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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The coming to power of the Safavid
government is considered one of the most
important events in Iranian history. This
government is considered a distinctive
government in Iranian history due to some
characteristics. From the very beginning of
its formation, the Safavids had a military
nature besides their ideological nature, like
many similar governments. The Qizilbash,
as the military arm of the Safavids, has a
special presence in Iranian history. At times
in Safavid history, this powerful group
became a serious obstacle to the power of
the Safavid government and caused its
weakening, by resorting to tribal rivalries
and prioritizing tribal interests over the
interests of the government. Shah Abbas I,
early in his reign, sought to reduce the
power of the Qizilbash by creating another
military force consisting of slave forces,
which he succeeded to some extent. In fact,
Shah Abbas made extensive reforms in
various fields to strengthen the Safavid
government, and the military sector was one
of the most important parts of the Safavid
Empire, and Shah Abbas made reforms in
its structure. Some military positions such
as the gunnery officer, the artillery
commander, and so on were created for the
first time in Iranian history as a result of
these reforms of Shah Abbas. In addition to
creating new positions in the structure of the
Iranian army, Shah Abbas also revived
some older positions that had their roots in
Iranian history. The position of Sepahsalar,
whose history dates back to the pre-Islamic
era, was once again revived by Shah Abbas
| and replaced the position of Amir al-
Amrai. This action of Shah Abbas was
carried out with several motives and goals,
and this research attempts to answer the
guestions that exist in this field.

Material & Methods

The present research was carried out with
the aim of examining and explaining the
role and position of the Sepahsalar in the
military and administrative organization of

the Safavids. The research method in this
study is historical-analytical and the data
collection is done through the library
method. The research relies on primary
texts from the Safavid period.

Results and discussion

The coming to power of Shah Abbas I
(1038-996 AH) caused extensive changes in
the structure of the Safavid government
(1135-907 AH). Shah Abbas carried out
extensive reforms in various political,
economic, social, cultural, etc. areas so that
he became one of the most famous kings of
Iran. One of Shah Abbas's strategies for
consolidating the foundations of his power
was to reduce the power of the Qizilbash
forces and reform the Safavid military
organization. From these reforms of Shah
Abbas, some new military positions were
created, one of which was the position of
Sepahsalar. In fact, the history of this
position dates back to the pre-Islamic era,
and Shah Abbas somehow revived it. In the
Safavid  military  organization, the
Sepahsalar was responsible for
commanding all military forces, including
the Qizilbash, the Qollars, etc. Usually, this
position existed during the outbreak of war,
and at times when the Safavids were not
involved in a specific war, this position was
eliminated. Of course, this rule was not
always observed, and in some cases, the
Sepahsalar position existed even when the
country was not in a state of war.

Conclusion

The creation of the Sepahsalar position by
Shah Abbas | was aimed at reducing the
power of the Qizilbash, increasing the
Safavid Shah's dominance over the most
important military position, strengthening
the issue of legitimacy by reviving pre-
Islamic positions and titles, etc. This change
in the Safavid military structure led to
greater dominance of the Safavid Shah over
military affairs. However, the creation of
the Sepahsalar position caused an
imperceptible competition between the
Sepahsalar  and the Qorchibashi
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(commander of the Qizilbash), which could
have been a new problem in addition to the
already existing problems (the competition
between the Turks and the Tajiks). This
competition caused disruption in military
affairs, especially during the time of weaker
kings. This problem can be seen in the court
competitions during the time of Shah Sultan
Hussein which ultimately led to the fall of
the Safavids. The revival of the Sepahsalar
position by Shah Abbas I, while potentially
advantageous in certain respects, also
carried inherent risks and complexities,
making it difficult to definitively assess the
overall impact of this decision on his reign.
The Sepahsalar in the new military
organization that Shah Abbas designed did
not belong to any of the power groups, and
any of these groups could hold this position
regardless of their racial and ethnic status.
The most important task of the Sepahsalar

was to create empathy and unity among the
heterogeneous military forces of the
Safavids in times of war. Of course, as
mentioned, the unifying or divisive function
of the Sepahsalar was more affected by the
degree of control of the Safavid king over
his affairs and authority.
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