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Consultative

This research aims to examine the reflection of women's issues in the laws
enacted by the parliament during the Reza Shah era, focusing on the records
of the National Consultative Assembly debates of the time. The study seeks
to answer the question of which issues related to girls' marriage and their
legal rights were discussed and legislated during the sixth to twelfth
legislative periods. Addressing this question can play a significant role in
uncovering overlooked aspects of parliamentary history and social
transformations in Iran's history. The key legislations in this research
include the "Marriage Law" and the "Civil Code," which were passed by
the National Consultative Assembly and became pivotal milestones in the
lives of Iranian women. The findings of this research indicate that these
laws laid the groundwork for subsequent laws and developments in
marriage. For girls, the minimum marriage age was set at 15, and for boys,
at 18. Marriages and divorces were required to be officially registered, and
men were mandated to present health certificates. However, due to apparent
shortcomings and loopholes, these laws were reviewed and revised in
subsequent parliamentary sessions. This article adopts a descriptive-
analytical method, relying primarily on the parliamentary debates, which
serve as the intellectual and discursive backdrop to the enactment of such
laws.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The legal status of women in Iran
underwent  significant  transformations
during the reign of Reza Shah (1925-1941).
This study examines the legal aspects of
marriage and divorce in this period,
focusing on the laws enacted by the
National Consultative Assembly (Majlis
Shura-ye  Melli) and their social
implications. The primary aim is to analyze
how legislative reforms affected women’s
rights, particularly regarding marriage age,
mandatory registration of marriages and
divorces, and legal responsibilities within
marital relationships.

Material & Methods

This research employs a descriptive-
analytical approach, utilizing historical
legal texts, parliamentary debate records,
and official legislative documents to
examine the evolution of marriage laws.
The study primarily relies on qualitative
content analysis, assessing how discussions
in the National Consultative Assembly
influenced the formation of new legal
frameworks. The research also examines
secondary sources, including historical
studies, legal commentaries, and
contemporary  newspaper articles, to
contextualize legislative changes.

Results and discussion

The study finds that the Marriage Law of
1931 (1310 SH) and subsequent amendments
played a crucial role in regulating marital
relations. The major outcomes include:
Minimum Age Requirement: The legal
minimum marriage age was set at 15 for girls
and 18 for boys, aiming to prevent child
marriages. However, religious and customary
practices often challenged this regulation.
Mandatory Registration of Marriages and
Divorces: The law required all marriages and
divorces to be registered in official
government offices, reducing the risk of
unrecorded unions and ensuring women’s
legal protection. Health  Certification
Requirement: Grooms were required to

present a health certificate before marriage to
prevent the spread of sexually transmitted
diseases, a significant concern in rural areas.
Challenges in Enforcement: Despite legal
advancements, implementation remained
inconsistent, particularly in rural regions
where traditional customs dominated marital
practices. Additionally, legal loopholes
allowed some individuals to bypass new
regulations. The study highlights the socio-
political motivations behind these reforms,
showing that they were not solely aimed at
improving women’s rights but also at
modernizing Iranian society under Reza
Shah’s broader state-building agenda. The
research also demonstrates how legal reforms
were influenced by the tensions between
modernization  policies and  religious
traditions.

Conclusion

The legislative changes introduced during
the Reza Shah era marked a turning point in
Iranian family law, laying the foundation
for future legal developments regarding
marriage and divorce. These reforms
partially improved women’s legal standing,
but social resistance and legal loopholes
limited their effectiveness. The study
suggests that while legislative measures
were progressive, long-term cultural shifts
were necessary for full implementation.
Future research should explore how these
legal changes influenced later family law
reforms in lIran, particularly during the
Pahlavi and post-revolutionary periods.
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