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Mardavij was one of the political contenders and the founder of the Ziyarian
dynasty in the years 319 to 323 AH. After gaining power, he took actions
such as celebrating pre-Islamic Iranian rituals, placing the crown on his
head and opposing the Abbasid caliph. Also, from the reports in the
historical sources, it appears that after he marched to Khuzestan in 323 AH
and expelled the Caliph's agents from that area; He intended to capture
Baghdad and revive the Sassanid Empire. Some of Mordavij's political
actions can be influenced by his tendencies and belonging to Iran's ancient
past. According to his actions, which will be analyzed in this article, this
attachment can be considered as his tendency to recover the Iranian identity.
Looking at Iranian culture before Islam is one of the most obvious aspects
of the 4th century of Hijri (AH) and it should be considered as the ruling
spirit of this era, which has been the standard of value and attention by most
of the rulers of this era. In addition, the 4th century of Hijri should be
considered the peak of Iran's culture and civilization after Islam. The
prominent features of this century and its remarkable progress in various
fields are not hidden from anyone. Richard Fry, a prominent Iranologist,
describes this period as "the golden age of Iranian culture and civilization".
Also, many thinkers refer to this period as the "renaissance era of Iranian
culture and civilization". Undoubtedly, the social situation is one of the
basic and influential factors in the changes and emergence of different
tendencies in society. This article, with a historical-analytical approach,
first examines the actions affected by the tendency to restore Iranian identity
in Mardovij's reign and then examines the influence of the social and
cultural conditions of the fourth century in the creation of this tendency.
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Extended Abstract

Mardavij, one of the important figures in
Iranian history during the fourth century
AH, is recognized as the founder of the
Ziyarid dynasty. After defeating Asfar, one
of the local commanders, Mardavij was able
to control vast territories, including Qazvin,
Ray, and Zanjan, becoming one of the
prominent political claimants of that era.
Upon gaining power, he undertook actions
such as commemorating pre-Islamic Iranian
traditions, placing a royal crown on his
head, and opposing the Abbasid caliph.
Additionally, reports from historical
sources indicate that after his campaign in
Khuzestan in the year 323 AH and the
expulsion of the caliph’s agents from that
region, he aimed to capture Baghdad and
restore the Sasanian monarchy. Mardavij’s
efforts, particularly in organizing national
celebrations and ceremonies, demonstrate
his determination to reconstruct lranian
identity in a society that had undergone
profound cultural and social changes.

The fundamental change was the
replacement of the institution of kingship
with the institution of the caliphate. After
the Arab invasion and the fall of the
Sasanian dynasty, Iranian society was
completely deprived of the institution of
kingship for about two centuries, with the
caliphate taking its place. However, the
caliph was never able to represent and
symbolize the cultural values of Iranian
society. While Islam brought with it a new
value system, the transformation of societal
values and culture required more time.
While Herodotus (in section 135 of Book
One) states that no people are as receptive
to foreign customs as the Iranians
(Herodotus, 2010: 1/164), Nelson Frye
emphasizes that “diversity and adaptability
in many aspects of culture is a common
phenomenon in Iranian history. Unlike the
Chinese, who accept foreign influences and
then assimilate them, Iranians adapt these
influences with their unique talents, and as
soon as they find something new and more
interesting, they immediately engage with
it.” The metaphor he wuses for this

contradictory quality of continuity and
receptiveness is the “cypress.” This tree,
like the pine, does not break from storms or
strong winds; it has the ability to bend.
When a fierce wind blows, it bends down
and touches the ground, and then, once the
storm calms, it rises upright again (Nelson
Frye, 2006: 19).

The efforts of Iranian society, including the
people and local leaders, to keep the Persian
language alive and to commemorate pre-
Islamic traditions and customs indicate that
a transformation in the cultural and value
system had not yet occurred. The values still
persisted within society, but there was no
institution of kingship to unify them and
transform them into a collective identity. In
such circumstances, and considering the
vacuum left by the absence of a monarchy,
it was highly probable that individuals like
Mardavij and other elites would be drawn to
the institution of Kkingship and other
elements of Iranian identity.

An examination of historical sources shows
that contemporary historians have not
specifically focused on the reign of
Mardavij, with the only detailed account in
this regard being “Muruj al-Dhahab wa
Ma’adin al-Jawhar” by Mas’udi. Other
contemporary sources, including general
and local histories, only provide brief
references to events during his reign. The
content found in later historical sources is
often repetitive of earlier accounts, merely
introducing Mardavij as the founder of the
Ziyarid dynasty. Among recent studies,
Mehrabadi has explored the events of
Mardavij’s era in “The History of the
Ziyarid Dynasty,” giving more attention to
his reign. However, none of the researchers
have delved deeply into the motivations
behind Mardavij’s actions or analyzed the
social conditions of that time.

After the arrival of Islam, Iranians, despite
embracing the new religion, continued to
preserve their cultural and identity heritage.
Many efforts were made to restore the
institution of kingship and Iranian identity.
With  the establishment of semi-
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independent local governments, Iranian
society gradually regained its political
independence, and Iranian identity emerged
as a distinguishing element in these
transformations.

Under the support of semi-independent
Iranian governments, epic and mythological
literature flourished, aiming to reconstruct
national identity and strengthen a sense of
nationalism  among  Iranians.  The
importance of the fourth century in the early
centuries following the arrival of Islam is
undeniable. Many researchers consider this
century to be the pinnacle of Iranian culture
and civilization after the advent of Islam. A
close examination of this period reveals a
tendency toward the restoration of Iranian
identity as one of its prominent features,
influencing all social and political aspects
of society. A significant portion of the
actions taken by individuals in the fourth
century, including political, cultural, and
social elites, can be explained through the
lens of a return to pre-Islamic Iranian
identity.

Mardavij’s actions are no exception to this
rule. Some of the policies he implemented
in the territories under his control were
explicitly inspired by pre-Islamic Iranian
civilization. The fact that he was one of the
first rulers to nurture the idea of opposing
the Abbasid caliphate, and that he intended
to take military action against the caliphate
through his campaign in Khuzestan in the

year 323 AH and the expulsion of the
caliph’s agents can be explained through
the prevailing spirit of the society at that
time, which was focused on the restoration
of Iranian identity.

The analysis of Mardavij’s actions revealed
that these actions were not merely political
maneuvers; rather, they can be seen as a
reflection of a broader social desire to
reclaim and reinforce a distinct Iranian
identity amidst the prevailing cultural
changes. Furthermore, the lack of a
cohesive monarchy, combined with the
persistence of Iranian cultural values,
created a foundation for the elite to
increasingly emphasize these values,
ultimately contributing to the revival of
Iranian identity in a transformed political
and social landscape.
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