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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The main concern in this research is that it
was thought that with the Constitutional
Movement, Iran was on the “threshold” of
the greatest historical turning point to
overcome the “chronic historical pain of
tyranny,” but the political and social
conditions following the Constitutional
Revolution caused disorder and chaos in the
years 1285 to 1299 and the establishment of
the absolute government of Reza
Khani/Reza Shahi during the years 1304 to
1320. In other words, chaos and anarchy, as
well as the absolute government, were the
result and  consequence of  the
Constitutional Revolution; while both
chaos and anarchy and absolutism were the
opposite of the idea of constitutionalism
and the constitutional government. The
focus of the research is to answer the
question of what were the causes of the
suspension of constitutionalism and the
dominance of the state of exception in the
late Qajar period (1285 to 1299) and the
first Pahlavi era (1304 to 1320). In response
to the research question, the hypothesis was
put forward that in the years 1285-1320, the
simultaneous presence and intertwining of
the triad of ideas (the idea of an ideal king,
a tented/roofed worldview, the reproduction
of ancient tradition), institutions (rigged
elections, the overpowering of the court, an
interventionist and  supportive army,
monarchist and statist law enforcement
forces, the control of the judiciary, the
continuous weakening of the parliament
and, in a word, institutional insecurity) and
events (the shelling of the parliament, the
First World War, the Jungle Movement, the
street uprising, the amendment of the
constitution, the transfer of the monarchy)
suspended the constitutionalizing of
political power and dominated the
exception (the abolition of law and public
order and the enactment of new laws along
with unlimited authority and the complete
suspension of the existing order) over the

rule (the limitation and legalization of
political power).

There are many sources regarding the
Constitutional period to the early Pahlavi
period, and in general, all these works,
including books, articles, treatises,
memoirs, documents, etc.,, can be
categorized into three types: First, works
that include memoirs, journalistic
writings by  witnesses  of  the
Constitutional era and Reza Shah, and the
writings of contemporaries of that era,
which, as historical sources, all contain
information for researchers to analyze and
construct theoretical concepts. Among
these  memoirs, biographies, and
newspaper articles, we can mention the
biography of Man Mostofi, memoirs and
dangers of Hedayat, memoirs of Sadr al-
Ashraf, memoirs of Golshaian, memoirs
of Taghizadeh, memoirs of Ehtesham al-
Saltaneh, memoirs of Morukh al-Dawla
Sepehr, political memoirs of Amin al-
Dawla, memoirs of Moshar al-Dawla,
memoirs of Etemad al-Saltaneh,
newspaper memoirs of Ayn al-Saltaneh,
memoirs of Ardalan, memoirs of lronside,
memoirs of Amir Ahmadi, memoirs of
Hojjati, Ezam Qudsi, Sharif Kashani,
Nazim al-Islam Kermani, Majdal-Islam
Kermani, Bahar, Dolatabadi, Malekzadeh,
Kasravi, Mohit Mafi, and others which
lack a specific and coherent theoretical
framework. The second category includes
the remaining documents from that era,
which can be referred to as parliamentary
negotiations, documents of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and archival sources.
Historical documents are the silent and
eloquent vessels of history; they speak for
themselves. The most important of these
documents include the Orange Book, the
Blue Book, the New Constitutionalist
Papers, the Constitutionalist Letters, and
Spring Rice's private letters. Other
documents from this period include
newspapers and magazines: Majles
Newspaper,  Sur-e-Sarafil, Musavat,
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Chernuparan, Habel-ol-Matin, Kaveh
Magazine, Iranshahr Magazine,
Farangistan Letter Magazine, and others.
The third category consists of works that
analyze the Constitutionalist Revolution
and Reza Khan's rise to power from
various angles. Within the works of the
third category, we can mention authors
such as Abrahamian, Furan, Kodi,
Katouzian, Adami, Afari, Ajoudani,
Kamali, Vahdat, Bashirieh, Haeri,
Farmanfarmaian, Cronin, El-Hayed,
Ghani, Abadian, Akbari, Shahabi, and
Martin, etc. In the present study, an
attempt was made to re-examine, within a
constructed theoretical framework (state
of exception) and using the conceptual
constructs of suspension and exception,
the grounds for the non-constitutionality
of the structure of the state and
government in the political history of
contemporary Iran. The most important
distinguishing feature of the present study
is that an attempt has been made to re-
examine the grounds for the non-
constitutionalization of the state and
government structure in the contemporary
political history of Iran within a
constructed theoretical framework (the
state of exception) and by utilizing the
conceptual constructs of suspension and
exception.

Methodology

This research is fundamental research in
terms of its purpose and nature, and
qualitative in terms of its method. One of
the important methods in qualitative
research is the historical explanation
method. The historical analysis method,
especially its narrative type, emphasizes
the contextuality, temporality, and process
of events. This method presents a specific
causal mechanism that connects the
various parts of the story and through
which the chain of events is connected
from cause to effect. Causal processes are
constructs based on our epistemological
system, because the narrative structure
(meanings) based on theory is imposed on

historical events to make them
understandable and meaningful. In this
way, reality is understood in the light of a
narrative that is a construct of our
epistemological system.

Results and discussion
Events that created the context for the
suspension of the constitutional order and
the rule of the state of exception are:
1-a) Internal events that caused suspension:
e Internal  disputes  between the
government and the parliament
e Suspension of the constitutional order
with the first coup against the
parliament and its bombing
e Political factions, intolerance, terrorism
e Chaos and the formation of separatist
movements
1-b) External events that caused
suspension:
e Competition and interventions of the
great powers
e Russian ultimatum
e First World War
e 1919 Treaty
In this respect, the Constitutional
Revolution is the first movement to
establish a legal and limited state based on
new institutions to fulfill the demands of the
forces and social classes affected by the
developments of the second half of the 19th
century in lIranian society, and its most
important achievement was the emergence
of institutions that promised to change the
traditional power structure. One of the most
important implications of the formation of
modern institutions in any country is the
formation of a theoretical issue or semantic
system and its accompanying ideas and
intellectuals. In other words, no modern
institution or phenomenon will exist
without an element of thought in the true
sense, and in the background of every
modern institution, there must be an idea
commensurate with that semantic system.
In contemporary Iran, neither constitutional
institutions nor ideas commensurate with
that semantic system could be formed. This
situation in the Iranian political sphere is
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true both in the period of chaos and in the
absolutist period.

Conclusion

In terms of institutionalism, it should be
said that the main reason for the suspension
of constitutionalism can be seen in the
unpreparedness of the institutional and
intellectual foundations of Iranian society
and its inability to accept new institutions
such as parliament, parties, law, etc.
Therefore, the ineffectiveness  of
institutions was facilitated due to the
nascent nature of the subject matter and the
lack of a concrete definition of the
constitutional discourse, as well as the lack
of a concrete formation of the constitutional
discourse within it.

Therefore, the conflicting needs of the
domestic and international environments,
the intertwining of ideological,
institutional, and event factors, caused
Iranians to demand order and justice with
their fists.
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