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Thought emerges from heterogeneous cultural, social, and political
elements within human society. This intellectual activity does not remain
confined to the mind but manifests in behavior and concrete action.
Theological and jurisprudential ideas are products of this very kind of
synthesis, as they not only involve theoretical and mental processes but,
through norm-setting rulings oriented toward reality, provide the grounds
for social practice. Accordingly, the genealogical formation of the
religious thought of Mir Hamid Husain Hindi was rooted in the temporal
and spatial conditions of his lived experience. His intellectual concern was
a reaction to the movement of religious reform and the call for a return to
ancestral tradition among Sunni scholars of the Indian subcontinent-what
was commonly termed "purification from superstitions.” In response, Mir
Hamid Husain, while preserving the doctrinal heritage of his Shi‘a co-
religionists, made extensive efforts-both intellectually and practically-to
dismantle the arguments posed by critics, particularly in the domain of
Imamate. Adopting a Shi‘a approach, he not only addressed objections
from non-Shi‘a circles but also aimed to promote his distinct religious
beliefs across the region. Simultaneously, he sought to structure a
framework of resistance against external forces such as British colonial
dominance, as well as internal elements like sectarian diversity and inter-
religious plurality. This study, using a descriptive-analytical method,
seeks to explicate the genealogical and epistemological dimensions of Mir
Hamid Husain’s thought and examine his role in responding to the project
of reforming and reconstructing Islamic thought among Indian Muslims.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Understanding historical thought is not
limited to the traditional, totalizing
perspective but can also be approached
through a non-linear framework based on
genealogical methodology and discursive
components. Systems of thought do not
emerge in a vacuum; in this regard, historical
phenomena, like signs, can be traced in
connection with other contextual signs.
Historical narratives contain signifying
elements that have developed in connection
with contextual signs. The formation of
narrative (theological) knowledge is shaped
by the contextual conditions and exigencies
of the period in which it emerged, as well as
by the diverse political, social, and cultural
currents of the time. The generative factors
of such phenomena can be traced in
metalinguistic components  within  the
historical mode of existence, including
religious fanaticism, psychological elements
such as attachment to individual and social
ideals, affiliation with social institutions like
religion and particular religious sects, and
geographical determinants. The political and
social transformations in the 13th and 14th
centuries AH in the Indian subcontinent
reflect the concerns, problems, and
existential issues of human beings in that
Islamic era, which can be understood
through the philosophical framework of
existentialism. In this perspective, the human
being, as the knowing subject, occupies the
central position in understanding and
thought, and by drawing on the elements of
individuality, choice, freedom, and
responsibility, which constitute the core of
personal existence, a distinct intellectual
current was formed. Accordingly, religious
and sectarian groups, drawing on their lived
experience and selecting specific traditional
teachings and inherited doctrines, placed
trust and confidence in them, emphasized the
superiority and transcendence of their own
religion, and sought to depict rival creeds as
superstitious and lacking sacred value. In the
midst of political transformations and the

growing influence of British colonial power,
some individuals, influenced by that context,
adopted the value system and intellectual
framework of Western knowledge, began to
criticize  their own tradition, and
subsequently undertook a reexamination of
their religious creed. At the outset, mere
adherence to and acceptance of a particular
religion or sect gradually weakened the
followers’ sense of fairness and neutrality
toward the beliefs of others, rendering those
beliefs as alien and illegitimate. They
invested their theoretical and practical
commitment in portraying those alternative
doctrines as baseless. The assumption of
exclusive truth for oneself and one’s
institutional or tribal affiliates, along with
the denial of legitimacy to others, created a
foundation for both intellectual and practical
forms of violence. On this basis, acts of
violence against the Shi‘a tradition have
historically taken two forms over time:
ideological confrontation and physical
action carried out by other Islamic sects. In
the course of intellectual conflict, numerous
works were continuously written attacking
Shi‘ism, and in response, Shi‘a scholars
authored refutations to defend the
foundations of their faith. The violent
atmosphere of the eleventh century AH was
intensified under the rule of the Ottoman
Sultan Murad IV (1032-1049 AH),
particularly ~ following the  Ottoman
occupation of Iraq during the Safavid era.
This escalation was fueled by a fatwa of
takfir against the Shi‘a and the legitimization
of their killing and bloodshed, issued by the
Hanafi jurist Nuh Afandi (d. 1070 AH), who
supported the Ottoman monarch. Within this
context, the work Abagat al-Anwar by Mir
Hamid Husain Hindi (1246-1306 AH)
stands out as a prominent refutation written
in Persian against Tuhfa Ithna Ashariyya
(Nasihat al-Mu'minin  wa Fadihat al-
Shayatin), authored by Shah Abdul Aziz
Dehlavi (1159-1239 AH), known as "Siraj
al-Hind," one of the prominent Salafi
scholars of India. This exchange reflects the
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sectarian and polemical environment of that
period. Furthermore, it should be added that
theoretically, studies on the thought and
scholarly work of Mir Hamid Hussain have
been conducted from multiple perspectives.
However, most studies from an
epistemological standpoint are based on the
Shiite belief that praises the knowledge of
the author of the book “Abgaat” while
criticizing the author of “Tuhfat al-Ithna
Ashariyyah”, who, due to a misinterpretation
of Shiite teachings, turned towards them.
The writing in the form of a book entitled
"Mir Hamid Hussain" by Mohammad Reza
Hakimi (1362 SH) dealt with the life,
scientific lifestyle, and works of Mir Hamid
Hussain. The text "Re-reading the Scientific
Life of Allameh Sayyed Mir Hamid Hussain,
Al-Durar al-Saniyyah fi al-Makatib wal-
Mansha’at al-‘Arabiyyah" by Sayyed Javad
Mousavi (1389 SH) addressed the scientific
and practical life aspects of Mir Hamid
Hussain. The article Methodology of Book
Criticism by Allameh Mir Hamid Hussain
Hindi in Abgaat al-Anwar and the
Bibliography of Abgaat al-Anwar by
Ya‘qubi (1394 SH) discusses the method
used in the book Abgaat al-Anwar. It
explains that the book, in proving and
identifying fabricated narrations as a rebuttal
to the claims of Shah Abd al-Aziz and other
opponents, employs a detailed examination
of the isnad (chain of transmission) and
dalalah (implications) of hadith.

Material & Methods

The present study, using a genealogical
approach and discursive components, seeks
to examine the epistemological foundations
of Mir Hamid Husain and his role in
responding to the ideas of reforming and
reconstructing Islamic thought among
Indian Muslims.

Results and discussion
The religious thought of Mir Hamid Husain
Hindi was shaped by his lived temporal and

spatial context and emerged as a response to
the Sunni reformist movement in the Indian
subcontinent, which emphasized a return to
ancestral tradition and the so-called
elimination ~ of  superstitions.  While
preserving the doctrinal heritage of his Shi‘a
community, he actively engaged in
intellectual and practical efforts to counter
challenges to the doctrine of Imamate.

Conclusion

Human thought reflects specific lived
contexts. The genealogical structure of Mir
Hamid Husain’s thought developed in
reaction to the intellectual activism of
Salafism and similar currents with historical
roots. His mental engagement was shaped
by both synchronic and diachronic elements
in the Indian subcontinent—ranging from
the historical spread of Islam, religious
diversity, and Islamic governance to the
modern threats of colonial domination and
religious reform movements. These factors
influenced his abstract and theological
responses. Like other forms of thought,
religious ideas are historically and socially
conditioned. Thus, Mir Hamid Husain’s
theological and hadith-based thought
emerged and evolved in response to the
intellectual challenges of his time. This
intellectual influence was not a passive
reaction, but rather an active response to the
actions of those who cast doubt on and
denied the continuity of Shia thought.
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