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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: Iran has had numerous capitals in history; hence, this land is unique and
Research Article even somewhat exceptional among different regions of the world in terms

of the number of different capitals throughout history. Therefore, Iran is

QR(?;Z/I(\)/%g unparalleled in this regard compared to other nations. The problem
P ado_lressed in this article is how Iran |s_d|fferent from countrlgs such as
2024/10/02 China, India, France, Russia, Egypt, Syria, Yemen, Mesopotamia, Arabia,
op: the Roman Empire and Greece. All these countries have had at most one
17-32 or two capitals in history. However, Iran has had various capitals in

history. Although Iran enjoys a long history of civilization, the question is
Keywords: why it does not have one or two capitals or huge cities like other countries.
History; As we glance at the history of Iran, we face a great number of capitals, and
Capital; each dynasty has chosen a capital or even several cities over time and this
City; territory with multiplicity has faced a variety of capitals. Thus, Iran seems
IE:Zr?aSty; to be unique in this respect. In an attempt to tackle this issue, the researcher

in the present study delves into the reason underlying this multiplicity of
capitals.
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Extended Abstract

Throughout history, many capitals have
been  established  throughout Iran.
Therefore, this country is unique among
different regions of the world in terms of the
number of different capitals throughout
history. The main issue of this article is why
Iran is different from regions such as China,
India, France, England, Russia, Egypt,
Syria, Mesopotamia, Saudi Arabia, Yemen,
and Roman lands, etc., that had at most one
or two central cities and capitals. Why
didn't Iran enjoy a capital and a central city
during its ups and downs history? With a
brief look at the history of Iran, it is clearly
seen that there is no central city or a stable
capital and each dynasty has chosen a
capital or several cities as its capital.
Results and discussion

It can be said that the above topic has not
been discussed in this form and method to
date. Perhaps it is the first time that such an
issue is discussed with this view. There are
many regions in the world where a kind of
comparison of the name of a city with a
specific land is repeated. Since time
immemorial, regions have been linked with
a type of human culture with specific
characteristics as a geographical, cultural,
historical unit, etc., with the centrality of
one or two cities. The lands of China, India,
Mesopotamia, Greece, Yemen, Syria,
Egypt, France, England, Russia, Arabia,
Rome, Greece, etc. are examples of this
connection of a region with a specific city.
Since ancient times, Iran has also enjoyed a
kind of continuity and territorial solidarity
like the famous regions. However, unlike
the mentioned regions, its territory and
geography are not connected with one or
two cities or a specific historical capital,
rather, from time to time, at different
historical times, various cities have played
such a role. For example, in China: Beijing,
India: Delhi, in Mesopotamia: Baghdad or
Babylon, Deryonan: Athens, Aden or
Sanaa, in Syria: Damascus, in Egypt: Cairo
or Alexandria, in France: Paris, in England:
London, in Russia: Moscow, in Arabia:
Mecca and Medina, in Byzantium Rome:

Constantinople, have often or always been
the capital or at least the center of the same
land for a long period of time, and even now
they are mostly the same. Now, the main
issue is that Iran, as a geographical territory
with  ancient cultural and social
characteristics, has lacked one or two
central cities as a relatively stable capital
throughout history. This article tries to
examine this issue, "Why one territory and
S0 many capitals"?!:

From the point of view of the presence or
absence of a central city or a fixed capital,
Iran is unique and somewhat exceptional
among the regions of the world. In Iran,
unlike the famous regions of the world,
from time to time one or even several cities
were chosen as the capital. An interesting
point is that sometimes a dynasty has
chosen several cities as its capital at
different stages. From this point of view,
Iran has been faced with a kind of
multiplicity of capitals and multiple capital
selections throughout history, in such a way
that it can be said with certainty that most
of the major cities of Iran have been the
capital for more or less time, and there are
few famous cities in Iran that have not been
the capital for a while. Why and how were
all these capitals chosen? Why were there
S0 many capitals in Iran? From the ancient
era to the modern era, various cities such as
Shush, Hamedan, Ghazna, Istakhar, Mero,
Neishabur,  Zaranj, Herat, Tabriz,
Maragheh, Ahvaz, Isfahan, Kerman, Ray,
Soltanieh, Shiraz and... more or less were
chosen as the capital, that is, each of these
cities was the capital at some point. There is
no such density of capital in any region of
the world. Therefore, Iran is an exception.
Of course, this is not without reasons, so
there are several reasons for choosing so
many capitals, which are mentioned below.
Simultaneously, the work does not purport
to be exhaustive. It is acknowledged that
certain factors may remain obscured from
the author’s perspective.

The emergence of multiple capitals on the
Iranian Plateau is a complex interplay of
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geographical and historical factors. To gain
a comprehensive understanding of this
phenomenon, it is essential to prioritize the
examination of geographical influences.
Undoubtedly, geography and its related
matters, as a living and life-giving habitat,
have had a deep and lasting impact on the
multifaceted life of man and his civilization.
On the one hand, since ancient times, the
influence of the geographical environment
on human life has always been the focus of
philosophers such as Aristotle, Ptolemy,
Masoudi, Ibn Khaldoun, Montesquieu,
Ratzel, etc. The results of the research
indicate that geographical factors with all

their signs and manifestations have had a
decisive effect on choosing the capital.
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