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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: In the first centuries of Islam, Iran witnessed extensive changes in the
Research Article religious realm, because in addition to the conversion of Iranians to Islam,

many sects, including Islamic and eclectic ones appeared and in order to

?ggz;gggl gain political power and attract more followers, they competed with each
s other. Since Tagiyya was one of the influential factors in these
2024/10/27 developments, this paper studies the role of Tagiyya in the religious
pp: developments of Iran in the first centuries of Islam by using the
33-44 descriptive-analytical-deductive method. Research findings show that the

religious developments of Iran in the era were largely influenced by
Keywords: Tagiyya. The followers of most sects and religions such as Zoroastrians,
Tagiyya (precautionary  Khurramites, Sepid-Jamegan (white garments), Imamiyyah Shia, Ismailis,
dissimulation); Sunnis and some sub-sects of Zaidis and Kharijites forcibly made Tagjiyya,
Islam; but some sects such as Zandigs, some sub-sects of Kharijites as Azarigah

Religious developments;
Religious sects;
Iran.

and Zaidis were anti-Taqgiyya. Therefore, they were easily at the mercy of
pursuit and torture and vanished more rapidly. Appealing to tagiyya had a
double effect because some sects protected themselves from threats by
being under the umbrella of tagiyya, but gradually, tagiyya made them
forget their identity and gradually accept the dominant religion. The matter
played an important role in the decline of Zoroastrianism, Khurramites,
Sepid-Jamegan, and some Islamic sects such as Hanbalis.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the first Islamic centuries, many sects
appeared and interacted or confronted with
each other in different ways. Each sect tried
to promote its beliefs and protect itself
against rival sects by attracting more
adherents. Taqiyya (precautionary
dissimulation) played an important role in
these conflicts and competitions and is
considered one of the influential factors in
the relations of sects and their survival and
decline.

Material & Methods

Having used a descriptive-analytical-
inferential method, this research is going to
investigate the role of tagiyya in the
religious developments of Iran in the first
Islamic centuries and to answer this
fundamental  question:  which  sects
benefited from taqiyya and what factors led
to the promotion of tagiyya? In addition, it
tries to examine the problems that the sects
in favor of Taqgiyya, in comparing with sects
against it, faced and which had more
opportunities.

Results and discussion

The findings of this research show that
tagiyya should be studied from two
different views. First, as a social action to
protect oneself from dangers and threats.
Second, as a religious command expressed
in the Quran and religious teachings.
Tagiyya as a human action was used by
many sects and social groups, and from the
very beginning of introducing Islam in Iran,
Tagiyya became one of the tools of
Zoroastrians who did not want to accept
Islam. This issue is the most important
reason for the lack of sufficient information
about the process of expanding Islam in Iran
because the Zoroastrians' appealing to
tagiyya caused their conversion to Islam to
take a gradual process and have little
reflection in the sources. Eclectic sects, or
more precisely, Sepid-Jamegan (white
garments) and Khurramites, also benefited
from tagiyya and after the suppression of
Muganeh and Babak Khurramdin, they

continued to exist in some mountainous and
remote areas for several centuries and were
safe from pressure. The Imamiyyah Shias
are more famous than others for using
tagiyya, and the opponents of Shiism turned
this issue into a tool for denigrating Shias.
Certainly, the Shias benefited from tagiyya
and, unlike other sects, they considered
resorting to tagiyya as a religious order and
did not conceal it. This approach, along
with other factors, is one of the reasons for
the survival of Imamiyyah Shiism in Iran.
Zaidis, who presented the uprising against
the Umayyads and Abbasids as their most
important goal, considered resorting to
tagiyya distasteful, but the evidence shows
that even this revolutionary sect turns to
tagiyya when they feel threatened. The
Ismailis, who had a long history of conflict
with the Sunnis, did not clearly comment on
tagiyya. However, the reports of the sources
show that whenever they were in danger,
they resorted to tagiyya under the name of
Imamiyyah Shiites to protect themselves
from a multitude of enemies and dangers.
The Kharijites did not have the same
approach towards tagiyya and while
Azarigah believed that tagiyya is not
permissible either in words or in action,
Najdat believed in tagiyya and Safriyyah
agreed with tagiyya in speech and not in
action. The use of words such as Dar al-
Tagiyya in contrast to Dar al-Kufr and Dar
al-Alaniyyah in the political and religious
literature of the Kharijites is another reason
to prove that some of them used Tagiyya
against their enemies. The Sunnis, who
were in the majority in most of the history
of Islam and Iran, and had political
authority, apparently did not feel the need
for Tagiyya and considered Tagiyya as an
example of hypocrisy and dishonesty. But
their superior political position and their
opposition to Tagiyya was not as turning
away from Tagiyya and sometimes they
used Tagiyya against their rivals who were
usually their co-religionists i.e. Sunnis. For
example, during the Seljuk period, the
Hanafis, who had the support of the Seljuk
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Turks, put pressure on the Hanbalis and
Shafiis and the Shafiis, who were supported
by Khaja Nizam al-Mulk and the Abbasid
caliphate, put the Hanafis and Hanbalis
under pressure. In the meantime, the
Hanbalis, who were in decline and had no
political supporters, were under pressure
from these two sects. Despite the
widespread prevalence of Tagiyya among
different sects, both Islamic and eclectic,
some sects' adherents were against Taqgiyya.
The Zendiq (heretics), who were generally
accused of following the religion of Mani
and Mazdak, avoided Tagiyya and in some
cases, they lost their lives because of their
insistence on their beliefs. The Sabaids also
had no desire for Tagiyya and expressed
their beliefs clearly.

In conclusion, it should be said that most of
the sects of the first Islamic centuries used
Tagiyya not as a religious order, but as a
social action to protect themselves from
rival sects. Therefore, Taqgiyya, overtly and
covertly, had an effect on the relations of
sects and their destiny, and although it
created immunity for some sects, in the long
run, it caused them to lose their identity and
their beliefs. This issue played an important
role in the decline of Zoroastrianism, the
eclectic sects of Khurramites, Sepid-
Jamegan, and Hanbalis.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it should be said that most of
the sects of the first Islamic centuries used
Tagiyya not as a religious order, but as a
social action to protect themselves from
rival sects. Therefore, Taqgiyya, overtly and
covertly, had an effect on the relations of
sects and their destiny, and although it
created immunity for some sects, in the long
run, it caused them to lose their identity and
beliefs. This issue played an important role
in the decline of Zoroastrianism, the
eclectic sects of Khurramites, Sepid-
Jamegan, and Hanbalis.
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