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Humans are the central subject in history and have made history and
civilization. Although both humans and animals have the power of
imagination, the power of human imagination is armed with the power of
thinking, and a human is a creature whose talents and powers are perfected
only in collective life. The primary purpose of this research is to explain
and compare the definition of the human being from the viewpoint of
Western physicians of Islamic civilization. Other purposes include
investigating Greek philosophy's influence on Islamic civilization
physicians' viewpoints in their definition of human. In this study, the
documentary and library method has been used to examine books and
articles. Based on the findings of this study, physicians considered man to
be composed of body and soul and always believed in the influence and
connection of soul and body to each other. Physicians thought that the
rational soul is the critical distinguishable factor between animals and
humans as the chosen creatures of God. Physicians of Western Islamic
civilization, including Ibn Rushed, were more strongly influenced by
Aristotle.
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Extended Abstract

Since the subject of medical science is the
examination of human health and its
changes, the physician must first define his
definition of man in order to reach a correct
understanding of the physical and mental
diseases that affect him and then treat the
disease. The existence of different
paradigms in the healthcare field shows that
the way of looking at man and his different
dimensions of existence was not the same
among philosophers and physicians in all
periods and places. This difference in the
types of attitudes has led to different values
and norms of health and treatment in
various times and locations. Obviously, the
way of facing the disease and understanding
the concepts of health and disease,
especially in psychological fields, is closely
related to anthropology. In this article, an
attempt is made to express the principal
opinions in Greek philosophy regarding
man and then to summarize and generalize
the opinion of Eastern Islamic civilization
physicians about spirit and soul. This makes
it possible to understand the slight
differences between these attitudes to a
great extent. Then, in the central part of the
article, we will examine the opinions of
Western Islamic civilization physicians
about man from the aspect of reason, spirit
and soul, and analyze their opinion on this
matter and examine the extent of their
influence from ancient Greek philosophy.
In this research, the documentary and
library method has been used to study books
and articles. The basis of this article is based
on primary sources of data. The physicians
reviewed in this article are as follows: lbn
Hindu, Ibn Sina, Gorgani, Ibn Maynoon,
Ibn Rushd, Razi, etc.

Based on the findings of this study,
physicians considered man to be composed
of body and soul and always believed in the
influence and connection of soul and body
from each other. Physicians thought that the
rational soul is the critical distinguishable
factor between animals and humans as the
chosen creatures of God. Physicians of
Western Islamic civilization, including Ibn

Rushed, were more strongly influenced by
Aristotle. Most of the scholars of that era
defined a human being as a being who has
intellect and thought by (intellect) and is
superior to other beings due to his intellect
(Tbn Abi Usaybe, 1970: 22). Also, man is
formed from the combination of substance
and soul. The substance is human (body),
and the soul is considered (psych) (lbn
Maymoon, 2013: 45). Humans are the
central subject in history, and humans made
history and civilization. Although both
humans and animals have the power of
imagination, the power of human
imagination is armed with the power of
thinking, and humans are creatures whose
talents and powers are perfected only in
collective life.

Concerning the body, the Muslim
physicians of the Eastern Islamic
civilization followed Galen’s medicine,
which is based on the principle of the four
natures. However, they accepted the
opinions that were in favour of the Islamic
religion and either rejected or modified the
opinions that were against the Islamic
Sharia. In terms of soul and spirit,
physicians like Farabi, Ibn Sina, and Ibn
Hindu followed Masha’s wisdom. Although
Farabi included mystics' opinions in his
principles, Ibn Sina also followed Masha’s
wisdom. Still, he did not follow Avristotle in
defining the soul as complete and
distinguished perfection from the psyche.
Non-Muslim physicians simply translated
the opinions of the ancient Greek physician
and followed Galen’s medicine. It seems
that these translator physicians followed
Galen’s and Aristotle’s medicine regarding
soul and spirits, as Galen was a follower of
Hippocrates, Aristotle and Plato. Regarding
the body, the physicians of the Western
Islamic civilization, due to the geographical
location where they practised medicine,
were more inclined towards Western and
ancient Greek medical opinions. Just as in
the field of soul and spirit medicine, they
are more inclined towards Aristotle’s
philosophy.
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Extended Abstract

The most important theory of Western
sociologists, based on which Iranian
researchers are trying to explain the factors
of underdevelopment and backwardness of
Iranian society, is the theory of the Asian
mode of production, which was proposed as
a rival theory to the feudal mode of
production of the Soviet Iranologists for the
sociological explanation of Iran's history.
The theory of the feudal mode of production
periodized the history of Iran based on the
model of the unilinear development of
societies. However, the model of Asian
production analyzes and explains the
factors of the historical underdevelopment
of Iran in geographical and climatic factors
by rejecting the unilinear model of the
Soviet Iranologists. Katouzian is one of the
most capable theoreticians in the field of the
history of economic studies of Iran, who has
presented controversial and thought-
provoking theories about Iranian society.
His theories about the history and society of
Iran have many proponents in Iran. His
most important theory is the "theory of
Iranian tyranny", which he has explained in
a series of articles and books. With this
approach, some Iranian researchers wrote
many economic books and articles about
Iranian society. Therefore, so far, many
articles have been written by Iranian
researchers, especially from the post-
constitutional era, in the field of Iran's
progress and development and providing
solutions to overcome the current
backwardness. Despite their efforts, their
writings have shortcomings in terms of
form and content and need more detailed
investigations. In March 2015, a conference
entitled "Historical Sociology of Iran:
Review and Criticism of the Works of
Mohammad Ali Homa Katouzian" was
organized about the works and writings of
Katouzian by the Department of Sociology
of Tarbiat Modares University in Tehran.
Nineteen articles from experts about
politics, economy, society and culture from
the perspective of Katouzian were
presented at the conference. Another article

titled "Criticism and Evaluation of Dr.
Katouzian's ~ Approaches to  Iran's
Constitutional Revolution” 2016, published
by Alireza Molaei Tavani, evaluated the
views of Homa Katouzian about the
constitutional revolution. The current
research, titled "Obstacles to Iran's
Historical Underdevelopment from the
Perspective of Homa Katouzian" has been
investigated and historically explained. The
present study, with a historical approach,
after examining the content of Homa
Katouzian's historical writings, examines
the degree of conformity of this theory with
the historical reality of Iran. The research
method in the article was the descriptive
method and content-historical analysis in a
documentary manner; after collecting the
historical data, historical explanation and
analysis were done. One of the important
theories of Katouzian about the Iranian
society is the theory of "scarce and scattered
society (dry and isolated society)" which
contains the approaches and views of
Katouzian about the Iranian society.
Katouzian has used the mentioned theory as
an analytical and sociological model for the
socio-economic relations of Iran's structure.
In this topic, Katouzian has also explained
the theory of autocratic government. He
spoke of oil tyranny instead of a water-
scarce society during the Pahlavi period.
The concept of Kolangi society (short-term
society) is one of Katouzian's innovations
about Iranian society. He believes that in
such as society, there is no desire for long-
term investment, which is due to the lack of
physical and financial security and the lack
of laws in Iranian society. The theories that
Katouzian has presented about Iranian
tyranny are generalizable to all historical
periods of Iran and in many centuries, its
components and facts are almost clear.
However, the theory of Katouzian oil
tyranny includes the Pahlavi state.
Katouzian mentions the economic element
of oil as the pillar of Iran's economy in the
Pahlavi period, which was able to establish
its governmental system and bureaucracy
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on the basis of oil with the revenues it
earned through the sale of oil. By relying on
his economic power through the sale of oil
and the establishment of a bureaucratic
system under his control, Shah (king) was
able to crystallize the basis of authoritarian
rule in one person (called the Shah). Shah
was considered the decision-maker and
executor of the distribution of oil revenues
in the country, and with this, he made the
Iranian society dependent on him. The
findings of the research show that despite
the shortcomings in the content of the
historical writings of Mohammad Ali Homa
Katouzian and approaches to the causes and
factors of the historical underdevelopment
of Iran, the writings are important and
worthy of reflection. In the historical
writings, geographical factors, internal
tyranny and foreign colonialism in the
social formation of Iranian society are the
most important factors of historical
underdevelopment. The dominant aspect of
Katouzian's explanations was based on
these theories.

Katouzian is placed in the concept of Marx's
Asian mode of production, and he has used
a hybrid method (Marx's Asian mode of
production and Wittfogel's blue society) in
the sociological explanation and historical

transformations of Iran. The theories of
Iranian  tyranny, water-scarcity and
scattered society, and oil tyranny are among
the most important theories of Katouzian in
explaining Iranian society. The common
thread of Katouzian's interpretations is the
rejection of the unilinear model of the
Soviet  lIranologists  regarding  the
underdevelopment of Iran's history. The
rejection of this model means ignoring
concepts such as the slavery system and
feudal society in the history of Iran. It goes
without saying that a researcher like
Katouzian, with his hybrid approach, is also
influenced by Carl Wittfogel's theory of
hydraulic society, in addition to paying
attention to Marx's theory of the Asian
production method.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article type: The formation of the Emirate of Diriyah in the Arabian Peninsula and
Research Article challenging the Ottoman Caliphate for more than half a century is one of
) the most important and fascinating events in the contemporary history of
?52‘32/'(‘)’2?2:0 the Islamic and Arab world. Muhammad bin Ab al-Wahhab is the founder
) of the Salafi movement (Wahhabism) in the Arabian Peninsula. His

Accepted: . . . . .
2024/06/29 teachings played an important role in the formation of the Emirate of
op: Diriyah, or as they say, the Islamic Caliphate. This Islamic Emirate had four
24-34 emirs who were from the Al Saud family and from the famous tribe of
Mugrin (Bani Mugrin). They seriously threatened the existence of the
Keywords: Ottoman Caliphate, and they emerged from the city of Daraa, which was a
Ottoman Empire; hard-to-reach and strong city. They established their capital and led their
Emirate of Diriyah; expansionist attacks from there, ruled over the entire Arabian Peninsula for

Muhammad bin Abd al-  haif 3 century, invaded Ottoman possessions such as Shalem, Irag, and
\S’V?hfhf"b; destroyed Shiite shrines in the cities of Najaf and Karbala, as the slogan of
V\?ait:ébi the revival of tradition. Their goal was to revive the Sunnah of the Prophet
' and monotheism. They had inherited these thoughts and ways from Sheikh
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab. Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab declared
his call to fight polytheism and heresy and gathered many disciples around
him. His views on the beliefs of Muslims were more than extreme.
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab, by going to Diriyah and pledging
allegiance to the Saudi emir Diriyah, laid the groundwork for the
establishment of this emirate in line with the same slogan and entered into

a war and exhausting battles with the Ottoman caliphate.
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Extended Abstract

The Emirate of Diriyah, or the first Saudi state
(1446 AD-1115 AH), is a government that was
formed by the agreement between Amir
Muhammad bin Saud and Sheikh Muhammad
bin Abd al-Wahhab. This government took the
entire Arabian Peninsula under its control, and
its capital was the city of Diriyah in Najd near
Riyadh. This government had four emirs, and
when it reached its peak, it threatened Shamat
and Irag, which were Ottoman regions, and
even attacked Najaf and Karbala and destroyed
Shiite shrines and institutions. Muhammad bin
Abd al-Wahhab played an important role in the
formation of this government. He based his
da'wah on monotheism, worship, fighting
polytheism and disbelief, implementing the
divine law, and putting an end to heresy. He
swore allegiance to the emir of the city of
Diriyah Manbi to comply with the principles of
his da'wah (invitation), and his da‘'wah became
the foundation of this jihadi government, and by
attacking the surrounding cities and tribes, they
announced the uprising of their government.
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab's invitation
and the subsequent formation of the Saudi
government centred on Diriyah in the lands that
were subject to the Ottoman Caliphate, as well
as his invitation to return to early Islam, were in
ideological and political conflict with the
institution of the Ottoman Caliphate. The
Ottoman Caliphate realized the danger of the
Saudi government by expanding its borders and
invading Irag and the threat of Syria and asked
its governors in Irag and Syria to confront and
destroy that new-born and jihadist government,
but the governors of Irag and Syria were unable
to confront this government until the Ottoman
sultan Selim I11 was forced to ask for help from
Muhammad Ali Pasha, the ruler of Egypt, and
entrusted him with the removal of the Diriyah
government. Muhammad Ali Pasha chose his
son Tusun to command the war against the
government of Diriyah, and the war broke out
between them and continued until Tusun died
during the war. His mission was assigned to
Muhammad Ali Pasha's eldest son Ibrahim
Pasha. lbrahim Pasha conquered Diriyah in
1888 AD/1234H during a tough war and siege
of Diriyah and sent its last emir, Abdullah bin
Saud, to Astana, one of the Ottoman cities, and
executed him there. With the execution of
Abdullah bin Saud, the first government was
also destroyed, and the Ottoman government

was able to impose its rule on the Arabian
Peninsula again.

Harford Jones' summary of the history of
Wahhabis only dealt with the invitation of
Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab and the formation
of the Wahhabi government and did not say
anything about the position of the Ottoman
government towards it.

The book of the departure of the Wahhabiyyah
Ali Caliphate of the Ottomans by Yasin Ali is
about the uprising of Muhammad bin Abd al-
Wahhab and the opinions of his contemporary
scholars regarding the call of Muhammad bin
Abd al-Wahhab.

The book is about the situation of Najd, such as
the emergence of Sheikh Muhammad bin Abd
al-Wahhab and its political, social, and
economic situation. It only examines the
situation in Najd, from which invitation
emerged.

Al-Othmaniyeon and Al Saud by Zakaria
Ghorshon (1745-1914) is a collection of
documents on the relations between the Saudi
family and the Ottoman government, which
generally deals with the position of the Ottoman
government regarding the invitation of
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab.

This research seeks to explain the position of
the Ottoman Caliphate regarding the formation
of the Diriyah state.

The rise of Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab and
his hard and extremist thoughts should be
considered related to the socio-political
situation of Najd, and of course the influence of
the environment of that region, his call and
slogan of returning to the tradition of the
predecessor or the original tradition from the
very beginning, in addition to the changes in the
religious dimension, later it also brought
politics. He had the dream of forming an Arab
Islamic caliphate by relying on the Sunnah, that
is, by relying on the temperament and character
of Hanbali jurisprudence, which can be
considered harsh and strict. For this reason,
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab along with his
followers killed anyone who opposed them
under the pretext of the Prophet's Sunnah or
polytheism, and this is the same issue that the
Saudi ruler in Diriyah understood and
welcomed him warmly to use Muhammad bin
Abd al-Wahhab to advance his goals and very
quickly they pledged allegiance to one another
and advanced his goals with the power of the
sword and conquest. Under the pretext of
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reforming and returning to the tradition of the
new state, the foundation of Diriyah also
considered its government as a caliphate. The
attack on the holy shrines and the destruction of
the court respected by the Shias took place
accordingly, which meant defiance and non-
acceptance of the Ottoman Caliphate. In
general, due to the distance of Najd from other
Ottoman regions and the lack of a strong central
government and other problems, the Ottomans,
in the beginning, did not understand the danger
of Diriyah and therefore, their initial actions
were not very strong and controlling, and once
the danger understood, the work was over, and
Dariyah was rapidly expanding and developing.
Finally, assigning the mission of destroying
Dariyah to Muhammad Ali Pasha, the powerful
governor of Egypt, was successful because
Egypt, under the rule of Muhammad Ali, had
more coherence and order than other Ottoman
states. Therefore, he was able to end the new
caliphate in Diriyah, but the idea of establishing

the Islamic Emirate remained, and finally, the
descendants of Al Saud, relying on the idea of
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab, ended the
Ottoman caliphate in the Arabian Peninsula by
forming the second and finally the third Saudi
government.
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Article type: The defeat of Darius Il by Alexander the Great was the first major
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s Achgememd Empire, HeIIen_lc culture also expanded. In this S|tyat|on, the
2024/07/13 Iranian government of Parthian descent emerged east of the Iranian plateau
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Extended Abstract

Ancient Iran was the period of the
emergence of fundamental ideas in defining
Iranian identity. The Achaemenid Empire
was a world empire that Iranians formed.
Despite the existence of an Iranian cultural
identity in the heart of this empire, different
aspects of the Achaemenid government
appeared with other ethnic groups, which
represented a wide geographical area with
different cultures. The defeat of the
Achaemenids by the Macedonians and the
subjugation of the foreigners was a turning
point in the cultural identity cohesion, in
which the Parthians played an important
role in its continuation. Sassanid Iranshahr
can be considered the result of this
evolutionary process.

The Achaemenians were the first
government to completely occupy the land
that is now called the Iranian Plateau. On
the other hand, the religion of
Zoroastrianism was popular in the east of
the Iranian plateau at a time that is not very
clear historically and is probably before the
Achaemenid period. The concept of "Arya",
which existed in both Achaemenid and
Zoroastrian domains, was a common
concept of Iranian descendants. There was
a cultural identity in the heart of the Persian
Empire, which created a sense of belonging
in the eyes of the Achaemenid kings, and its
geographical and political domain extended
from Persia and Media to the eastern lands
of the Iranian plateau.

The new period that emerged after the
defeat of the Achaemenids came under the
expansion of Hellenic culture, which can be
examined in the evolution of Iran's identity
and ideas. Darius IlI's defeat by Alexander
has usually been studied from the
perspective of orientalists and relying on
Greek sources, and less attention has been
paid to the reaction and attitude of the
cultural sphere for whom Darius wrote the
Biston inscription in the Iranian language.
The attempt of the Parthians to acquire the
territory of the Achaemenids is a historical
process that was a defining aspect of their
politics until the end of the Parthian rule.

With the conquests of Mihrdad | and then
Mihrdad [l, the Parthians captured an
important part of the lands in the
Achaemenid territory. These territorial
achievements established the Parthian
empire in the Iranian plateau, and the main
Iranian-inhabited parts, named after Pars in
the Nagsh-Rostam inscription in the tomb
of Darius, were protected by the Parthian
King.

In addition to conquering the lands
belonging to the Achaemenids, the
Parthians were trying to consider
themselves as the successors of the
Achaemenids and trace their ancestry to the
Achaemenid Ardashir Il. In addition, as the
Achaemenid "Emperor"”, Urud Il's invasion
of Asia Minor and Ardavan IlI's political
claim about Achaemenid heritage can be
highlighted, which shows the efforts of the
Parthians to acquire the Achaemenid
heritage. ~ Therefore, the Parthians'
achievements in territorial expansion can be
seen as the relative revival of the
Achaemenid land, especially in its heart and
the Iranian-inhabited areas. The territory
was given the official name of Iranshahr by
Ardashir I in the 3rd century AD. After the
arrival of the Greeks, the cultural territory
of the Parthian period was pushed towards
internal  transformation and  greater
cohesion in order to preserve its values
against another culture (Greece and then
Rome). This internal development was
linked to the Parthian government, which
played an important role in this field. In the
Hellenistic period, the desire to return to the
Iranian government became the focal point
of cultural and religious circles. Two
thoughts and images were hidden in the
heart of Iranian religious literature, which
opposed the Hellenic rule. One is the
removal of non-Iranian rulers, and the other
is the rule of God-created kingdom.
Despite the attractiveness of Greek culture
in the Parthian cultural realm, the most
important cultural factors of Parthians can
be placed under Iranianism. The Iranian
cultural realm  became increasingly
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important with the emergence of the Iranian
government of the Parthians, who were
from the Scythians and the Parthians, two
other Iranian groups. With Rome becoming
a great empire during the Parthian period,
Greek culture was gradually reflected in the
power of the Roman Empire. And the
political power of the Greeks began to
decline. The peak period of the Parthian
Empire was a time of confrontation with the
Roman Empire. This confrontation between
the two empires in politics also brought a
cultural conflict between them. Among the
Romans, the feeling of difference and
opposition was expanded from political to
cultural fields. The most important
manifestation of this situation should be
seen in the period of Augustus. The period
of Augustus was a period when Rome made
an extensive effort to establish its identity.
The Roman government needed a common
enemy for internal integration: the
Parthians. The Romans turned to the past to
define  themselves and  attributed
themselves to Greece in this confrontation.
With time, the Parthians, after claiming the
succession of the Achaemenids against the
Seleucids, made this claim against the
Romans in a broader level.

With this evidence, it is possible to define
the prominence of some important elements
of Iranian culture in the ancient period in

contrast to the Greek and Roman identity.
In this confrontation, on both sides, the
distinction from "the other" was the basis of
this matter. By examining the evidence that
was stated, it can be noted that the idea of
Iranshahr belonged to the Kayanians
Dynasty. This idea entered a new era during
the Achaemenid Empire. The
Achaemenians attributed themselves to the
Iranian cultural circle but did not
necessarily call the land of their empire by
the name of Iran. With the first political
defeat of the Iranians against the Greeks, the
Parthians accelerated the process of
becoming Iranian, and this movement led to
the creation of a geographical and territorial
idea based on the identity of Iranian culture,
which appeared in the Sassanid period and
was called Iranshahr,
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Extended Abstract

Historians of the Seljuk and llkhanid eras,
from various social and geographical
origins and with a variety of perspectives,
were interested in recording the relations of
the people in power and presented a
historical judgment about them. The
changes in the ministry in these two eras
have also interested historians. The
frequency of the concept of ministry in the
intellectual system of Seljuk and Ilkhanid
historians is one of the important factors in
recognizing the importance of this
institution in their historical perspective.
Historians of this era saw consultation in
general and the institution of the ministry in
particular as a way to solve the problems
facing the Seljuk and llkhanid rulers.

The ministry is one of the long-lasting
political and administrative institutions in
the history of Iran, whose longevity can be
traced to the ethnic myths of Iran. Seljuk
and Ilkhanid historians present clear
historical judgments about ministers. They
have made a noticeable change in the
direction of recordings of the role of
ministers and have enjoyed a minister-
centred discourse in the analysis of events.
The differences and similarities between the
Seljuk and the Ilkhanid eras in the structure
of governments, political thoughts,
challenges of the time, etc., have provided
the context for a comparative study between
the approach of the historians of these two
periods.

The historians of Seljuk and Ilkhanid had a
significant tendency towards the role of the
ministry in the administration of affairs
with a moderate tone, and they gave the
minister superiority over other pillars of
power in a tangible way. This superiority
was up to the point where the name and
emblem of the monarchy disappeared in
some cases. The minister was all that the
king needed, and without the planning of
the ministry, the king would be empty of the
king's equipment, he would become a toy in
the hands of nobles, and there would be no
trace of his strength and majesty.

The main question of this article is, which
traits and characteristics did Seljuk and
Ilkhanid historians see as necessary in the
owners of the ministry, and what character
and method did they emphasize in
providing a practical model for competent
ministers? It seems that, from a historical
perspective, they considered a combination
of skills, rationality and wisdom, as well as
personal and family moral qualities, to be
the main and most necessary conditions for
an ideal minister.

The current research method is descriptive-
analytical based on library sources, and
what the author was looking for is the
analysis of the ruling perspective on the
selection, judging and authoring of
historical narratives about the equipment
and conditions of the ministry in the Seljuk
and Ilkhanid eras.

An important part of the historiography of
the Seljuk and Ilkhanid eras is devoted to
the competence of the ministers. The
ministry was very important in the model of
property and ideal ownership of the
intellectuals of the era. Historians, who
were mostly from among people in the court
(Diwan), paid attention to the behavior of
the ministers with great keenness and
narrated their actions with different motives
and in different ways. The important point
in this regard is that everything that
historians expected from their full-fledged
ministers was not expressed in the form of
examples, and theoretical discussions about
the conditions and manners of this position
are also mentioned. There are many
differences and commonalities between this
part of the historiography of the Seljuk and
Ilkhanid eras.

The data available in the Seljuk and
Ilkhanid  historiographies indicate a
conscious effort by historians to give
importance to the position of the ministry in
the power structure and highlight their role
in the developments. The emergence of new
elements in historiography and the change
in the approach of historians caused them to
consider the role of ministers as equal to the
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king in their analysis of the causes of events
and lessened the agency of kings more than
what has been seen in Iranian
historiography after Islam.

In this regard, what is emphasized as the
means and ethics of the ministry or the
character of the ministry among the
historians of this period can be divided into
several general cases. "Morality"”, "skill",
"wisdom”, and "authenticity" can be
considered the main characteristics that
Seljuk and Ilkhanid historians consider
necessary for ministers, and they consider
the benefit of these components to dominate
the important affairs of the ministry. Seljuk
and llkhanid historians, depending on
which social class they came from, which
geographical region they belonged to, what
insight, methods and knowledge they

possessed, and finally, depending on what
influenced their historical thought, strongly
or weakly emphasized some of these
characteristics.
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The concentration and continuation of the military and economic power of
the aristocracy in the feudal system in England was influenced by
ownership and inheritance, which was different from the ownership and
inheritance in the lranian governments of the first centuries of Islam, which
caused dispersion. Although the feudal system created different
mechanisms of ownership, in the end, the rule of seniority in inheritance
was accepted. This system continued based on land ownership and the
mutual relationship between lord and vassal and strengthened the economic
and military bases of the feudal lords. However, in Iran during the early
Islamic centuries, due to the existence of inheritance rules, assets were
generally divided among the survivors of the deceased, and the children of
the new nobility quickly became small owners without power and
accumulated wealth. The current research aims to investigate the effect of
ownership and inheritance in weakening Iranian rulers and nobles in the
early Islamic centuries and compares it with ownership and inheritance in
England. Therefore, the article’s approach is comparative-adaptive and of
the general comparison type. The current research is based on these
questions: What was the difference between ownership and inheritance in
the structure of the government system of England in the feudal period and
Iran in the early Islamic centuries, and what consequences did they cause?
The research findings show that feudalism and the rule of seniority
perpetuated the aristocracy that challenged and limited the king's power.
But in Iran, the rule of inheritance turned the nobles into small owners who
could not face the rulers' unbridled power.
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Extended Abstract

The principles and rules related to
ownership and inheritance among human
societies were written in different forms in
the past ages. The need to determine the size
of assets created various methods in matters
related to inheritance, as in different
societies, various forms were formed
regarding the distribution of possessions
among heirs. In England during the feudal
period, despite the formation and
development of various approaches in
ownership and inheritance, the rule of
seniority was finally accepted, and the
property of the deceased was transferred to
the next generation without being divided.
Nevertheless, in Iran during the early
Islamic centuries, it was customary to
divide the inheritance among the heirs, and
the restrictions and rules of inheritance were
based on determining a certain part of the
assets for each of the survivors of the
deceased. Thus, compared to the feudal
system of England, where the rules of
inheritance  mainly  strengthened the
mechanism of wealth and power, during the
early Islamic centuries in Iran, the lands and
properties of the nobles were divided
among the children. Therefore, the
comparative study of feudal England and
Iran in the first centuries of Islam, relying
on the influence of ownership and
inheritance in government, is the main
problem of this research.

In this research, which is written on a
descriptive-analytical basis, the
comparative-adaptive method has been
used to investigate the subject. Data is
collected in a library manner and
simultaneous reference to historical sources
and existing research works. Based on this,
the rules of ownership and inheritance in
feudal England and Iran in the early Islamic
centuries have been investigated with a
comparative approach, relying on their
effects on the governments. In this regard,
in the discussion of ownership and
inheritance in the period of feudalism, the
writings of researchers such as Ganshef,
Stephenson and Strayer, and the works of

Perry Anderson and Mark Bloch, have been
used. Moreover, in order to examine the
governments of the first centuries of Islam
and the effects that the rules had on
inheritance and ownership, besides using
sources such as the Tajavob-Al-Omam, the
famous work of Ibn Moskavayh and the
complete history of lbn Athir, studies by
Witt Fogel and Lambton, about Ownership
and inheritance in some eastern lands, have
also been used.

In this research, the findings show that in
feudal England, the rule of seniority led to
the consolidation of assets over many
generations. This led to an increase in the
wealth and power of the landowner nobles,
who imposed their will on the central
government by limiting the power of the
king. Also, in this research, it was shown
that during the early Islamic periods in Iran,
the continuation of the rule of inheritance
prevented the accumulation of wealth
among the social strata during the following
generations. In this way, the nobles turned
into small owners who often did not find a
way to control the great power of the ruler
and limit the central government.
Feudalism in England progressed to the
point where the rule of seniority in
inheritance gained general acceptance.
According to this rule, upon the death of a
feudal lord, the ownership of his property
was given to one of his children, who was
usually the eldest son, thus preventing the
division of property. With the passage of
time and the consolidation of the
foundations of feudalism, in case of the
union of property owners, whom a large
segment of the English society was also
dependent on them by working on the land,
the king was mostly unable to deal with
them. Finally, the famous Magna Carta
decree was issued, in which forming a
council in England was specified, and the
king had to make decisions only based on
the opinion of its members. It was in this
situation that the king's supervisory council
provided the basis for the formation of the
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House of Representatives, and thus, the
king's powers were officially limited.

In Iran of the early Islamic centuries, all the
possessions of a person after death were
considered as his inheritance and had to be
divided among his heirs according to a
certain pattern. In this way, the private
property of individuals and the accumulated
possessions were separated and divided
according to the laws of inheritance during
the transfer to the next generation. The
continuation of this pattern led to the
dispersion of wealth and created a
disjointed group of small owners who did
not have the ability to face the power of the
rulers. On the other hand, the heirs of the
ruling system also broke the succession of
governance somewhere and under the
influence of the rules related to inheritance,

they provided the ground for the
fragmentation of the government.
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