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The national identity of Iranians is a historical issue and there is a definite
agreement on this historical point that existing Iranians have always been
close to each other during their long history and have lived within certain
geographical boundaries that they have played a role in managing or
defending. The result of this shared and long history, despite some historical
differences, ruptures and interruptions, cultural-ethnic pluralism and
identity diversity has been nothing but social cohesion and integration.
Iranians have been a nation from their historical past until today, while none
of our country's neighbors today have had the experience of being a nation
like Iranians. The purpose of this article is to provide a sociological analysis
of the evolution of identity sources in Iranian society. First, to clarify the
concept of "identity" and "national identity", which are among the complex
and complicated concepts in the field of social sciences, the conceptual
space of these two categories is discussed and then the evolution of identity
sources in Iran in different periods of ancient Iran, and the formation of
Iranian identity is discussed to this day. The history of Iranian national
identity is divided into five distinct periods with their own sources and
elements, including Iran of the ancient period, Iran of the Islamic period,
Shiite Iran of the Safavid period, Iran of the Qajar period, and finally
contemporary Iran. Moreover, in each period, the elements of specific
national identity and the crises and ruptures that Iranian identity has
encountered are analyzed.
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Extended Abstract

The national identity of Iranians is a
historical issue and there is a definite
agreement on this historical point that
existing Iranians have always been close to
each other during their long history and
have lived within certain geographical
boundaries that they have played a role in
managing or defending. The result of this
shared and long history, despite some
historical ~ differences, ruptures and
interruptions, cultural-ethnic pluralism, and
identity diversity has been nothing but
social cohesion and integration. lranians
have been a nation from their historical past
until today, while none of our country's
neighbors today have had the experience of
being a nation like Iranians. The issue of
national unity, and preserving the security
and existence of the biological life of
Iranians has been a historical mission on the
shoulders of the people of Iran since the
distant historical past until now. Even in the
entire Middle East region, Iran has the
strongest foundations in building a nation,
and despite all the scattered ethnic,
linguistic, religious, and cultural identities,
as well as foreign threats and attacks, the
integrity of Iran continues throughout its
several thousand years of history.
Considering the importance of the issue of
national identity for the realization of social
cohesion and national integration, the main
problem of this research is to examine the
way of composition, compatibility and
coexistence of the identity-giving resources
of Iranians and the effect of the breaks and
interruptions created in this coexistence and
cohesion in different periods.

The purpose of this article is to provide an
analysis of the evolution of identity
resources in lIranian society from a
sociological-historical ~ perspective.  In
general, this research seeks to answer these
questions: 1) What are the identity-giving
and identity-creating sources of Iranian
society throughout history? 2) How is the
composition or integration of identity
sources of Iranian society in different
periods? 3) What was the process of order

and change of identity sources or in other
words the factors of identity and
discontinuity and disorganization in these
sources?

The methodological framework of the
method used in this research is the historical
analysis method, in which the researcher
systematically  refers to  historical
documents, historical analyses and research
conducted on the subject under study. Since
the topic under study is the evolution of
identity sources in different historical
periods, according to methodological
considerations, the how and why of identity
construction has been explained by using
historical documents.

Regardless of the definition of identity and
its conceptualization, there is no consensus
on the elements and components of Iran's
national identity; Some sources have
emphasized the components of land, race,
history, culture and religion and some have
emphasized geography, language and
religion. Most of the people who have
studied Iran's national identity and most of
the sources that were reviewed have
emphasized three elements of Iranianness,
Islam and the West. The historical path of
the national identity of Iranians has been
discussed so far.

In this article, the sources of the identity of
Iranians based on the element of land and
determining its geographical location with
the formation of the concept of "lranshahr"
was studied. By taking advantage of Iranian
commonalities: common culture, religion,
and language were established along with
the formalization of historical memories
and myths built from the Achaemenid and
Zoroastrian eras, and under the influence of
the arrival of Islam in Iran, the related
political and religious foundations of
Iranian identity continued under the name
of Islamic Iran. Nevertheless, several
elements of Iranian identity were shaken at
times or mixed with other cultures and
contributed to the continuity of Iranian
identity until the Safavid period. During the
Safavid era, with the establishment of the
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central government, the concept of Iran and
the Iranian identity, which had progressed
until this stage, was stabilized both
politically and religiously. In fact, in the
Safavid era, the political and religious
foundations of Iranian identity were
established. During this period, Shiism
became the official religion of Iran and the
Safavid kings called  themselves
descendants of Shia imams, so in addition
to emphasizing Islam and Shiism, the
Safavid kings boasted about the history and
myths of Iran and considered themselves
their heirs. Later on, the Iranian identity,
which had existed in this way until the new
era and the emergence of national identities,
was influenced by the intellectual, political
and social processes of modernity and
changed once again.

Iran's constitutional movement became a
turning point that brought Iran into a new
era. In this period, under the influence of
Western ideas and ideologies and the
process of modernization, the traditional
status of Iran and the religious basis of
Iranian identity that had continued until that
time collapsed in all dimensions. With the
establishment of Pahlavi and using the three
elements of secularism, pseudo-modernism
and archaic nationalism, a one-sided
solution to concerns about Iranian identity
was taken; In such a way that, based on that,
the foundation of Islam was removed from
the Iranian identity and the national identity
of Iran was defined and described solely on
the basis of Iranianness, which eventually
brought its own identity problems. The
result of the identity politics of the Pahlavi
period, which was a kind of unbridledness
in Iranian society, led to conflicts within the
society and between the social, political and
cultural forces of Iran. In response to this
situation, intellectuals and religious
scholars of Iran with new religious thoughts
presented Islam as a full-fledged ideology.
Finally, this caused religion to enter the
heart of society and the belief was formed
that religion is able to have an opinion in all
aspects of modern life and progress, and
even nationalism and creating a nation in its

positive sense does not conflict with
religion. They tried to create a storm with a
new interpretation of national identity by
relying on slogans against Westernization,
Islamism and returning to oneself, which
created the Islamic Revolution of 1357 and,
in this way, revived religious life.

After the Islamic revolution, another
identity discourse replaced the previous
discourses, which emphasized on Islam and
the religious dimension of Iranian identity
more. The impact of this discourse can be
seen in the framework of all post-revolution
institutions and the relationships between
individuals and their conversations. In the
first years of the Islamic revolution and the
decade that followed individual, intellectual
and social life was completely formed on
the basis of religion and religious identity,
and all ways to solve problems appeared
within the religious culture. Also, self-
salvation was seen as a negation of past
culture and Western culture. This move was
a natural reaction to a situation that was
trying to consider the imperial and ancient
pre-Islamic culture as the sole expression of
Iranian identity. Therefore, in recent
decades, under the influence of the
phenomenon of globalization, identity
formation and identification  faced
challenges; that is, the elements and
components of the identity became up-to-
date and momentary, and in addition to the
mentioned elements, other elements were
added every day, and in the end, none of the
parties could exclusively take over the
special work of identity creation and
identification, and now the identities do not
have much continuity and are fluid and
fragmented. Parts, elements  and
components of national identity are
emphasized or neglected in the short term.
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