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4th century.

Mardavij was one of the political contenders and the founder of the Ziyarian
dynasty in the years 319 to 323 AH. After gaining power, he took actions
such as celebrating pre-Islamic Iranian rituals, placing the crown on his
head and opposing the Abbasid caliph. Also, from the reports in the
historical sources, it appears that after he marched to Khuzestan in 323 AH
and expelled the Caliph's agents from that area; He intended to capture
Baghdad and revive the Sassanid Empire. Some of Mordavij's political
actions can be influenced by his tendencies and belonging to Iran's ancient
past. According to his actions, which will be analyzed in this article, this
attachment can be considered as his tendency to recover the Iranian identity.
Looking at Iranian culture before Islam is one of the most obvious aspects
of the 4th century of Hijri (AH) and it should be considered as the ruling
spirit of this era, which has been the standard of value and attention by most
of the rulers of this era. In addition, the 4th century of Hijri should be
considered the peak of Iran's culture and civilization after Islam. The
prominent features of this century and its remarkable progress in various
fields are not hidden from anyone. Richard Fry, a prominent Iranologist,
describes this period as "the golden age of Iranian culture and civilization".
Also, many thinkers refer to this period as the "renaissance era of Iranian
culture and civilization". Undoubtedly, the social situation is one of the
basic and influential factors in the changes and emergence of different
tendencies in society. This article, with a historical-analytical approach,
first examines the actions affected by the tendency to restore Iranian identity
in Mardovij's reign and then examines the influence of the social and
cultural conditions of the fourth century in the creation of this tendency.
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Extended Abstract

Mardavij, one of the important figures in
Iranian history during the fourth century
AH, is recognized as the founder of the
Ziyarid dynasty. After defeating Asfar, one
of the local commanders, Mardavij was able
to control vast territories, including Qazvin,
Ray, and Zanjan, becoming one of the
prominent political claimants of that era.
Upon gaining power, he undertook actions
such as commemorating pre-Islamic Iranian
traditions, placing a royal crown on his
head, and opposing the Abbasid caliph.
Additionally, reports from historical
sources indicate that after his campaign in
Khuzestan in the year 323 AH and the
expulsion of the caliph’s agents from that
region, he aimed to capture Baghdad and
restore the Sasanian monarchy. Mardavij’s
efforts, particularly in organizing national
celebrations and ceremonies, demonstrate
his determination to reconstruct lranian
identity in a society that had undergone
profound cultural and social changes.

The fundamental change was the
replacement of the institution of kingship
with the institution of the caliphate. After
the Arab invasion and the fall of the
Sasanian dynasty, Iranian society was
completely deprived of the institution of
kingship for about two centuries, with the
caliphate taking its place. However, the
caliph was never able to represent and
symbolize the cultural values of Iranian
society. While Islam brought with it a new
value system, the transformation of societal
values and culture required more time.
While Herodotus (in section 135 of Book
One) states that no people are as receptive
to foreign customs as the Iranians
(Herodotus, 2010: 1/164), Nelson Frye
emphasizes that “diversity and adaptability
in many aspects of culture is a common
phenomenon in Iranian history. Unlike the
Chinese, who accept foreign influences and
then assimilate them, Iranians adapt these
influences with their unique talents, and as
soon as they find something new and more
interesting, they immediately engage with
it.” The metaphor he wuses for this

contradictory quality of continuity and
receptiveness is the “cypress.” This tree,
like the pine, does not break from storms or
strong winds; it has the ability to bend.
When a fierce wind blows, it bends down
and touches the ground, and then, once the
storm calms, it rises upright again (Nelson
Frye, 2006: 19).

The efforts of Iranian society, including the
people and local leaders, to keep the Persian
language alive and to commemorate pre-
Islamic traditions and customs indicate that
a transformation in the cultural and value
system had not yet occurred. The values still
persisted within society, but there was no
institution of kingship to unify them and
transform them into a collective identity. In
such circumstances, and considering the
vacuum left by the absence of a monarchy,
it was highly probable that individuals like
Mardavij and other elites would be drawn to
the institution of Kkingship and other
elements of Iranian identity.

An examination of historical sources shows
that contemporary historians have not
specifically focused on the reign of
Mardavij, with the only detailed account in
this regard being “Muruj al-Dhahab wa
Ma’adin al-Jawhar” by Mas’udi. Other
contemporary sources, including general
and local histories, only provide brief
references to events during his reign. The
content found in later historical sources is
often repetitive of earlier accounts, merely
introducing Mardavij as the founder of the
Ziyarid dynasty. Among recent studies,
Mehrabadi has explored the events of
Mardavij’s era in “The History of the
Ziyarid Dynasty,” giving more attention to
his reign. However, none of the researchers
have delved deeply into the motivations
behind Mardavij’s actions or analyzed the
social conditions of that time.

After the arrival of Islam, Iranians, despite
embracing the new religion, continued to
preserve their cultural and identity heritage.
Many efforts were made to restore the
institution of kingship and Iranian identity.
With  the establishment of semi-
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independent local governments, Iranian
society gradually regained its political
independence, and Iranian identity emerged
as a distinguishing element in these
transformations.

Under the support of semi-independent
Iranian governments, epic and mythological
literature flourished, aiming to reconstruct
national identity and strengthen a sense of
nationalism  among  Iranians.  The
importance of the fourth century in the early
centuries following the arrival of Islam is
undeniable. Many researchers consider this
century to be the pinnacle of Iranian culture
and civilization after the advent of Islam. A
close examination of this period reveals a
tendency toward the restoration of Iranian
identity as one of its prominent features,
influencing all social and political aspects
of society. A significant portion of the
actions taken by individuals in the fourth
century, including political, cultural, and
social elites, can be explained through the
lens of a return to pre-Islamic Iranian
identity.

Mardavij’s actions are no exception to this
rule. Some of the policies he implemented
in the territories under his control were
explicitly inspired by pre-Islamic Iranian
civilization. The fact that he was one of the
first rulers to nurture the idea of opposing
the Abbasid caliphate, and that he intended
to take military action against the caliphate
through his campaign in Khuzestan in the

year 323 AH and the expulsion of the
caliph’s agents can be explained through
the prevailing spirit of the society at that
time, which was focused on the restoration
of Iranian identity.

The analysis of Mardavij’s actions revealed
that these actions were not merely political
maneuvers; rather, they can be seen as a
reflection of a broader social desire to
reclaim and reinforce a distinct Iranian
identity amidst the prevailing cultural
changes. Furthermore, the lack of a
cohesive monarchy, combined with the
persistence of Iranian cultural values,
created a foundation for the elite to
increasingly emphasize these values,
ultimately contributing to the revival of
Iranian identity in a transformed political
and social landscape.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: Iran has had numerous capitals in history; hence, this land is unique and
Research Article even somewhat exceptional among different regions of the world in terms

of the number of different capitals throughout history. Therefore, Iran is

QR(?;Z/I(\)/%g unparalleled in this regard compared to other nations. The problem
P ado_lressed in this article is how Iran |s_d|fferent from countrlgs such as
2024/10/02 China, India, France, Russia, Egypt, Syria, Yemen, Mesopotamia, Arabia,
op: the Roman Empire and Greece. All these countries have had at most one
17-32 or two capitals in history. However, Iran has had various capitals in

history. Although Iran enjoys a long history of civilization, the question is
Keywords: why it does not have one or two capitals or huge cities like other countries.
History; As we glance at the history of Iran, we face a great number of capitals, and
Capital; each dynasty has chosen a capital or even several cities over time and this
City; territory with multiplicity has faced a variety of capitals. Thus, Iran seems
IE:Zr?aSty; to be unique in this respect. In an attempt to tackle this issue, the researcher

in the present study delves into the reason underlying this multiplicity of
capitals.
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Extended Abstract

Throughout history, many capitals have
been  established  throughout Iran.
Therefore, this country is unique among
different regions of the world in terms of the
number of different capitals throughout
history. The main issue of this article is why
Iran is different from regions such as China,
India, France, England, Russia, Egypt,
Syria, Mesopotamia, Saudi Arabia, Yemen,
and Roman lands, etc., that had at most one
or two central cities and capitals. Why
didn't Iran enjoy a capital and a central city
during its ups and downs history? With a
brief look at the history of Iran, it is clearly
seen that there is no central city or a stable
capital and each dynasty has chosen a
capital or several cities as its capital.
Results and discussion

It can be said that the above topic has not
been discussed in this form and method to
date. Perhaps it is the first time that such an
issue is discussed with this view. There are
many regions in the world where a kind of
comparison of the name of a city with a
specific land is repeated. Since time
immemorial, regions have been linked with
a type of human culture with specific
characteristics as a geographical, cultural,
historical unit, etc., with the centrality of
one or two cities. The lands of China, India,
Mesopotamia, Greece, Yemen, Syria,
Egypt, France, England, Russia, Arabia,
Rome, Greece, etc. are examples of this
connection of a region with a specific city.
Since ancient times, Iran has also enjoyed a
kind of continuity and territorial solidarity
like the famous regions. However, unlike
the mentioned regions, its territory and
geography are not connected with one or
two cities or a specific historical capital,
rather, from time to time, at different
historical times, various cities have played
such a role. For example, in China: Beijing,
India: Delhi, in Mesopotamia: Baghdad or
Babylon, Deryonan: Athens, Aden or
Sanaa, in Syria: Damascus, in Egypt: Cairo
or Alexandria, in France: Paris, in England:
London, in Russia: Moscow, in Arabia:
Mecca and Medina, in Byzantium Rome:

Constantinople, have often or always been
the capital or at least the center of the same
land for a long period of time, and even now
they are mostly the same. Now, the main
issue is that Iran, as a geographical territory
with  ancient cultural and social
characteristics, has lacked one or two
central cities as a relatively stable capital
throughout history. This article tries to
examine this issue, "Why one territory and
S0 many capitals"?!:

From the point of view of the presence or
absence of a central city or a fixed capital,
Iran is unique and somewhat exceptional
among the regions of the world. In Iran,
unlike the famous regions of the world,
from time to time one or even several cities
were chosen as the capital. An interesting
point is that sometimes a dynasty has
chosen several cities as its capital at
different stages. From this point of view,
Iran has been faced with a kind of
multiplicity of capitals and multiple capital
selections throughout history, in such a way
that it can be said with certainty that most
of the major cities of Iran have been the
capital for more or less time, and there are
few famous cities in Iran that have not been
the capital for a while. Why and how were
all these capitals chosen? Why were there
S0 many capitals in Iran? From the ancient
era to the modern era, various cities such as
Shush, Hamedan, Ghazna, Istakhar, Mero,
Neishabur,  Zaranj, Herat, Tabriz,
Maragheh, Ahvaz, Isfahan, Kerman, Ray,
Soltanieh, Shiraz and... more or less were
chosen as the capital, that is, each of these
cities was the capital at some point. There is
no such density of capital in any region of
the world. Therefore, Iran is an exception.
Of course, this is not without reasons, so
there are several reasons for choosing so
many capitals, which are mentioned below.
Simultaneously, the work does not purport
to be exhaustive. It is acknowledged that
certain factors may remain obscured from
the author’s perspective.

The emergence of multiple capitals on the
Iranian Plateau is a complex interplay of
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geographical and historical factors. To gain
a comprehensive understanding of this
phenomenon, it is essential to prioritize the
examination of geographical influences.
Undoubtedly, geography and its related
matters, as a living and life-giving habitat,
have had a deep and lasting impact on the
multifaceted life of man and his civilization.
On the one hand, since ancient times, the
influence of the geographical environment
on human life has always been the focus of
philosophers such as Aristotle, Ptolemy,
Masoudi, Ibn Khaldoun, Montesquieu,
Ratzel, etc. The results of the research
indicate that geographical factors with all

their signs and manifestations have had a
decisive effect on choosing the capital.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: In the first centuries of Islam, Iran witnessed extensive changes in the
Research Article religious realm, because in addition to the conversion of Iranians to Islam,

many sects, including Islamic and eclectic ones appeared and in order to

?ggz;gggl gain political power and attract more followers, they competed with each
s other. Since Tagiyya was one of the influential factors in these
2024/10/27 developments, this paper studies the role of Tagiyya in the religious
pp: developments of Iran in the first centuries of Islam by using the
33-44 descriptive-analytical-deductive method. Research findings show that the

religious developments of Iran in the era were largely influenced by
Keywords: Tagiyya. The followers of most sects and religions such as Zoroastrians,
Tagiyya (precautionary  Khurramites, Sepid-Jamegan (white garments), Imamiyyah Shia, Ismailis,
dissimulation); Sunnis and some sub-sects of Zaidis and Kharijites forcibly made Tagjiyya,
Islam; but some sects such as Zandigs, some sub-sects of Kharijites as Azarigah

Religious developments;
Religious sects;
Iran.

and Zaidis were anti-Taqgiyya. Therefore, they were easily at the mercy of
pursuit and torture and vanished more rapidly. Appealing to tagiyya had a
double effect because some sects protected themselves from threats by
being under the umbrella of tagiyya, but gradually, tagiyya made them
forget their identity and gradually accept the dominant religion. The matter
played an important role in the decline of Zoroastrianism, Khurramites,
Sepid-Jamegan, and some Islamic sects such as Hanbalis.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the first Islamic centuries, many sects
appeared and interacted or confronted with
each other in different ways. Each sect tried
to promote its beliefs and protect itself
against rival sects by attracting more
adherents. Taqiyya (precautionary
dissimulation) played an important role in
these conflicts and competitions and is
considered one of the influential factors in
the relations of sects and their survival and
decline.

Material & Methods

Having used a descriptive-analytical-
inferential method, this research is going to
investigate the role of tagiyya in the
religious developments of Iran in the first
Islamic centuries and to answer this
fundamental  question:  which  sects
benefited from taqiyya and what factors led
to the promotion of tagiyya? In addition, it
tries to examine the problems that the sects
in favor of Taqgiyya, in comparing with sects
against it, faced and which had more
opportunities.

Results and discussion

The findings of this research show that
tagiyya should be studied from two
different views. First, as a social action to
protect oneself from dangers and threats.
Second, as a religious command expressed
in the Quran and religious teachings.
Tagiyya as a human action was used by
many sects and social groups, and from the
very beginning of introducing Islam in Iran,
Tagiyya became one of the tools of
Zoroastrians who did not want to accept
Islam. This issue is the most important
reason for the lack of sufficient information
about the process of expanding Islam in Iran
because the Zoroastrians' appealing to
tagiyya caused their conversion to Islam to
take a gradual process and have little
reflection in the sources. Eclectic sects, or
more precisely, Sepid-Jamegan (white
garments) and Khurramites, also benefited
from tagiyya and after the suppression of
Muganeh and Babak Khurramdin, they

continued to exist in some mountainous and
remote areas for several centuries and were
safe from pressure. The Imamiyyah Shias
are more famous than others for using
tagiyya, and the opponents of Shiism turned
this issue into a tool for denigrating Shias.
Certainly, the Shias benefited from tagiyya
and, unlike other sects, they considered
resorting to tagiyya as a religious order and
did not conceal it. This approach, along
with other factors, is one of the reasons for
the survival of Imamiyyah Shiism in Iran.
Zaidis, who presented the uprising against
the Umayyads and Abbasids as their most
important goal, considered resorting to
tagiyya distasteful, but the evidence shows
that even this revolutionary sect turns to
tagiyya when they feel threatened. The
Ismailis, who had a long history of conflict
with the Sunnis, did not clearly comment on
tagiyya. However, the reports of the sources
show that whenever they were in danger,
they resorted to tagiyya under the name of
Imamiyyah Shiites to protect themselves
from a multitude of enemies and dangers.
The Kharijites did not have the same
approach towards tagiyya and while
Azarigah believed that tagiyya is not
permissible either in words or in action,
Najdat believed in tagiyya and Safriyyah
agreed with tagiyya in speech and not in
action. The use of words such as Dar al-
Tagiyya in contrast to Dar al-Kufr and Dar
al-Alaniyyah in the political and religious
literature of the Kharijites is another reason
to prove that some of them used Tagiyya
against their enemies. The Sunnis, who
were in the majority in most of the history
of Islam and Iran, and had political
authority, apparently did not feel the need
for Tagiyya and considered Tagiyya as an
example of hypocrisy and dishonesty. But
their superior political position and their
opposition to Tagiyya was not as turning
away from Tagiyya and sometimes they
used Tagiyya against their rivals who were
usually their co-religionists i.e. Sunnis. For
example, during the Seljuk period, the
Hanafis, who had the support of the Seljuk



35

Journal of Historical Findings, 1(2), Summer 2024

Turks, put pressure on the Hanbalis and
Shafiis and the Shafiis, who were supported
by Khaja Nizam al-Mulk and the Abbasid
caliphate, put the Hanafis and Hanbalis
under pressure. In the meantime, the
Hanbalis, who were in decline and had no
political supporters, were under pressure
from these two sects. Despite the
widespread prevalence of Tagiyya among
different sects, both Islamic and eclectic,
some sects' adherents were against Taqgiyya.
The Zendiq (heretics), who were generally
accused of following the religion of Mani
and Mazdak, avoided Tagiyya and in some
cases, they lost their lives because of their
insistence on their beliefs. The Sabaids also
had no desire for Tagiyya and expressed
their beliefs clearly.

In conclusion, it should be said that most of
the sects of the first Islamic centuries used
Tagiyya not as a religious order, but as a
social action to protect themselves from
rival sects. Therefore, Taqgiyya, overtly and
covertly, had an effect on the relations of
sects and their destiny, and although it
created immunity for some sects, in the long
run, it caused them to lose their identity and
their beliefs. This issue played an important
role in the decline of Zoroastrianism, the
eclectic sects of Khurramites, Sepid-
Jamegan, and Hanbalis.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it should be said that most of
the sects of the first Islamic centuries used
Tagiyya not as a religious order, but as a
social action to protect themselves from
rival sects. Therefore, Taqgiyya, overtly and
covertly, had an effect on the relations of
sects and their destiny, and although it
created immunity for some sects, in the long
run, it caused them to lose their identity and
beliefs. This issue played an important role
in the decline of Zoroastrianism, the
eclectic sects of Khurramites, Sepid-
Jamegan, and Hanbalis.
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The national identity of Iranians is a historical issue and there is a definite
agreement on this historical point that existing Iranians have always been
close to each other during their long history and have lived within certain
geographical boundaries that they have played a role in managing or
defending. The result of this shared and long history, despite some historical
differences, ruptures and interruptions, cultural-ethnic pluralism and
identity diversity has been nothing but social cohesion and integration.
Iranians have been a nation from their historical past until today, while none
of our country's neighbors today have had the experience of being a nation
like Iranians. The purpose of this article is to provide a sociological analysis
of the evolution of identity sources in Iranian society. First, to clarify the
concept of "identity" and "national identity", which are among the complex
and complicated concepts in the field of social sciences, the conceptual
space of these two categories is discussed and then the evolution of identity
sources in Iran in different periods of ancient Iran, and the formation of
Iranian identity is discussed to this day. The history of Iranian national
identity is divided into five distinct periods with their own sources and
elements, including Iran of the ancient period, Iran of the Islamic period,
Shiite Iran of the Safavid period, Iran of the Qajar period, and finally
contemporary Iran. Moreover, in each period, the elements of specific
national identity and the crises and ruptures that Iranian identity has
encountered are analyzed.
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Extended Abstract

The national identity of Iranians is a
historical issue and there is a definite
agreement on this historical point that
existing Iranians have always been close to
each other during their long history and
have lived within certain geographical
boundaries that they have played a role in
managing or defending. The result of this
shared and long history, despite some
historical ~ differences, ruptures and
interruptions, cultural-ethnic pluralism, and
identity diversity has been nothing but
social cohesion and integration. lranians
have been a nation from their historical past
until today, while none of our country's
neighbors today have had the experience of
being a nation like Iranians. The issue of
national unity, and preserving the security
and existence of the biological life of
Iranians has been a historical mission on the
shoulders of the people of Iran since the
distant historical past until now. Even in the
entire Middle East region, Iran has the
strongest foundations in building a nation,
and despite all the scattered ethnic,
linguistic, religious, and cultural identities,
as well as foreign threats and attacks, the
integrity of Iran continues throughout its
several thousand years of history.
Considering the importance of the issue of
national identity for the realization of social
cohesion and national integration, the main
problem of this research is to examine the
way of composition, compatibility and
coexistence of the identity-giving resources
of Iranians and the effect of the breaks and
interruptions created in this coexistence and
cohesion in different periods.

The purpose of this article is to provide an
analysis of the evolution of identity
resources in lIranian society from a
sociological-historical ~ perspective.  In
general, this research seeks to answer these
questions: 1) What are the identity-giving
and identity-creating sources of Iranian
society throughout history? 2) How is the
composition or integration of identity
sources of Iranian society in different
periods? 3) What was the process of order

and change of identity sources or in other
words the factors of identity and
discontinuity and disorganization in these
sources?

The methodological framework of the
method used in this research is the historical
analysis method, in which the researcher
systematically  refers to  historical
documents, historical analyses and research
conducted on the subject under study. Since
the topic under study is the evolution of
identity sources in different historical
periods, according to methodological
considerations, the how and why of identity
construction has been explained by using
historical documents.

Regardless of the definition of identity and
its conceptualization, there is no consensus
on the elements and components of Iran's
national identity; Some sources have
emphasized the components of land, race,
history, culture and religion and some have
emphasized geography, language and
religion. Most of the people who have
studied Iran's national identity and most of
the sources that were reviewed have
emphasized three elements of Iranianness,
Islam and the West. The historical path of
the national identity of Iranians has been
discussed so far.

In this article, the sources of the identity of
Iranians based on the element of land and
determining its geographical location with
the formation of the concept of "lranshahr"
was studied. By taking advantage of Iranian
commonalities: common culture, religion,
and language were established along with
the formalization of historical memories
and myths built from the Achaemenid and
Zoroastrian eras, and under the influence of
the arrival of Islam in Iran, the related
political and religious foundations of
Iranian identity continued under the name
of Islamic Iran. Nevertheless, several
elements of Iranian identity were shaken at
times or mixed with other cultures and
contributed to the continuity of Iranian
identity until the Safavid period. During the
Safavid era, with the establishment of the
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central government, the concept of Iran and
the Iranian identity, which had progressed
until this stage, was stabilized both
politically and religiously. In fact, in the
Safavid era, the political and religious
foundations of Iranian identity were
established. During this period, Shiism
became the official religion of Iran and the
Safavid kings called  themselves
descendants of Shia imams, so in addition
to emphasizing Islam and Shiism, the
Safavid kings boasted about the history and
myths of Iran and considered themselves
their heirs. Later on, the Iranian identity,
which had existed in this way until the new
era and the emergence of national identities,
was influenced by the intellectual, political
and social processes of modernity and
changed once again.

Iran's constitutional movement became a
turning point that brought Iran into a new
era. In this period, under the influence of
Western ideas and ideologies and the
process of modernization, the traditional
status of Iran and the religious basis of
Iranian identity that had continued until that
time collapsed in all dimensions. With the
establishment of Pahlavi and using the three
elements of secularism, pseudo-modernism
and archaic nationalism, a one-sided
solution to concerns about Iranian identity
was taken; In such a way that, based on that,
the foundation of Islam was removed from
the Iranian identity and the national identity
of Iran was defined and described solely on
the basis of Iranianness, which eventually
brought its own identity problems. The
result of the identity politics of the Pahlavi
period, which was a kind of unbridledness
in Iranian society, led to conflicts within the
society and between the social, political and
cultural forces of Iran. In response to this
situation, intellectuals and religious
scholars of Iran with new religious thoughts
presented Islam as a full-fledged ideology.
Finally, this caused religion to enter the
heart of society and the belief was formed
that religion is able to have an opinion in all
aspects of modern life and progress, and
even nationalism and creating a nation in its

positive sense does not conflict with
religion. They tried to create a storm with a
new interpretation of national identity by
relying on slogans against Westernization,
Islamism and returning to oneself, which
created the Islamic Revolution of 1357 and,
in this way, revived religious life.

After the Islamic revolution, another
identity discourse replaced the previous
discourses, which emphasized on Islam and
the religious dimension of Iranian identity
more. The impact of this discourse can be
seen in the framework of all post-revolution
institutions and the relationships between
individuals and their conversations. In the
first years of the Islamic revolution and the
decade that followed individual, intellectual
and social life was completely formed on
the basis of religion and religious identity,
and all ways to solve problems appeared
within the religious culture. Also, self-
salvation was seen as a negation of past
culture and Western culture. This move was
a natural reaction to a situation that was
trying to consider the imperial and ancient
pre-Islamic culture as the sole expression of
Iranian identity. Therefore, in recent
decades, under the influence of the
phenomenon of globalization, identity
formation and identification  faced
challenges; that is, the elements and
components of the identity became up-to-
date and momentary, and in addition to the
mentioned elements, other elements were
added every day, and in the end, none of the
parties could exclusively take over the
special work of identity creation and
identification, and now the identities do not
have much continuity and are fluid and
fragmented. Parts, elements  and
components of national identity are
emphasized or neglected in the short term.
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The power of the Tahirids in Khorasan, Baghdad and their harmonious
relations with the Abbasid caliphate caused Muhammad ibn Tahir to
receive control of the Khorasan government from the caliph after the battle
of Deir al-Aqul. During the two decades, the Tahirid struggled to revive
their government in Khorasan, but they did not have enough military
power. With the arrival of Hossein ibn Tahir in Nishapur, it became clear
that Khojastani only used the name of Tahirid to gain legitimacy and not
only did not join the forces of Tahirid, but even defeated them in several
battles. The weakening of Hussain ibn Tahir caused Muhammad ibn Tahir
to accept Rafi bin Harthama’s governing. Rafi ruled on behalf of the
Tahirid in Khorasan for several years, but with the change of the Caliph's
approach, he dropped the name of Muhammad ibn Tahir from the sermon.
The present study, with a descriptive and analytical approach, seeks to find
an answer to this question: What measures did the Tahirid take to restore
their power in Khorasan? The findings of the present research show that
the legitimacy of the Tahirid and the context of their relationship with the
Abbasid caliphs caused the extension of their rule in Khorasan, however,
the inefficiency of the members of the Tahirid, the power and
independence-seeking nature of the influential forces in Khorasan, and
their lack of union around Hussein ibn Taher, besides the caliph's
expedient policy with the Saffarid, which led to the approval of Amr,
caused the failure of the Tahirid in reviving their rule in Khorasan.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Despite the weakening of the power and
influence of the Tahirid in the Abbasid
caliphate system, due to the roots of their
social power in Khorasan and Baghdad and
their declaration of citizenship, the Abbasid
caliphs were happy to restore power from
them. So that after the battle of Deir al-
Aqul, Muhammad ibn Tahir received the
government of Khorasan from the caliph.
The Tahirid tried for two decades to restore
their power. However, these efforts did not
go anywhere due to the weakening of their
military power. This caused Tahirid
deputies in Khorasan to not pay much
attention to them and even to confront them.
The present research questions the political
efforts of the Tahirid to restore power in
Khorasan, the reason for their goals'
progress in stages and their ultimate failure.
In response to these questions, the
legitimacy of the Tahirid government and
the expedient approaches of the Abbasid
caliphs as components have been
considered influential. Historical research is
generally focused on the period of Tahirid
rule and not much attention has been paid to
the struggles after their fall. Some
researchers have briefly addressed this
period. Most of all, Akbari has briefly
discussed the efforts of Hossein ibn Taher,
Khajestani and Rafi ibn Harthama in the
book “History of the Tahirid Government:
from the beginning to the end”. In a separate
article, Hamo has examined the rule of Rafi
ibn Harthama. However, in his book and
article, this author has not paid much
attention to the role of the Abbasid caliphate
in the political situation of Khorasan and the
final failure of the Tahirid.

Material & Methods

The current research method is historical,
descriptive and analytical, and the data
collection method is done in library form.

Results and discussion

Muhammad ibn Tahir made the first efforts
to restore power. Although he had avoided
confronting Yaqub Laith Safari and even

refused to leave for Khorasan, he sent his
brother Hossein ibn Tahir there instead
(Tabari, 1375: 15/6648). On this basis,
Hossein ibn Tahir, on behalf of his brother,
made the first efforts to restore the power of
the Tahirid in Khorasan. He rushed to
Khorasan with small military and financial
power. The ruler of Isfahan initially
provided assistance to the Tahirid. At this
time, the Samani rulers, under the
leadership of Nasr ibn Ahmad, did not take
any action in cooperation with the Tahirid
to restore their power in Khorasan
(Esfahani, Beita: 210). In fact, they were
somehow preparing the ground for gaining
power in Khorasan. Despite the initial
efforts, the Tahirid were unable to capture
Nishapur. They were even badly defeated in
a war. With the establishment of friendly
relations between Amr Leith Safari and the
Abbasid Caliph, the situation of the Tahirid
became even more complicated. The caliph
took back the charter of the Khorasan
caliphate from the Tahirid and this
weakened the position of Hossein ibn
Taher. Therefore, the loss of military power
of the Tahirid, along with the strengthening
of the local rulers, had a very important
impact on their overall power. Khajestani,
who was one of the agents of the Tahirid in
Khorasan, played an important role in
weakening their power (Tabari,
1375:15/6468). In the last year of his rule,
Khojastani dropped Tahirid name from the
sermon. According to Tabari's narration, in
267 AH, Khojastani recited a sermon in his
own name and that of the Caliph, using the
name of Muhammad ibn Tahir (Tabari,
1375: 15/6546-6547).

However, his power did not last long and he
was Killed by his slaves in 268 AH (lbn
Athir, 12/1371: 214). With the death of
Khojastani, Rafi ibn Harthama was chosen
as a commander by the army and he read a
sermon under the name of Muhammad ibn
Tahir (Ibn Khaldoun, 1363: 2/513).

With the rise of the power of Amr Laith
Safari and the support of the caliph, Amr's
position against Tahirid viceroys increased.
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At this time, Rafi was also defeated by Abu
Talha Mansour (Beyhagi, 1361: 67) and
then handed over Nishapur to him after
defeating Amr (Tarikh Sistan, 1366: 241-
242). In 281 AH, Rafi gave a sermon in
Tabaristan and in 282 AH in Gorgan under
the name of Muhammad Bin Zayd (lbn
Athir, 293/18: 1371). With this action, the
last voice in favor of Tahirid in Khorasan
was silenced.

Conclusion

The restoration of Tahirid rule in Khorasan
was not successful. The political powers of
Khorasan and beyond the Nile, despite
taking advantage of the legitimacy of the
Tahirid, did not accompany Hossein ibn
Taher. Khajestani wanted to establish an
independent government and refused to be
under the influence of Hossein ibn Tahir,
and while giving a sermon in the name of
Muhammad ibn Tahir, he rushed to fight
with Tahirid forces. The Samanids were
also unhappy with the revival of the Tahirid
government and not only did they not help
them, but Ismail even fought with Husayn
ibn Tahir. On the other hand, the Abbasid
caliphate, by changing the approach,

approved Amr Laith Safari and gave him
the pledge of the Khorasan government.
This approach of the caliph was
synonymous  with  challenging  the
legitimacy of the Tahirid in Khorasan,
which caused the name of the Tahirid to be
dropped from the sermon by Khojastani. In
271 A.H., the Caliph gave the charter of
governing Khorasan to Muhammad ibn
Tahir, and he also appointed Rafi ibn
Harthama to govern Khorasan on his behalf,
and finally Rafi completely removed the
name of Tahirid from the sermon.
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Several researchers have investigated the Silk Road's status during the
Mongol Empire, each of which, in their own way, has occasionally
criticized prejudicially on the basis of their respective vantage points and
attitudes. Undoubtedly, a comparative and contrastive study of the
opinions of these researchers as well as their assessment employing
primary sources and historical evidence could be of paramount importance
in understanding the Silk Road's status during the Mongol era. One of the
eminent historians pursuing the Mongol era is René Egbal. An
examination of his approach to the status of the Silk Road in the Mongol
era as a topic which has not yet been argued upon can admittedly give rise
to a better identification of the Silk Road's prominence in this period.
Accordingly, not only does the current study compare and evaluate Egbal
's standpoints with new investigations regarding the Silk Road's status
during the Mongol Period, but it also critically analyzes his comments on
the status of the Silk Road network in this era. The research method
implemented in this study is based on review and comparison.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Abbas Eqgbal is one of the most prolific
Iranian researchers who has conducted
extensive studies on the Mongol era. Given
the diversity, antiquity, and influence of
his works, it seems essential to examine his
perspectives and the intellectual and
cultural paradigm that shaped his views.
Among these, his approach to Mongol
history, with an emphasis on the Silk Road
and its multifaceted aspects during that
period, can serve as a representative
example and a criterion for evaluation.
One of the contentious debates among
scholars of Mongol studies is the
assessment of the Mongol-era economy
and the perspectives surrounding it. The
primary question is whether the Mongol
rule overall facilitated economic prosperity
or disrupted the natural economic cycle,
leading to stagnation and decline. For
instance, some Western scholars have
notably  expressed satisfaction  with
Mongol history and governance, often
highlighting the Silk Road as a key factor
in the economic flourishing of the era. In
contrast, Russian (leftist) historians have
regarded Mongol history and governance
as synonymous with economic decay and
destruction. In light of this, the central
question arises: What was Abbas Eqgbal’s
perspective on the economic conditions of
the Mongol era, with a particular focus on
the Silk Road? Did his viewpoint align
with one of the aforementioned categories,
or did he possess an independent
perspective of his own?

Material & Methods

Given the nature of the subject, the
research methodology in this study will be
based on critique and analysis. Initially, the
historical and field events will be
examined based on existing realities and
with reliance on primary and scholarly
sources. Subsequently, the historical
perspective of Abbas Igbal, along with his
views and interpretations regarding the
Silk Road, will be analyzed in light of

these primary sources, as well as other
evidence and corroborative materials. In
this context, the accuracy of his research
on the Silk Road will be assessed and
evaluated  through critical analysis
supported by evidence. Ultimately, the key
focus will be to explore the reasoning
behind such an approach to the Silk Road
during the Mongol era.

Results and discussion

Since a historical period can only be
understood through the study of historical
sources and works, and considering that
the study of history has a unique
relationship with philosophy, it becomes
necessary to recognize and assess the
approaches and perspectives of historians.
With this in mind, many researchers have
been studying and investigating the Silk
Road during the Mongol period for
decades. A review of their work suggests
that each of these studies carries specific
thoughts and beliefs. In other words, each
of these researchers has examined a
particular aspect of the Silk Road during
this period. What does Abbas Igbal say
about the Silk Road during the Mongol
era? In what intellectual and historical
context are his statements made? What
were the historian’s motivations for
focusing on a particular topic within the
Mongol period? These questions can help
in better understanding the subject of
studies from this era. Despite some
scattered and superficial writings, no
research has yet been conducted on Abbas
Igbal’s approach and position regarding
the Silk Road during the Mongol and
Ilkhanid periods. Considering the above,
the need and importance of addressing the
approach and perspective of this historian,
who had a significant impact on the studies
of this period, is clear. This study critically
examines the nature and rationale behind
Abbas Igbal’s views on the Silk Road, with
an inquisitive approach. It falls within the
field of historical and critical thinking,
encompassing theories regarding European
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competition with the East and Islam.
Therefore, the general direction of this
research and its approaches are novel,
containing new and original insights,
grounded in a scholarly and meaningful
basis. The aim of this paper is to present
Abbas Igbal’s perspective and approach to
one of the most important communication
routes of human civilization in a specific
period. Thus, the main goal of this research
is to provide a deep and scholarly view of
the historian’s perspective on this vital
route during the Mongol period, free from
preconceived notions.

Conclusion

Unlike Abbas Igbal's view, the traditional
Silk Road during the Mongol domination
and under the Mongol khanates lacked
prosperity and flourishing. Its route, from
China to Syria, and its main and secondary
roads were destroyed as a result of the
Mongol invasions. All evidence indicates
the stagnation of this trade route. As a
result, the southern routes, which were
outside the Mongol-controlled territories,
experienced more prosperity, although it
should not be overstated. Overall, trade
along the Silk Road was minimal.
Moreover, travel along this route was
fraught with many difficulties. The
Mongol khanates primarily used the Silk
Road for military campaigns against each
other. In fact, earlier sources focused more
on military activities along the route. The

division of the conquered lands into four
major khanates led to many conflicts along
the Silk Road between Genghis Khan's
descendants, so much so that these
constant clashes affected the foreign
policies of the khanates. Therefore, this
situation called into question the political
stability and focus that Igbal emphasizes,
leading to widespread insecurity along the
Silk Road. In general, as the Mongol
period drew to a close, the intensity of
invasions and conflicts along the routes
increased. Typically, in addition to
external wars, each of these realms faced
numerous internal problems, so much so
that these crises and political instability left
no opportunity for a systematic trade plan
or the exploitation of the economic
potentials of the historic Silk Road.
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