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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The political, social, economic, and cultural
inefficiency of the Qajar government in
Iran, with the increase in internal tyranny
and oppression of the people and the
increasing hegemonic influence of foreign
powers - especially England and Russia -
sparked a wave of dissatisfaction among
groups from different strata against the
Qajar tyrannical monarchy (Ajdani, 2008:
38 - 39). So, if we accept that the first and
most important task of any political system
is to ensure public welfare and national
interests, and then to ensure internal and
external security, and finally to maintain the
political independence of the country, it
must be said that the Qajar rulers were
extremely inefficient in all these three
aspects. Poverty and misery, political and
administrative corruption, internal
insecurity and  external  aggression,
oppression and tyranny, had reached a level
at the threshold of the movement that made
society in need of a fundamental
transformation (Memar, 2007: 201). The
image of Iran during this period can be
described as follows:

1- European capitalists, especially British
and Tsarist Russian capitalists, are
competing fiercely to colonize Iran or at
least gain new privileges from it. In this
competition, each has found rations in the
ruling class for their own benefit, and on the
one hand, they are inciting the people's
unconscious rebellions against foreign
privileges, and on the other hand, they have
introduced the people to new tactics to
exploit Iran's resources. 2- The old classes
have been torn apart and the new classes
have been shaken severely. The merchants
and landowners, who are at the head of the
middle class and businessmen, are in favor
of order and centralization in order to
protect their interests, which cannot exist in
the existing feudal system, and they are
fighting against the influence of foreigners
to take over the country's economic affairs.
3. Finally, as a result of the new technique,

the competition of European capitalists and
the influence of bourgeois thinking, new
tendencies and ideas that did not exist
before and could not exist, such as freedom
(i.e. freedom of trade), egalitarianism (i.e.
equality with the nobility and gentry in legal
privileges and the use of those privileges),
centralization (i.e. obedience to a central
government and creating security to
facilitate trade), patriotism (i.e.
confrontation of domestic trade with
foreign capitalism) and finally support for
the revolution (i.e. taking the government
from the hands of feudal lords in favor of
domestic capitalism), develop and gain
influence (Momeni, 1973: 63-64).

However, some relative and gradual
awareness that arose among groups of
Iranians about the progress of Western
societies led to the awakening of anti-
authoritarian tendencies of the Iranian
people and the spread of progressive and
modernist thought in Iran (Ajdani, 2008:
38-39). Therefore, the question of the secret
of the West's progress and its domination
over the East, which had captivated the
minds of a number of Iranian thinkers for
decades, also revolved around political,
civil, and epistemological conditions. This
means that Iranian thinkers mainly
considered the secret of the progress and
domination of the West to be law-centered,
democracy, freedom, equality, justice, and
the cultivation of knowledge, and
conversely, they sought the decline of the
East in tyranny, lawlessness, and ignorance
(Talibov; 1947: 104). Therefore, many
people in Iranian society, who were fed up
with the oppression and tyranny of the
Qajar government despots, wanted to
establish justice in society. In the meantime,
and in such circumstances, the most
important mission of the intellectual was to
inform and awaken society. In fact, "lranian
intellectuals from the nineteenth century
onwards considered their mission to be
‘awakening' the people.” The discourse that
dominated the field of "awakening” the
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people was a critique of Iran's social and
political disorders and an emphasis on
European values and beliefs (Morad Haseli,
2014: 78). In general, the fundamental axis
of the treatises, both inside and outside the
country, was centered around the following
issues: Criticism of the chaotic political,
intellectual, social and economic conditions
in Iran, the plan for political and economic
reforms implemented in the West,
comparison of the current situation in Iran
and the roots and severity of its
backwardness with European countries, and
presentation of a solution for Iran’s
progress and reform program (Qargazloo,
2007: 70-71). Finally, the efforts of Iranian
intellectuals and their various movements in
the Constitutional Revolution bore fruit and
they were able, alongside social groups, to
overthrow the authoritarian political system
and introduce a new plan (Morad Haseli,
2014: 78). However, the Constitutional
Revolution, as a revolutionary movement,
wanted to disrupt the balance of power and
the nature of Iranian society (Fouran, 2013:
295). Whereas, until the main obstacles to
freedom of thought were removed, Iranian
society would not be able to provide a space
for the emergence of original and thought-
provoking ideas. For this reason, social and
philosophical thought did not have the
opportunity to flourish within the culture
and context of Iranian civilization. Political
“thoughts” were freed; they were justified
and took on a native form, but “thinking”
and contemplation were not freed. As a
result, Iranian intellectuals did not get the
historical opportunity to think
philosophically and socially about their
issues. The result of this historical situation
was that when an opportunity arose, Iranian
intellectuals, hastily and rapidly falling into
the trap of imported and new Western
ideologies, would sit down to contemplate
in search of a way to save Iran. They did not
continuously reflect from within their own
culture. Therefore, they were faced with
fundamental contradictions in behavior and
speech and in the field of action and thought
(Ajoudani, 2007: 141-142). It was in this

political and cultural context that Mirza
Abdolrahim Talibov Tabrizi turned to the
political beliefs of modernity and founded
his political thoughts on the basis of
liberalist ideas and socialism in a break with
traditional political thought (Haqgdar, 2018:
131). This issue is important because, on the
one hand, Talibov, under the influence of
Western  liberal ideas, emphasizes
individual freedoms, civil rights, and the
rule of law, and on the other hand,
observing  social  inequalities  and
widespread poverty in Iranian society, tends
toward socialist ideas. This issue helps us to
examine the possible conflicts and
coexistences between the two intellectual
currents of liberalism and socialism in this
personality. Therefore, in this article, an
attempt has been made to refer to his works
and to examine the scattered thoughts of
Mirza Abdolrahim Talibov in detail, in
order to provide a detailed understanding of
these concepts and their most important
components, considering the political,
social, and economic conditions of Iran
during the constitutional period.

This research attempts to answer the
following questions:

- How is Talibov's emphasis on individual
freedoms, social rights, the rule of law, and
limiting the power of the state (liberalist
ideas) reflected in his works?

- How is Talibov's criticism of social
inequalities, poverty, and injustice (socialist
ideas) reflected in his works?

- Were Talibov's liberal and socialist ideas
in conflict with each other, or could they
somehow coexist?

Material & Methods

The research method in this article is
descriptive and analytical, and the data
collection is documentary and library.

Results and discussion

Talibov Tabrizi's political and
philosophical ideas reflect his efforts to
create a just and free society in which
individual and social rights are maintained
in a balanced and harmonious manner.
Considering the specific social and political
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conditions of Iran during the constitutional
era, he faced the challenges of tyranny and
inequality and played a key role in the
formation and promotion of liberal and
socialist ideas. As a supporter of individual
freedoms, he emphasized the importance of
human rights and social freedoms and
believed that tyranny and autocratic
governments hinder the progress of society
and that individual and social freedoms and
the rule of law should be respected.

Conclusion

Therefore, his stance in a way reflects the
principles of liberalism, which emphasizes
individual freedom, natural rights, and
reliance on rationality. In addition,
observing the lack of tangible change in the
situation of the disadvantaged classes and
the persistence of social inequalities and
poverty, he also tended towards important
aspects of socialism. A review of Talibov's
works shows that by emphasizing the
concept of "collective good" and social
justice, he sought to create a kind of
coexistence between these two ideas. In
other words, he accepted individual
freedoms and civil rights as fundamental
principles, but at the same time, he believed
that the state should strive to ensure and
reduce social inequalities. Talibov believed
that individual freedoms and social justice
are necessary and indispensable to each
other, and one cannot be sacrificed for the
other. Therefore, individual freedoms are
the necessary prerequisite for progress, and
without them, social justice will not be
achieved. In other words, Talibov believed
in individual freedoms, but he did not
consider this freedom unlimited like
classical liberals. He believed that freedom
should be accompanied by responsibility
and should not lead to any harm to society.
He also believed in the role of the state in
regulating the market and preventing
economic abuses. In fact, he believed that
social justice is the guarantee of freedom
and without it, freedom for all will not be
achieved  equally.  Because  social
inequalities limit individual freedoms for

the deprived classes. These preconditions in
his works state that the specific social and
political conditions of Iran during the
constitutional era, such as the fight against
tyranny and the dominance of feudalism,
had a significant impact on the formation
and development of Talibov's liberal and
socialist thoughts. Moreover, Talibov's
socialist approach in his economic analyses,
especially on economic and social
inequalities, has led to a kind of criticism of
the feudal system and the exploitation of
workers and peasants. That is, he was able
to combine liberal ideas such as individual
freedoms, the rule of law, and human rights
with issues related to social justice and the
economic fate of workers and the weaker
classes of society. This combination was in
favor of advancing the social and political
demands of Iranian society during the
constitutional period. Talebov believed that
Western models, whether liberal or
socialist, could not be fully implemented in
Iranian society. In fact, he paid attention to
the specific conditions of Iran, its culture
and history, and its social and economic
structure and sought a way that would be
compatible with these conditions. That is,
on the one hand, he criticized the
inequalities and injustices resulting from
liberal capitalism, and on the other hand, he
opposed radical socialist approaches that
could lead to instability and disruption in
society. Therefore, Talebov cannot be
completely limited within the framework of
one of these two (liberalism or socialism).
Therefore, he was more concerned with
practical and applied results than with pure
ideologies. In other words, he was more
interested in practical solutions to Iran’s
problems and was willing to use any idea
that was useful for this purpose, even if
these ideas contradicted each other. In fact,
Talibov, with insight and effort, attempted
to provide a correct understanding of these
concepts. He knew that mere imitation of
Western models (whether liberal or
socialist) could not be useful for Iran, and
for this reason, he sought to reduce the
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contradiction between these two ideologies
by combining them and emphasizing their
human and moral aspects. He believed that
these two values not only do not contradict
each other, but complement each other.
This integrated approach can be seen in
several works, including “The Book of
Ahmad” and “The Paths of the
Benefactors”.

In fact, he was looking for a "third way" that
neither fully imitated Western liberalism
nor was completely inclined towards
revolutionary socialism. He had concluded
that, given the political and social
conditions of Iran, gradual and peaceful
reforms were better than radical and violent
revolutions. Therefore, he was neither a
full-fledged liberal nor an absolute socialist,
but rather sought to respond to the tangible
issues of Iranian society; In the sense that
positive changes in society should be
achieved through awareness, education, and
legal reforms. Although he may have made
mistakes in some cases, it should be noted
that in an era when there is limited

experience in defining new concepts such
as freedom and law, the efforts of people
like Talibov are very valuable and worthy
of attention. Talibov's ideas had a great
impact on the constitutional movement and
political developments of that era, and he is
considered one of the key figures in this
field. These ideas ultimately led to profound
changes in the political and social structures
of Iran.
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