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The port of Bushehr was one of the important centers of international trade
in the 13th century AH/19th century AD, which formed the basis for
political and commercial relations between Qajar-era Iran and the major
European companies in the Persian Gulf region. The presence of European
governments in the Persian Gulf resulted in increased commercial
activities and the establishment of trading houses and consulates in
Bushehr. The concentration of their commercial activities in this port and
the presence of other local and non-local merchants in this city led to the
creation of demographic diversity in Bushehr, which played an important
role in changing the commercial fabric of the city and, consequently, the
physical space of Bushehr. This research aims to explain, using a historical
approach along with descriptive and analytical methods, how the merchant
class was formed and how the commercial fabric of Bushehr port
developed. This growth led to changes in the social and cultural landscape
of the city's physical structure and architecture. The research findings
indicate that the growth of Bushehr's commercial fabric and the significant
presence of foreigners in the city fostered peaceful coexistence between
the residents of Bushehr and non-native merchants. This interaction not
only contributed to the city's economic growth but also facilitated
extensive social and cultural influences across various fields. Notably,
European art and architectural styles transformed the physical landscape
of the port, making it a platform for the introduction of these concepts in
Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Bushehr's geographical location in southern
Iran has made the city a focal point for
rulers throughout Iranian history, especially
during the Zand and Qajar periods.
Increasing political and commercial
relations between Iran and the European
powers, coupled  with  significant
international developments in the 19th
century (13th century AH), led to intense
competition between European countries
for a presence in the Persian Gulf for
political and commercial advantages in the
region. The establishment of these
delegations in the port of Bushehr, the most
important center of Iranian trade during the
Qajar era, and the establishment of trading
houses and companies in the city led to
changes in the commercial and physical
structure of Bushehr.

The widespread migration and settlement of
domestic and foreign merchants in Bushehr
not only boosted the port's trade but also
played an important role in shaping the
commercial-urban fabric of Bushehr and
the adoption of modern architectural styles.
The atmosphere prevailing in this port,
which resulted from its geographical
location and connection to the sea,
encouraged the development of the local
population's talents and prepared them for
establishing international relations.
Moreover, under the influence of the open
global environment created by the presence
of different ethnicities and nationalities in
Bushehr, this factor led to significant
changes and transformations in the
commercial and urban structure of Bushehr
and turned the port into a major commercial
centre. To examine the commercial fabric
of Bushehr, it is essential to consider the
circumstances surrounding its formation,
which followed the discovery of sea routes
and the arrival of Europeans in the Persian
Gulf.  This significant international
development led to an increased European
presence in the region, prompting
diplomatic relations with the Iranian court

to exert influence.  Consequently,
Europeans established themselves in the
northern hinterlands of the Persian Gulf,
including the port of Bushehr. This marked
the beginning of Bushehr's trade prosperity
and attracted merchants of various lIranian
and non-Iranian nationalities to the port. As
trade volume increased, Bushehr evolved
into a major center of commerce in the
Persian Gulf and an important hub for
global trade.

Material & Methods

The author extracted research data from
library resources wusing a historical
approach, then analyzed the data with a
descriptive-analytical method. Finally, the
author explained and interpreted the
findings based on temporal sequence and
symmetry.

Results and discussion

The commercial significance of Bushehr
during the Zand dynasty grew due to its
connections with European powers, and this
port played a vital role in Iran's trade
relations until the rise of the Qajars. During
the Qajar period, the Persian Gulf and its
hinterland attracted increased attention
from European powers, becoming a crucial
communication route and a major
commercial, cultural, and political center
for Iran on the international stage. During
this period, the social fabric of Bushehr
included not only the native population and
Muslim Iranian merchants but also
Armenian, Zoroastrian, and Jewish
merchants. This diversity played a
significant role in the region's political and
economic developments and greatly
influenced Bushehr's social and cultural
environment. As a result, modern centers
and  institutions  were  established,
contributing to the formation of the city's
contemporary urban structure.

The establishment of consulates and
political and commercial representations of
European countries in Bushehr significantly
influenced the city's urban development in
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a Western style and facilitated the transfer
of cultural themes, particularly European
architecture, to Iran. This presence also
boosted trade and contributed to the growth
of the commercial sector. Additionally, the
ongoing interactions  between local
residents and Iranian merchants in Bushehr
with European inhabitants fostered the
exchange of cultural and civilizational
ideas. As a result, Bushehr became a
gateway for imported goods from Europe,
transforming the architectural landscape
and decorations of buildings, which in turn
contributed to the evolution of Iranian
architectural thought. In addition to the
facilities and buildings constructed for
European residents, houses for Iranian
merchants were built, inspired by European
architectural styles and blending traditional
and modern elements. This fusion played a
crucial role in the evolution of architectural
thought in the region and facilitated the
introduction of European architectural
styles in Bushehr.

Conclusion

Due to its favorable geographical location
and significant commercial position
acquired during the Qajar period, Bushehr
emerged as one of the most important
commercial hubs in Iran and the world. The
establishment of political and commercial
missions from European countries and other
nationalities, along with the construction of
consulates and trading houses, transformed

Bushehr's old district and led to the creation
of a new commercial area in the city,
significantly impacting its urban structure.
Additionally, the presence of Iranian and
European merchants in Bushehr influenced
not only its economic and political
landscape but also its social and cultural
environment.  The  construction  of
consulates and trading houses in Bushehr,
designed in Western architectural styles by
the British and other countries, facilitated
the introduction of European architectural
concepts to Iran. This influence is evident in
the homes of Iranian merchants, which were
built with splendor and beauty, reflecting
Western architectural styles. Thus, it can be
said that during the Qajar era, Bushehr not
only experienced a transformation of its
commercial and urban fabric but also served
as a key route for the transfer of Western
cultural themes to Iran.
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