Some military positions such
as the gunnery officer, the artillery
commander, and so on were created for the
first time in Iranian history as a result of
these reforms of Shah Abbas. In addition to
creating new positions in the structure of the
Iranian army, Shah Abbas also revived
some older positions that had their roots in
Iranian history. The position of Sepahsalar,
whose history dates back to the pre-Islamic
era, was once again revived by Shah Abbas
| and replaced the position of Amir al-
Amrai. This action of Shah Abbas was
carried out with several motives and goals,
and this research attempts to answer the
guestions that exist in this field.

Material & Methods

The present research was carried out with
the aim of examining and explaining the
role and position of the Sepahsalar in the
military and administrative organization of

the Safavids. The research method in this
study is historical-analytical and the data
collection is done through the library
method. The research relies on primary
texts from the Safavid period.

Results and discussion

The coming to power of Shah Abbas I
(1038-996 AH) caused extensive changes in
the structure of the Safavid government
(1135-907 AH). Shah Abbas carried out
extensive reforms in various political,
economic, social, cultural, etc. areas so that
he became one of the most famous kings of
Iran. One of Shah Abbas's strategies for
consolidating the foundations of his power
was to reduce the power of the Qizilbash
forces and reform the Safavid military
organization. From these reforms of Shah
Abbas, some new military positions were
created, one of which was the position of
Sepahsalar. In fact, the history of this
position dates back to the pre-Islamic era,
and Shah Abbas somehow revived it. In the
Safavid  military  organization, the
Sepahsalar was responsible for
commanding all military forces, including
the Qizilbash, the Qollars, etc. Usually, this
position existed during the outbreak of war,
and at times when the Safavids were not
involved in a specific war, this position was
eliminated. Of course, this rule was not
always observed, and in some cases, the
Sepahsalar position existed even when the
country was not in a state of war.

Conclusion

The creation of the Sepahsalar position by
Shah Abbas | was aimed at reducing the
power of the Qizilbash, increasing the
Safavid Shah's dominance over the most
important military position, strengthening
the issue of legitimacy by reviving pre-
Islamic positions and titles, etc. This change
in the Safavid military structure led to
greater dominance of the Safavid Shah over
military affairs. However, the creation of
the Sepahsalar position caused an
imperceptible competition between the
Sepahsalar  and the Qorchibashi
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(commander of the Qizilbash), which could
have been a new problem in addition to the
already existing problems (the competition
between the Turks and the Tajiks). This
competition caused disruption in military
affairs, especially during the time of weaker
kings. This problem can be seen in the court
competitions during the time of Shah Sultan
Hussein which ultimately led to the fall of
the Safavids. The revival of the Sepahsalar
position by Shah Abbas I, while potentially
advantageous in certain respects, also
carried inherent risks and complexities,
making it difficult to definitively assess the
overall impact of this decision on his reign.
The Sepahsalar in the new military
organization that Shah Abbas designed did
not belong to any of the power groups, and
any of these groups could hold this position
regardless of their racial and ethnic status.
The most important task of the Sepahsalar

was to create empathy and unity among the
heterogeneous military forces of the
Safavids in times of war. Of course, as
mentioned, the unifying or divisive function
of the Sepahsalar was more affected by the
degree of control of the Safavid king over
his affairs and authority.
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One of the major and controversial policies of the Pahlavi government was
the approval of the Land Reform Bill in the 1960s. This bill faced various
reactions from numerous social, political, and economic groups. On the one
hand, supporters of this bill considered it a measure to reduce poverty and
create social justice in the villages and believed that these changes could
lead to the modernization of the country's agricultural structure. On the
other hand, opponents of the bill, especially landowners and some political
forces, saw it as a threat to their interests and authority and were concerned
about its unintended consequences. The present study examines the reasons
for each of these reactions by deeply analyzing the views of those in favor
of and against land reform, using a descriptive-analytical method. The
guestion of the present study is what political, social, and economic factors
led to different reactions to the Land Reform Bill in Iran and how did these
reactions affect the implementation of this bill? The proponents of land
reform in the historical period under review included various political
groups in Iran, including Marxists, each of whom had specific positions on
peasant issues and land reform. The various leftist parties in Iran, despite
differences in approaches and solutions, generally emphasized the necessity
of land reform and changes in the ownership system. The opponents of land
reform in Iran which officially began in the 1960s with land reform and the
policies of the White Revolution, included a wide range of political and
religious groups, spiritual leaders, and figures affiliated with the court.
These oppositions were formed from various perspectives, from legal and
economic to religious and traditional, and originated from various groups
such as the National Front, the Freedom Movement, some prominent
clerics, and even individuals close to the imperial court.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Land Reform Act in Iran passed in the
late 1950s and early 1960s under the rule of
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, was one of
the government’s most significant efforts to
alter land ownership structures and reduce
the influence of large landowners in Iranian
society. Aimed at improving the economic
conditions of  farmers, reducing
inequalities, and modernizing agriculture,
this act was implemented as part of the
broader policies known as the "White
Revolution." The land reform initiative,
which had substantial economic, social, and
political impacts, evoked a wide array of
responses —sometimes contradictory—
from different social and political groups.
While some elites and farmers viewed the
reforms as a tool for advancing social
justice and sustainable development,
numerous landowners, influential figures,
and certain political groups saw it as a threat
to economic and social stability, criticizing
it sharply. This article seeks to examine
these diverse reactions and to address the
question of how the Land Reform Act
influenced Iran’s social and economic
structures and why different groups
responded to it with such opposing
perspectives.

Although the primary aim of the act was to
reduce inequality and enhance farmers’
living conditions, its implementation faced
numerous challenges, including resistance
from major landowners, limitations in full
execution, and structural inefficiencies.
This research, considering the existing gaps
and challenges, endeavors to provide a
comprehensive analysis of the act’s impact
on Iran’s socio-economic structures and the
reasons behind the varying reactions among
different groups.

Material & Methods

This study is conducted using a historical
method. The paper is based on the
examination of archival documents and the
collection of information from library
sources, following an analytical and

descriptive approach. This method enables
the researcher to analyze the subject
thoroughly using documented evidence,
providing a clear depiction of relevant
trends and developments.

Results and discussion

The Land Reform Bill, passed on March 17,
1960, was ultimately abandoned and not
implemented due to technical issues, a lack
of consensus within the ruling class on its
execution, and, ultimately, opposition from
religious authorities who declared it
unlawful. The government's subsequent
attempt to implement land reforms at the
beginning of the 1960s, despite its approval
and implementation, faced significant
support and opposition, with many groups
actively working to obstruct and halt the
process. Among the supporters of land
reform during this historical period were
various political groups in Iran, including
Marxists, the Communist Party, the Tudeh
Party, and socialists, each of whom held
distinct views on peasant issues and land
reform. Despite differences in their
approaches and solutions, leftist parties in
Iran generally emphasized the necessity of
land reforms and a change in the ownership
system. The Communist Party and the
Tudeh Party focused more on land
redistribution and economic equality, while
the Socialists emphasized agricultural
mechanization and land ownership reform.
Opponents of land reform in Iran,
particularly with the introduction of the
White Revolution’s land reform policies in
the 1960s, came from a wide array of
political, religious, and royalist groups.
These objections stemmed from legal,
economic, religious, and traditional
concerns, and opposition came from
various groups such as the National Front,
the Freedom Movement, prominent clerics,
and even individuals close to the royal
court. The opposition to land reform during
this period reflected the diverse viewpoints
within Iranian society. These reforms
encountered resistance from various groups
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who, for legal, economic, religious, or
political reasons, saw them as conflicting
with their interests or beliefs.

Conclusion

The implementation of land reforms in Iran
faced diverse and profound reactions from
various social and political groups.
Supporters of the reform viewed the bill as
an opportunity for rural development,
poverty reduction, and a step toward social
justice. They believed that changes in the
ownership  structure  could  foster
agricultural growth and, at the same time,
enhance the economic independence of
peasants. However, critics and opponents,
including large landowners, political and
religious elites, and even some political
parties, opposed the plan due to the threat it
posed to their interests and their
dissatisfaction ~ with  its  execution.
Moreover, religious views that opposed
large land ownership but emphasized the
necessity of reforms within the framework
of Islamic law further complicated the
situation. The widespread opposition to the
land reforms under Dr. Ali Amini's
government, from a diverse range of groups
including court officials, cabinet members,
landowners, and even some intellectuals
and journalists, highlighted the complexity
and depth of the challenges in
implementing such a plan in Iran at the
time. Although these reforms were intended
to improve the conditions of farmers and
reduce class inequalities, they faced
opposition due to the traditional structure of
society, limited resources, and a lack of
supporting infrastructure, making their full
implementation difficult. Some opponents,

such as Hossein Ala and Houshang Ram,
were concerned about the practical and
economic consequences of the reforms and
argued that the plan was unfeasible, based
on statistical and economic evidence.
Meanwhile, figures like GholamHossein
Behnia believed that without sufficient
funding and detailed financial planning, the
land reforms would primarily benefit large
landowners and place an additional burden
on the government. Large landowners,
fearing the loss of their power and
privileges, sought to weaken Amini's
government by supporting political and
religious groups, hoping that a change in
government would restore the previous
situation. Thus, the land reforms under
Amini's government faced significant
challenges within an environment of class
resistance and economic difficulties. This
situation  shows that implementing
structural and social reforms in a society
whose structures have not yet reached
economic and social modernity requires
long-term planning, resource allocation,
and the creation of supporting
infrastructure.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article type: Science and religion and their relationship are significant and novel topics
Research Avrticle in philosophy and theology, which, according to a famous classification that
) is agreed upon by many scholars, can be classified into four categories:
Received: conflict, distinction, interaction, and unity. As scientific advancements
i%igéﬁ? began to challenge 'ghe literal interpretatiqns of the Bib_le and_Torah,
2024/12/21 scholgrs and theologians sought to reconu!e these seemingly disparate
op: domains of_knowledg_e._Some expressed the view that we should correct our
28- 46 understanding of religion and the Holy Bible, or that the universe has
proven things that cannot be refuted, so what we understand from the Holy
Keywords: Bible is not correct. This theory appeared in various ways and forms, and
The  evolution of eventually, its wave reached other regions and religions, including Islamic
knowledge; countries, and Muslim intellectuals. The theory of theoretical contraction
Religious Knowledge;  and expansion of Sharia, a prominent concept within Islamic epistemology,

Mostafa Malekian;
Abdul Karim Soroush;
Abdullah Javadi Amoli.

posits that religious knowledge, like any other form of human knowledge,
is inherently dynamic and subject to ongoing refinement. This theory
asserts that as human understanding of the world evolves and new
knowledge emerges, religious interpretations must adapt accordingly,
undergoing periods of both contraction (re-evaluation of existing doctrines)
and expansion (incorporation of new insights). However, this theory was
criticized by many religious thinkers. Therefore, this article undertakes a
critical evaluation of certain criticisms leveled against Mustafa Malekian
and Abdullah Javadi Amoli's theory of contraction and expansion of Sharia,
examining these critiques through the lens of Abdul Karim Soroush's
philosophical framework.
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Extended Abstract

Abdul Karim Soroush, a religious
intellectual and innovator, discusses the
importance of the issue of contraction and
expansion at the beginning of his book,
Theoretical Confinement and Expansion of
Sharia. Because he believes that talking
about the revival of religion is not exclusive
to the field of Islamic da'wah and the idea
of reform has existed since ancient times.
Contemporary religious reformers exhibit a
distinct approach compared to their
predecessors.  While earlier reform
movements, often driven by a perceived
misappropriation of religion by dogmatic
authorities, sought to liberate religious
discourse from the constraints of rigid
orthodoxy, contemporary  reformers
prioritize the preservation and transmission
of authentic religious values within the
evolving complexities of the modern world.
Their focus lies in navigating the challenges
of modernity while safeguarding the core
tenets. He attributes the formation and
emergence of this theory to several Ijtihads
that emerged in Shiite societies and caused
them to boast. Then, he considers this
theory to be the same as what most religious
reformers used to reconcile eternity and
change, to separate fixed and variable
matters, to transform jurisprudence and to
build a new theology. The correct statement
from Soroush's point of view is that as long
as someone does not differentiate between
religion and human understanding, he
cannot answer some of the questions that
have arisen in Shiite and non-Shiite
societies. Regarding Maliki theory, he
contends that it exhibits both strengths and
significant weaknesses. Consequently, he
argues against a wholesale acceptance or
rejection of the theory, instead advocating
for a more nuanced and critical evaluation
of its individual components. The question
arises as to why and how human
understandings of religion differ and
become different. The theory of Contract
and Expansion seeks to answer this
question: but in our opinion, this answer is

not complete. In fact, the secret of the
difference between various understandings
of religion has not yet been fully clarified
and specified and is shrouded in ambiguity
(Malekian, 1997: 1). This theory can be
examined in three stages:

A) Report or explanation of the theory; in
this stage, the theory itself is presented and
expressed in a systematic and logical
manner, and the statement, purpose, and
goal of this theory are stated.

B) Extracting the logical implications of the
theory; In this stage, matters that are not
raised in the theory are stated; whatever is
written in the book of Contract and
Expansion is not all that this theory can say.
C) Criticism of the theory; In this stage, the
strengths and weaknesses of this theory are
stated along with its implications
(Malekian, 1997: 1).

In his critique of Soroush's theory of
contraction and expansion, Javadi Amoli
believes that by proving stability for some
sciences, the existence of the unseen world
is also proven. He considers change
permissible only in the field of some
subjects and instances of religious rulings.
He says that Soroush or any other
epistemologist who denies the existence of
the unseen world cannot even consider
stability for religious knowledge and
considers it to be in motion, change, and
evolution.

The research method in this study is
hermeneutic and based on interpretation,
including authorial belief, text-oriented and
interpretive. This study mainly relies on
primary sources, including the published
works of Abdul Karim Soroush, to
investigate  his  perspectives on the
relationship between science and religion.
The research also incorporates a critical
analysis of the scholarly discourse
surrounding this topic, examining the
evaluations and critiques offered by other
prominent thinkers. The methodology
employed is qualitative in nature, utilizing
library research and a card-indexing system
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to collect and analyze data, with a particular
focus on identifying cause-and-effect
relationships.

Malekian says that this theory has many
strengths and weaknesses. Therefore, it can
neither be accepted nor can it be rejected
completely. As it is clear, Malekian neither
completely agrees with his theory nor
opposes it. Malekian has taken some minor
problems with his theory and says that
Soroush does not consider religion to be a
fixed matter, because he considers religion
to mean the Book and the Sunnah, and since
these two are based on the science of Rijal
and the science of Usul, they are human
knowledge, so religion and Sharia also
change according to these two. Malekian's
words, in this case, are correct because
these two sciences are human sciences and
change, but this does not mean that these
two sciences change the essence and root of
religion and Sharia and cause its
destruction, but rather, as Soroush says,
they clarify our understanding and
comprehension of religion.

Regarding the theory of Contraction and
Expansion, Amoli states that various
religions and sects are the result of a fixed
and unified nature, and also that the idea of
various changes in the branches of religion,
sects, and traditions is due to the talent and
merit of the saints, and if there is any
change, it is in minor matters, and the way
to obtain and understand the rulings of
changing matters is through constant effort
and ijtihad in the Sharia. He says that by
proving the stability of some sciences, the
existence of the unseen world is also
proven, and he also believes that sensory
and hypothetical knowledge is always
changing and evolving. He acknowledges
that while the subject matter of scientific
inquiry — the natural world — is constantly
evolving, the fundamental principles and
methodologies of science remain relatively
constant. In his view, it is our understanding
of the world, and not the underlying
scientific  principles themselves, that
undergoes  significant transformations.
Soroush also holds the same opinion that

science is constant and only our
understanding undergoes contraction and
expansion, and our discussion is about
better understanding. Amoli agrees with
Soroush on this matter to a very small
extent. Regarding the relativity of
understanding and change in religious
knowledge, Amoli says that if we assume
that the Sharia is fixed and our
understanding of the Sharia is changing,
then the issues that claim to be fixed and
permanent are doomed to destruction and
annihilation. However, Soroush says that
the change in our understanding only means
that we understand them better and the
Sharia remains fixed as before. Here
Amoli's words conflict because in previous
articles he had said that he agreed with
Soroush and that only our understanding
undergoes change, but now he says that
fixed matters also change and are destroyed,
as he says that if understanding is fluid and
variable, then fixed matters also change. In
his criticism of Soroush, he says that
religion is fixed and religious knowledge is
variable and the reason is that religious
knowledge is human understanding and this
(human understanding) is always in motion,
change, and evolution. It should be
understood that this judgment of his is also
subject to decline and change. That is, he
cannot make such a judgment absolutely
and decisively because it is possible that his
understanding may also change and evolve
as a result of the development of other
human knowledge, and at that time he will
order both to remain constant or to change
(it seems that the way Amoli criticizes
Soroush and says that if human
understanding changes, then Soroush's
words will also change is a relative and
skeptical judgment because Soroush says
that human understanding of things changes
in every era and our understanding of it
increases. Therefore, he rejects Soroush's
words in this way because with Amoli's
interpretation, everything is in doubt and no
matter or word in the world can be trusted).
Amoli says that if a theologian and
epistemologist considers existence as a
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changing set, he can never believe in a fixed
religion (the argument is that things are
fixed and the Sharia is fixed, but our
understanding changes, meaning that God,
Quran, the Book, and the Sunnah are the
same, but with the change of this existence
and things, our understanding also changes
and cannot remain fixed as before. Religion
Is the same religion, but our understanding
of a series of religious issues changes. We
even read in the Quran that every prophet
spoke about the understanding and
comprehension of each human being in
every era so that they could better
understand those matters). Regarding the
issue of the relative and contemporary
nature of understanding, Amoli states that
knowledge and awareness of the Prophet's
tradition did not exist with us at that time,
meaning that we had knowledge of that
tradition at that time. However, in this
present time, we do not have this awareness.
That is, the truth of human knowledge and

understanding is circular in its being and
non-being and is not relative or
contemporary. Therefore, as he says, we
can say that if we did not have that
information at that time and now we do,
then our understanding of those matters was
limited, but now it has changed and we
understand it better.
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Examining the attitude of the Pahlavi dynasty to foreign policy and
international relations and its application in this field in political, economic
and cultural dimensions requires historical explanation. The Pahlavi
dynasty has been the subject of contradictory and different analyses in this
dimension. The Pahlavi dynasty was established under various internal and
external conditions and factors. The most important external force
influential in the emergence of the Pahlavi dynasty was the British
government, however, during his reign, Reza Shah endeavored to shed the
perception of being a British puppet. Reza Shah tried to develop political
relations with Western countries and established commercial, political and
scientific relations with the governments of France, Germany, Switzerland,
Austria and Eastern Europe in the form of sending students to acquire new
sciences and techniques. Although British officers in Iran played an
important role in Reza Shah's rise to power, he never sent a student to
England during his reign. During his reign, especially during World War 11,
Reza Shah went to the Allied front, where Hitler was the leader of Germany.
British disapproval of Reza Shah's support for Germany led to Allied
diplomatic intervention. Consequently, Reza Shah withdrew logistical and
intelligence assistance from the German government. Finally, Iran was
occupied by the Allied forces. Reza Shah was removed from power. The
present study attempts to historically examine and explain Reza Shah's
approach to international relations, including with the British government.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The first Pahlavi period faced ups and
downs in terms of foreign policy. In the
very early days after the coup of March
1299, he took steps to reduce the influence
of Britain and the Soviet Union as two
interventionist powers in lran. These
measures included the cancellation of the
1919 treaty and the conclusion of an
agreement with the Soviet Union. Britain's
role in the coup of March 1299 caused Reza
Khan, in the positions of commander of the
armed forces, the Ministry of War, the
Prime Minister, and the king, to always
attempt to diminish and weaken Britain's
role in domestic affairs. There were
important and challenging issues between
Iran and Britain over oil, the Persian Gulf
and its ports, and Bahrain. Britain was eager
not to lose political influence and control
over oil fields and to maintain its colonies
in the Middle East and Asia. During his
reign, Reza Shah tried to reduce Iran's
political and economic dependence on
foreigners, including Britain, but he
approached a third power in foreign policy
called Germany and established extensive
political and economic relations with the
Government of Nazi Germany. Iran's trade
exchanges with the German government
during the Pahlavi era increased to more
than 41%. In terms of sending students to
Europe, he removed England from the list
of countries to send them, and they were
sent to France, Switzerland, Austria, and
Eastern Europe. The present study attempts
to examine the principles of foreign policy
during the Pahlavi era and to analyze the
approach of Reza Shah's government
towards Britain in political, economic, and
scientific dimensions from the perspective
of Mohammad Ali Homa Katouzian. It
answers the following questions: 1- Why
did Nazi Germany become a significant
factor in Reza Shah's foreign policy And 2-
What was the completely different
approach to, and downplaying of, the
British Empire in the Reza Shah's
government's foreign policy?

Methodology

The present research is based on studies and
documentation of historical sources and
studies. After arranging the documentation
in a systematic and structured manner, the
author has analyzed and explained the
history and the international relations of
Reza Shah's government from the
perspective of Katouzian, one of the
contemporary historians of Iran.

Results and discussion

In his writings, Katouzian has addressed the
foreign policy of the Reza Shah era and has
revealed important points in this regard. Oil
disputes with Britain, sending students to
Europe and excluding Britain from
scientific relations, disputes over southern
ports and the Persian Gulf, and the Bahrain
issue were among the main challenges of
the Reza Shah's government with Britain.
Changes in foreign policy and the
establishment of friendly relations with
other European countries, especially Nazi
Germany led by Hitler, were among the
main points of the program in the foreign
policy independent of political and
economic influence.

Conclusion

The relations of Reza Shah's government
with Germany, in order to weaken the
position of Britain, caused the government
of Nazi Germany to provide numerous
assistances in economic, construction,
financial and industrial projects to the
government of Iran and neighboring
countries in order to weaken the role of
Britain as a rival power in the Middle East.
The largest volume of Iranian trade was
with the German government. In 1926, the
first group of sixty people on government
scholarships were sent to European
countries - especially France, Belgium and
Germany - to study in scientific, technical
and other fields. The exclusion of England
had considerable political significance.
During the entire reign of Reza Shah, not a
single government scholarship was sent to
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England, and not a single English expert or
company was invited to participate in
government projects. However, it can be
said that at the end of Reza Shah's reign,
Iran was still economically dependent, as a
result of these reforms, the nature of this
dependence had changed significantly: oil
had been added as a major export product to
agricultural goods; England was no longer
Iran's main trading partner. However,
despite efforts to exclude Britain from the
foreign policy principles of Reza Shah's
government, the outbreak of World War 11
and Reza Shah's support for Germany led to
the Allied invasion of Iran and the
occupation of Iran by Soviet and British

forces, causing Reza Shah to fall from
power.
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ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Progress has been one of the important aspects in the history of Iran and the
world. To achieve this goal in the contemporary history of Iran, especially
the Qajar era, it is better to examine the development status of Iran in

58‘232'/‘161‘;'2 g comparison with that of developed European countries. The present article
i titled "R_eV|eW|ng_the progress and _development of France fro_m the
2025/01/19 perspective of Qajar travelogues during the 19th century AD "aims to
op: analyze the Iranian Qajar works and provide the answer to the question:
57-72 What was the perception of Qajar Iranians about the development in France

in the 19th century? The present research is written in a descriptive-
Keywords: analytical method drawing on library resources. This research examines the
Progress; progress of France in the 19th century, which coincides with the 13th
Travelogue; century of the lunar calendar, through the lens of the travelogues of the
g;ajf;creéra Qajar era. This century was a period of significant political, social, and

cultural changesin France, including the Industrial Revolution and political
changes between the monarchy and the republic. Iranian travelers and
historians from the Qajar series presented their views on these
developments. This research aims to show how Qajar observers perceive
French modernization in various social affairs. This study shows a mixture
of praise and criticism and provides insights into the dynamics of cultural
exchange and the ideals of Iranian elites for reform. As a result, it can be
said that Qajar Iranians paid attention only to French military progress
before the constitutional revolution and social and cultural issues at the
threshold of that revolution. Iranian elites' familiarity with France's
development progressed from the beginning of the Qajar era as the
constitutional era approached.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The 19th century shows a deep
transformation in  global geopolitics,
especially in Europe and the Middle East.
France, under successive regimes from the
Great Revolution of 1789 onwards,
emerged as an important player in shaping
the political and cultural landscape of the
modern world. These developments in
Qajar Iran were also not without attention.
The Qajar dynasty was going through the
process of political centralization and
interaction with the European powers of
that time. This article deals with the
development of France from the lens of
Qajar travelogues, which is an important
and yet often neglected point of view in
world history studies. Qajar travelers
closely observed France's advances in
science, governance, cultural and social
affairs and oftencompared it with their own
country. Using first-hand Persian sources of
the Qajar era, this article seeks to
reconstruct how to understand and analyze
the progress of France from the perspective
of Iranians as residents of a developing
country. The present research s
descriptive-analytical and draws on library
resources to answer the question: What was
Qajar lranians' perception of progress in
France in the 19th century? As mentioned,
this research uses first-hand Persian sources
to investigate the development of France
from the perspective of Qajar Iranians.
Although Western sources such as
Spielvogel, Philip Adler, and others have
already examined the progress of France in
the 19th century, this study presents a
mixture of praise and criticism and offers
insights into the dynamics of cultural
exchange and the ideals of Iranian elites for
reform. As a result, it can be said that Qajar
Iranians paid attention only to the French
military progress before the constitutional
revolution and social and cultural issues on
the threshold of that revolution. The Iranian
elites' familiarity with France's
development from the beginning of the

Qajar era, made significant progress with
the approach of the constitutional era.

Material & Methods

The present research is descriptive-
analytical and draws on the collection of
library sources. Qajar travelogues have
been used as first-hand sources, and the
works of Adler and Spielvogel have been
used as well to examine the advances of
France during the 19th century.

Results and discussion

Asa result, it can be said that Qajar Iranians
paid attention only to the French military
progress  before the  constitutional
revolution and social and cultural issues on
the threshold of that revolution. The Iranian
elites' familiarity with the development and
progress of France from the beginning of
the Qajar era, with the approach of the
constitutional era, made significant
progress.

Conclusion

The current research entitled "Reviewing
the progress and development of France
from the perspective of Qajar travelogues
during the 19th century" tried to analyze the
Persian sources of the Qajar era to answer
the question: What was the perception of
Qajar Iranians about development in France
in the 19th century?. The 19th century was
a period of transformation for France,
characterized by industrial, political, and
social developments. Examining this period
through the lens of Qajar travelogues gives
a unique perspective of the progress of
France and its global influence. These
Persian sources serve as valuable records of
cross-cultural observations. Itis clear from
these reports that France's advances in
infrastructure, science, education, and
governance are highlighted as defining
features of its  progress.  These
developments emphasized the role of
France as a beacon of modernity and an
inspiration for reformist thinking in Iran.
Historiographic sources also emphasize the
central role of France in the formation of
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modern political ideologies  and
international diplomacy. Enlightenment
ideals and revolutionary legacies that
permeated France in the 19th century
strongly resonated among Qajar reformist
intellectuals. In conclusion, the progress of
France in this century, as seen through the
travelogues reveals not only the
achievements of this country but also its
complexities. This double point of view
based on praise and criticism emphasizes
the role of intercultural encounters and
provides a way for intellectual evolution
from that era. In general, it should be noted
that Qajar Iranians paid attentiononly to the
French military progress before the
constitutional revolution, and on the
threshold of that revolution to social and
cultural issues. The Iranian elites'
familiarity with the development of France
from the beginning of the Qajar era, with

the approach of the constitutional era, made
significant progress. By studying these
narratives, today'sresearchers gain a deeper
insight into the continuity of global
modernization processes and the mutual
effects of Europe and Iran.
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Extended Abstract

In this study, the capacities of Shia
civilization  jurisprudence have been
examined. The research method s
descriptive-analytical. Generally,
jurisprudence means all the teachings and
decrees revealed by God and technically
constitutes the subsidiary laws derived from
detailed religious evidence. Shi'ism means
accepting the scientific and spiritual
authority of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
and following all their thought and practices
that represent God on earth. Civilization in
the general term means the emergence of a
set of thoughts of human beings, which in the
religious term means collective obedience
from monotheism and the emergence of
innocent-based ideas in all important human
components. The purpose of this study is to
authorize all scientific propositions through
the existing and desirable capacities of Shia
jurisprudence. The mutual influence of
jurisprudence and science was investigated,
highlighting the significant capacity of Shiite
jurisprudence to provide a comprehensive
and monotheistic ~ framework  for
understanding the necessity, methodology,
purpose, application, and benefits of
scientific propositions. Because traditional
jurisprudence has a limited, individual focus,
making it impractical to address the needs of
a complex civilization, metropolitan
jurisprudence is necessary. Metropolitan
jurisprudence must address the complexities
of civilization across judicial, educational,
social, cultural, legal, political, ethical,
mystical, and familial domains. A key
strength of Shiite jurisprudence, derived
from its dynamic nature, is its capacity to
establish ~a  unified jurisprudential
framework. This framework enables the
discovery, development, and application of
necessary rules and principles, informed by
a keen understanding of the specific time and
place, ultimately contributing to the
realization of a Shiite civilization. By
utilizing revelation, reason, and the
principles of infallible deduction, Shiite
jurisprudence aims to establish a
monotheistic civilization and create the

conditions necessary for its emergence.
Shiite civilization is founded on principles of
justice, the revival of religious beliefs, the
integration of scientific propositions with
divine values, a mystical approach to
lifestyle, and the ethical guidance of human
behavior. It stands in contrast to arrogant
civilizations and represents a fundamental
shift. The results indicate that Shiite
metropolitan jurisprudence has the capacity
to regulate societal structures for a
monotheistic civilization.  Innocent-based
management offers the only just path to
systemization across all civilizational
components (economics, politics, culture,
society, law, family, etc.). Achieving Shiite
civilization jurisprudence requires several
key capacities: reliance on revelation,
consistent  principles, alignment  of
jurisprudential rules with the nature of the
civilization and human rationality, the ability
to derive principles from jurisprudential
sources and apply them across diverse fields
of human civilization, consideration of
expediency, and the establishment of
overarching principles like justice, which
supersede other rules within the system.
Based on the verse "The earth shall inherit
My righteous servants” (and other
supporting evidence), the management of
civilizational  jurisprudence must be
competent across all its components to
effectively implement this system and
achieve its goals. A goal of civilizational
jurisprudence is the implementation of
Islamic principles across various aspects of
society. This includes, for example,
navigating complex socio-political relations
with different nations, carefully considering
the level of trust afforded to countries such
as the US, Britain, Germany, and France,
and determining appropriate interactions.
These considerations are particularly
important given the history of colonialism,
conflict, and the support some of these
nations have provided to entities like the
state of Israel, certain interpretations of
Wahhabism, and groups accused of violence
and extremism. Regarding interactions with
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other  nations,  Shiite  civilizational
jurisprudence emphasizes a discerning
approach. While negotiations are necessary
with both allies and adversaries, trust and
special privileges should be granted
cautiously, based on the principles of this
jurisprudence.
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