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The power of the Tahirids in Khorasan, Baghdad and their harmonious
relations with the Abbasid caliphate caused Muhammad ibn Tahir to
receive control of the Khorasan government from the caliph after the battle
of Deir al-Aqul. During the two decades, the Tahirid struggled to revive
their government in Khorasan, but they did not have enough military
power. With the arrival of Hossein ibn Tahir in Nishapur, it became clear
that Khojastani only used the name of Tahirid to gain legitimacy and not
only did not join the forces of Tahirid, but even defeated them in several
battles. The weakening of Hussain ibn Tahir caused Muhammad ibn Tahir
to accept Rafi bin Harthama’s governing. Rafi ruled on behalf of the
Tahirid in Khorasan for several years, but with the change of the Caliph's
approach, he dropped the name of Muhammad ibn Tahir from the sermon.
The present study, with a descriptive and analytical approach, seeks to find
an answer to this question: What measures did the Tahirid take to restore
their power in Khorasan? The findings of the present research show that
the legitimacy of the Tahirid and the context of their relationship with the
Abbasid caliphs caused the extension of their rule in Khorasan, however,
the inefficiency of the members of the Tahirid, the power and
independence-seeking nature of the influential forces in Khorasan, and
their lack of union around Hussein ibn Taher, besides the caliph's
expedient policy with the Saffarid, which led to the approval of Amr,
caused the failure of the Tahirid in reviving their rule in Khorasan.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Despite the weakening of the power and
influence of the Tahirid in the Abbasid
caliphate system, due to the roots of their
social power in Khorasan and Baghdad and
their declaration of citizenship, the Abbasid
caliphs were happy to restore power from
them. So that after the battle of Deir al-
Aqul, Muhammad ibn Tahir received the
government of Khorasan from the caliph.
The Tahirid tried for two decades to restore
their power. However, these efforts did not
go anywhere due to the weakening of their
military power. This caused Tahirid
deputies in Khorasan to not pay much
attention to them and even to confront them.
The present research questions the political
efforts of the Tahirid to restore power in
Khorasan, the reason for their goals'
progress in stages and their ultimate failure.
In response to these questions, the
legitimacy of the Tahirid government and
the expedient approaches of the Abbasid
caliphs as components have been
considered influential. Historical research is
generally focused on the period of Tahirid
rule and not much attention has been paid to
the struggles after their fall. Some
researchers have briefly addressed this
period. Most of all, Akbari has briefly
discussed the efforts of Hossein ibn Taher,
Khajestani and Rafi ibn Harthama in the
book “History of the Tahirid Government:
from the beginning to the end”. In a separate
article, Hamo has examined the rule of Rafi
ibn Harthama. However, in his book and
article, this author has not paid much
attention to the role of the Abbasid caliphate
in the political situation of Khorasan and the
final failure of the Tahirid.

Material & Methods

The current research method is historical,
descriptive and analytical, and the data
collection method is done in library form.

Results and discussion

Muhammad ibn Tahir made the first efforts
to restore power. Although he had avoided
confronting Yaqub Laith Safari and even

refused to leave for Khorasan, he sent his
brother Hossein ibn Tahir there instead
(Tabari, 1375: 15/6648). On this basis,
Hossein ibn Tahir, on behalf of his brother,
made the first efforts to restore the power of
the Tahirid in Khorasan. He rushed to
Khorasan with small military and financial
power. The ruler of Isfahan initially
provided assistance to the Tahirid. At this
time, the Samani rulers, under the
leadership of Nasr ibn Ahmad, did not take
any action in cooperation with the Tahirid
to restore their power in Khorasan
(Esfahani, Beita: 210). In fact, they were
somehow preparing the ground for gaining
power in Khorasan. Despite the initial
efforts, the Tahirid were unable to capture
Nishapur. They were even badly defeated in
a war. With the establishment of friendly
relations between Amr Leith Safari and the
Abbasid Caliph, the situation of the Tahirid
became even more complicated. The caliph
took back the charter of the Khorasan
caliphate from the Tahirid and this
weakened the position of Hossein ibn
Taher. Therefore, the loss of military power
of the Tahirid, along with the strengthening
of the local rulers, had a very important
impact on their overall power. Khajestani,
who was one of the agents of the Tahirid in
Khorasan, played an important role in
weakening their power (Tabari,
1375:15/6468). In the last year of his rule,
Khojastani dropped Tahirid name from the
sermon. According to Tabari's narration, in
267 AH, Khojastani recited a sermon in his
own name and that of the Caliph, using the
name of Muhammad ibn Tahir (Tabari,
1375: 15/6546-6547).

However, his power did not last long and he
was Killed by his slaves in 268 AH (lbn
Athir, 12/1371: 214). With the death of
Khojastani, Rafi ibn Harthama was chosen
as a commander by the army and he read a
sermon under the name of Muhammad ibn
Tahir (Ibn Khaldoun, 1363: 2/513).

With the rise of the power of Amr Laith
Safari and the support of the caliph, Amr's
position against Tahirid viceroys increased.
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At this time, Rafi was also defeated by Abu
Talha Mansour (Beyhagi, 1361: 67) and
then handed over Nishapur to him after
defeating Amr (Tarikh Sistan, 1366: 241-
242). In 281 AH, Rafi gave a sermon in
Tabaristan and in 282 AH in Gorgan under
the name of Muhammad Bin Zayd (lbn
Athir, 293/18: 1371). With this action, the
last voice in favor of Tahirid in Khorasan
was silenced.

Conclusion

The restoration of Tahirid rule in Khorasan
was not successful. The political powers of
Khorasan and beyond the Nile, despite
taking advantage of the legitimacy of the
Tahirid, did not accompany Hossein ibn
Taher. Khajestani wanted to establish an
independent government and refused to be
under the influence of Hossein ibn Tahir,
and while giving a sermon in the name of
Muhammad ibn Tahir, he rushed to fight
with Tahirid forces. The Samanids were
also unhappy with the revival of the Tahirid
government and not only did they not help
them, but Ismail even fought with Husayn
ibn Tahir. On the other hand, the Abbasid
caliphate, by changing the approach,

approved Amr Laith Safari and gave him
the pledge of the Khorasan government.
This approach of the caliph was
synonymous  with  challenging  the
legitimacy of the Tahirid in Khorasan,
which caused the name of the Tahirid to be
dropped from the sermon by Khojastani. In
271 A.H., the Caliph gave the charter of
governing Khorasan to Muhammad ibn
Tahir, and he also appointed Rafi ibn
Harthama to govern Khorasan on his behalf,
and finally Rafi completely removed the
name of Tahirid from the sermon.
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