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Several researchers have investigated the Silk Road's status during the
Mongol Empire, each of which, in their own way, has occasionally
criticized prejudicially on the basis of their respective vantage points and
attitudes. Undoubtedly, a comparative and contrastive study of the
opinions of these researchers as well as their assessment employing
primary sources and historical evidence could be of paramount importance
in understanding the Silk Road's status during the Mongol era. One of the
eminent historians pursuing the Mongol era is René Egbal. An
examination of his approach to the status of the Silk Road in the Mongol
era as a topic which has not yet been argued upon can admittedly give rise
to a better identification of the Silk Road's prominence in this period.
Accordingly, not only does the current study compare and evaluate Egbal
's standpoints with new investigations regarding the Silk Road's status
during the Mongol Period, but it also critically analyzes his comments on
the status of the Silk Road network in this era. The research method
implemented in this study is based on review and comparison.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Abbas Eqgbal is one of the most prolific
Iranian researchers who has conducted
extensive studies on the Mongol era. Given
the diversity, antiquity, and influence of
his works, it seems essential to examine his
perspectives and the intellectual and
cultural paradigm that shaped his views.
Among these, his approach to Mongol
history, with an emphasis on the Silk Road
and its multifaceted aspects during that
period, can serve as a representative
example and a criterion for evaluation.
One of the contentious debates among
scholars of Mongol studies is the
assessment of the Mongol-era economy
and the perspectives surrounding it. The
primary question is whether the Mongol
rule overall facilitated economic prosperity
or disrupted the natural economic cycle,
leading to stagnation and decline. For
instance, some Western scholars have
notably  expressed satisfaction  with
Mongol history and governance, often
highlighting the Silk Road as a key factor
in the economic flourishing of the era. In
contrast, Russian (leftist) historians have
regarded Mongol history and governance
as synonymous with economic decay and
destruction. In light of this, the central
question arises: What was Abbas Eqgbal’s
perspective on the economic conditions of
the Mongol era, with a particular focus on
the Silk Road? Did his viewpoint align
with one of the aforementioned categories,
or did he possess an independent
perspective of his own?

Material & Methods

Given the nature of the subject, the
research methodology in this study will be
based on critique and analysis. Initially, the
historical and field events will be
examined based on existing realities and
with reliance on primary and scholarly
sources. Subsequently, the historical
perspective of Abbas Igbal, along with his
views and interpretations regarding the
Silk Road, will be analyzed in light of

these primary sources, as well as other
evidence and corroborative materials. In
this context, the accuracy of his research
on the Silk Road will be assessed and
evaluated  through critical analysis
supported by evidence. Ultimately, the key
focus will be to explore the reasoning
behind such an approach to the Silk Road
during the Mongol era.

Results and discussion

Since a historical period can only be
understood through the study of historical
sources and works, and considering that
the study of history has a unique
relationship with philosophy, it becomes
necessary to recognize and assess the
approaches and perspectives of historians.
With this in mind, many researchers have
been studying and investigating the Silk
Road during the Mongol period for
decades. A review of their work suggests
that each of these studies carries specific
thoughts and beliefs. In other words, each
of these researchers has examined a
particular aspect of the Silk Road during
this period. What does Abbas Igbal say
about the Silk Road during the Mongol
era? In what intellectual and historical
context are his statements made? What
were the historian’s motivations for
focusing on a particular topic within the
Mongol period? These questions can help
in better understanding the subject of
studies from this era. Despite some
scattered and superficial writings, no
research has yet been conducted on Abbas
Igbal’s approach and position regarding
the Silk Road during the Mongol and
Ilkhanid periods. Considering the above,
the need and importance of addressing the
approach and perspective of this historian,
who had a significant impact on the studies
of this period, is clear. This study critically
examines the nature and rationale behind
Abbas Igbal’s views on the Silk Road, with
an inquisitive approach. It falls within the
field of historical and critical thinking,
encompassing theories regarding European
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competition with the East and Islam.
Therefore, the general direction of this
research and its approaches are novel,
containing new and original insights,
grounded in a scholarly and meaningful
basis. The aim of this paper is to present
Abbas Igbal’s perspective and approach to
one of the most important communication
routes of human civilization in a specific
period. Thus, the main goal of this research
is to provide a deep and scholarly view of
the historian’s perspective on this vital
route during the Mongol period, free from
preconceived notions.

Conclusion

Unlike Abbas Igbal's view, the traditional
Silk Road during the Mongol domination
and under the Mongol khanates lacked
prosperity and flourishing. Its route, from
China to Syria, and its main and secondary
roads were destroyed as a result of the
Mongol invasions. All evidence indicates
the stagnation of this trade route. As a
result, the southern routes, which were
outside the Mongol-controlled territories,
experienced more prosperity, although it
should not be overstated. Overall, trade
along the Silk Road was minimal.
Moreover, travel along this route was
fraught with many difficulties. The
Mongol khanates primarily used the Silk
Road for military campaigns against each
other. In fact, earlier sources focused more
on military activities along the route. The

division of the conquered lands into four
major khanates led to many conflicts along
the Silk Road between Genghis Khan's
descendants, so much so that these
constant clashes affected the foreign
policies of the khanates. Therefore, this
situation called into question the political
stability and focus that Igbal emphasizes,
leading to widespread insecurity along the
Silk Road. In general, as the Mongol
period drew to a close, the intensity of
invasions and conflicts along the routes
increased. Typically, in addition to
external wars, each of these realms faced
numerous internal problems, so much so
that these crises and political instability left
no opportunity for a systematic trade plan
or the exploitation of the economic
potentials of the historic Silk Road.
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