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Expansion of economic and political relations between Reza Shah’s
government and Germany during the Nazi era (1934—-1941) was one of the
key issues in the foreign policy of the Pahlavi regime. With the rise of the
Nazi Party in Germany, the country’s liberation from the adverse
consequences of World War | and the weakening of the obligations
imposed by the Treaty of Versailles were perceived to be contingent upon
emphasizing the expansion of Germany’s geopolitical influence in
strategically significant regions of the world. In this context, economic and
political relations between Iran and Nazi Germany increased progressively
during this period. Numerous studies have thus far been conducted on the
causes of this convergence; however, these studies have rarely addressed
the geopolitical imperatives of this convergence arising from the interplay
of geo-economic and geo-cultural factors, as well as the strategic
considerations related to the geostrategic positioning of Iran and Nazi
Germany about one another. This study seeks to examine the causes of the
convergence between Reza Shah’s regime and Nazi Germany within the
framework of classical geopolitics, relying on historical documentation
and the presentation of deductive arguments. The study's findings indicate
that one of the reasons for this convergence was rooted in Germany’s geo-
economic interests in securing access to raw materials for its industries
and consumer markets beyond Europe. Iran, in turn, utilized this
convergence to escape its geostrategic position as a buffer zone between
the British and Soviet empires. Moreover, to reinforce this convergence,
emphasis on shared cultural elements between Iran and Germany,
particularly their perceived common Aryan heritage, was transformed into
a geo-cultural construct and actively promoted by both governments.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Expansion of economic and political
relations between Reza Shah’s government
and Germany during the Nazi era (1934—
1941) was one of the key issues in the
foreign policy of the first Pahlavi
government. With the rise of the Nazi Party
in Germany, the country’s liberation from
the adverse consequences of World War |
and the weakening of the obligations
imposed by the Treaty of Versailles were
perceived to be contingent upon
emphasizing the expansion of Germany’s
geopolitical influence in strategically
significant regions of the world. In this
context, economic and political relations
between Iran and Nazi Germany increased
progressively during this period. This
occurred even though, in 1921, senior
British military officials and diplomats in
Tehran played a central role in bringing
Reza Shah to power. Nevertheless, the
interplay of Iran’s geopolitical factors
gradually created a context in which
Germany emerged as one of Iran’s key
European allies. Numerous studies have
thus far been conducted on the causes of this
convergence; however, these studies have
rarely  addressed the  geopolitical
imperatives of this convergence arising
from the interplay of geo-economic and
geo-cultural factors, as well as the strategic
considerations related to the geostrategic
positioning of Iran and Nazi Germany about
one another.

Material & Methods

This study seeks to examine the causes of
the convergence between Reza Shah’s
regime and Nazi Germany within the
framework of classical geopolitics, relying
on historical documentation and the
presentation of deductive arguments. In this
regard, the first step has been to elucidate
the concept of classical geopolitics.
Subsequently, by examining the convergent
policies of Reza Shah's government and
Nazi Germany, the geo-economic, geo-
strategic, and geo-cultural rationales are

analyzed underlying the formation of these
policies.

Results and discussion

One of the fundamental underpinnings of
geopolitical action by political actors and
governments is the pursuit of access to and
influence over transnational geographical
regions that can facilitate wealth generation
and provide pathways to economic
development. Within this framework, the
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, under the
1933 agreement, maintained exclusive
rights over the exploration, extraction, and
exploitation of Iran’s oil resources. A
strategic  convergence between Nazi
Germany and Iran, therefore, had the
potential to undermine the United
Kingdom’s energy security significantly.
Accordingly, the strategic convergence
between Nazi Germany and Iran enhanced
Hitler’s competitive capacity in balancing
and exerting influence over its European
rivals, particularly Britain and the Soviet
Union. On the other hand, the expansion of
German enterprises and their marketing
efforts necessitated access to new markets
capable of supporting Germany’s industrial
development, and Iran was among the
promising countries for the absorption of
German goods and services. With the
development of Germany’s geopolitical
strategy aimed at securing access to raw
materials and consumer markets—initiated
during the Wilhelmine era and expanded
under Nazism—Iran acquired a renewed
geopolitical significance. Through
alignment with Germany, Iran sought to
navigate a path out of its intermediary
position between the two imperial powers:
Britain and the Soviet Union. Reza Shah
Pahlavi believed that the political and
economic might of Nazi Germany, which
ostensibly opposed colonial arrangements,
offered a faint glimmer of hope for
liberation from Russian and British
interference. In this regard, Reza Shah
Pahlavi specifically attributed Germany’s
development and progress during the Nazi
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era, before the outbreak of World War 11, to
Hitler’s authoritarian leadership.
Identifying with the Nazi regime, he sought
to realize the conditions for Iran’s
development  without the  political
participation of social forces in governance.
Furthermore, the Nazi Party’s abolition of
the autonomy of states and autonomous
regions within Germany, the suppression of
press freedom, the emphasis on national
self-sufficiency, and the legitimization of
the concept of a pure Aryan race as the
superior race were interpreted as being
aligned with the nationalism articulated by
the Pahlavi government. German media and
press undertook extensive propaganda
emphasizing the shared Aryan racial
heritage of the two nations, culminating in
the affirmation of racial unity between Iran
and Germany by the late 1930s. In this
regard, when German Orientalists classified
Iranians as a branch of the Aryan race in
certain scholarly works, policymakers of
the Pahlavi regime received these
conclusions enthusiastically and
instrumentalized this notion as a
fundamental pillar in constructing a
narrative of ethnic affinity with Germany.

Conclusion

Findings of this study suggest that one of
the primary drivers of the convergence
between Reza Shah’s Iran and Nazi
Germany lay in Germany’s geo-economic
interests—specifically, its pursuit of access

to raw materials and consumer markets
beyond Europe. Germany’s unique
geographical position, situated among rival
great powers in Europe, necessitated the
development of a new geopolitical strategy
during the Nazi era. Iran, for its part,
leveraged this convergence as a means of
redefining its geostrategic role and escaping
its traditional status as a buffer zone
between the British and Soviet empires.
Consequently, between 1933 and 1941,
Germany emerged as Iran’s leading trade
partner, surpassing colonial powers such as
Britain and Russia. Furthermore, to
consolidate  this  alignment, both
governments actively promoted a geo-
cultural narrative emphasizing shared
cultural and ethnic elements—particularly
the notion of a common Aryan heritage—as
a means of reinforcing ideological and
political affinity.
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